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The Georgia Equine Rescue League (GERL) recently 

took in 3 horses from the 15 horses in Gwinnett Coun-

ty that were recently on the news.   Participating in a 

large horse dispersal is not like 

ordinary horse shopping.  You 

show up with your trailer and 3 

horses that are separated from 

the rest is what you take home.  

There was a stallion, a gelding 

and a mare.  All 3 were feral 

and loading them took the better 

part of 2 hours and extra people 

to work the panels that were 

used to push them to the open 

trailer.   

Despite the tangles, the stallion 

was quite the looker with his 

exceptionally long mane.  He 

also had the best body weight of 

the total herd, which is typical.  

He was immediately separated 

from the other two after we ar-

rived at my farm.  I gave them 

several days to settle in before trying to do any type of 

assessment, while playing the role of waitress.  The 

other two horses, both Palominos, looked like twins 

and were attached at the hip.  Both needed to gain 

weight.  All three of the horses were young and the 

stallion was showing no signs of 

studliness, which was a relief.   

It was hard to get very close to 

them.  Their fear of humans did 

not allow anyone to get beside 

or behind them.  I could touch 

the noses of both boys, but that 

was about it.  The mare didn’t 

allow any touching and ran off 

every time I came near her.  Af-

ter their second week here I saw 

little or no improvement and 

began to question how anybody 

was able to castrate the 

“gelding”.  Finally, I was able 

to get a quick look while feed-

ing and sure enough, he was not 

a gelding.    I had a goal that 

both boys would be domesticat-

ed enough by November to get 

in on our Stallion to Gelding Castration program.   

By Patty Livingston 
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I wasn’t sure how that was going to happen, but I stuck 

to the goal.  Jacki Moore volunteered to come over and 

work with Tucker, by sitting out in his paddock and 

ignoring him.  He was very curious and sniffed her all 

over, but wouldn’t allow being touched past his nose. 

After a week, we decided he should go to a trainer. 

It has been almost a month since they came to live at 

my farm.  They have gained weight and are looking 

good now.  It is time that they move to the next phase 

of their lives where they will become domesticated and 

the two stallions will become geldings. 

This feral trio is not our first experience with untoucha-

ble horses.  Several years ago, we brought 6 feral hors-

es into our program that we named “The Six Amigos”.  

They went to trainers who were able to turn them into 

nice rideable partners.  The Gwinnett horses will also 

go to a trainer who will introduce them to new possi-

bilities!  Look for updates in upcoming newsletters. 

More New Arrivals 
By Patty Livingston 

Jacki Moore doing a little “desensitizing” with Tucker. 

Airey, the gelding that is not a gelding.  

Tucker is a beautiful Arabian stallion with trust issues. Breezy (left) and Airey. 
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More New Arrivals - Gypsy & Derby 
By Patty Livingston 

Gypsy is a 24 year old tattooed Mustang mare that 

came into our program  from law enforcement  in the 

Spring of 2022.  She was extremely hard to catch and  

avoided human interaction.  In the Fall of 2022, she 

was adopted as a pasture pal by a gentleman who al-

ready had a TB gelding named Derby.  

Over the next two years, Derby and Gypsy were like 

peas and carrots, depending on each other for compan-

ionship, complaining loudly, if separated. Life was 

good, and then, the property was sold and the people 

moved away, physically unable to care for their prop-

erty or the horses any longer. 

GERL received  a phone call letting us know that  

Gypsy and Derby needed a new home immediately.  

Both horses came to my farm, which is where Gypsy 

lived before being adopted, so she was comfortable in 

her surroundings right away. 

Derby, now 17 years old, loves people. He is a very 

sweet boy. We were told that he had a operation on one 

of his rear hocks many years ago, dictating a future of 

light riding only. He shows no signs of lameness. 

GERL is offering both horses for adoption as pasture 

pals. Contact CeCe Calli for more information 

@gerlfoster@gerlltd.org. 

Derby is a  very sweet boy. 

Derby is a TB Gelding that loves people. 

Gypsy is a 24 yr. old Mustang mare. 
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Update on Classy and Midnight 
By Patty Livingston  

Thanks to so many generous people, Classy and Mid-

night have reached a place in their rehabilitation where 

they aren’t so hard to look at, anymore.  Their sharp 

points are now more rounded, and their coats are nice 

and shiny. Both horses have gained enough weight to 

receive their vaccinations and get their teeth floated, 

recently.   

Both horses were picked up by Pierce County Animal 

Control from their neglectful owner and turned over to 
GERL a little over two months ago.  It has been amaz-
ing to watch them bloom into the beautiful creatures 

God created. 

Special thanks to Bar G Horse & Cattle Feed, located 

in Bishop, GA., who ran a contest offering a chance to 

win a nice gift basket for those who purchased a bag of 

Triple Crown Senior feed for Classy and Midnight.  

They were able to secure 32 bags of feed for the pair 

and Triple Crown feed also donated 20 bags, for a total 

of 52 bags of feed!  

After 3 months of rehabilitation with good feed and 

hay, both horses were ready to find their forever 

homes.  Midnight went to live with Penny Kwirant and 

her mare, Aairy, who needed a companion.  He now 

goes by Mac and is living the life of Riley.  Classy, 

who is now known as Pumpkin, has gone to a new fos-

ter home where she is receiving the attention and love 

that she deserves. Words hardly seem adequate to 

thank all the horse lovers who have helped make the 

life of these two senior horses better than ever.  It 

makes me proud to be a part of something so wonder-

ful! 

Classy on August 16th,  BS of 2.5.  

Midnight on June 13th, Body Score 2.5  

Midnight on August 16th, BS of 4.0.  

Classy on June 13th. Body Score of 1.  
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GERL received a phone from the Burke County Ani-

mal Control supervisor who had taken in 3 horses from 

their owner and was looking for a rescue organization 

that would take them. I drove to Waynesville to pick 

them up in mid-August and brought them back to my 

farm where I stashed them temporarily on my neigh-

bor’s property while we figured out what we had and 

who needed to go where. 

The small herd consisted of a 25 year old TWH mare 

named Princess, Rocket, her 5 year old TWH gelding 

son, and an 8 year old gelding named Dart, who was 

their leader. They had been in the custody of Burke Co. 

Animal Control for a couple of months so they were 

already fattened up, with the exception of Princess, 

who needed a topline. 

Within a week or so, both boys were picked up by 

Tinker Moffitt for thirty days of training.  Dart proved 

to be a very smart and willing boy and was adopted 

right away.  Princess also went to her forever home in 

the North Georgia mountains where she has other hors-

es to hang with all day. 

GERL is offering Rocket for adoption. He now is a 

rideable horse and is super sweet. Contact CeCe Calli 

for more information at:  gerlfoster@gerlltd.org 

More New Arrivals - Burke Co. Threesome 
By Patty Livingston 

The Three Musketeers   

Dart was adopted by Kay. Rocket is a 5 year old TWH gelding ready for adoption.  
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They Found Their Forever Homes 
By Patty Livingston 

They say that timing is everything and that is exactly 

what this happy ending is really about.  Sizzlena is a 22 

yr. old QH mare that has been in our foster program for 

over a year. She is a pretty girl and one would wonder 

why she was not already adopted, but fate has a way of 

controlling things, perhaps? 

Allen Brock, one of GERL’s Area Coordinators, saw a 

photo of Sizzlena that was posted on social media and 

called CeCe about a possible adoption.  Allen had re-

cently lost a horse that left a need for a companion for 

one of Allen’s other horses. He contacted Karen, Siz-

zlena’s foster mom, and worked out the details. 

Sizzlena has finally found her perfect forever home 

and Allen has another pretty face to look at every day!   

Big thanks to Karen for the love and care that she has 

provided to Sizzlena for the past year and to Allen for 

giving her the forever home she needed! 

Princess (left), a 25 year old Tennessee Walking 

Horse mare,  went to her forever home up in the moun-

tains of north Georgia with Anita Caston who previ-

ously adopted Bennett and Jazzy from GERL.   

Anita and her husband, Howie, have a beautiful place 

with large green pastures and a mountain view that any 

horse (or human) would love.  She enjoys watching 

and taking care of the horses and several miniature 

donkeys and it appears that she is living her dream! 

What is so amazing about Anita is that she always 

adopts the “not so easy to place” horses. Twenty-five 

year old Princess certainly hit the jackpot on her forev-

er home and we couldn’t be happier for her.  

Supporting law enforcement means that you often 

don’t know what you’re getting until you get them 

home. As one would expect, many are elderly and have 

served their purpose to their owners. Older horses need 

a home too, and we are very grateful for folks like 

Anita.  

Happy Trails to Princess and to her new happy life 

with plenty of companions and people who love her! 

Sizzlena enjoying her new home and new friend.  

Princess hit the jackpot , don’t you think?  
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In mid-April, a call was received on the GERL hotline 
from Kate.    Kate’s older sister (Daina) was fighting 
stage 4 cancer and was unable to care for her horse.    
Daina was hopeful to be healed and wasn’t ready to 
sell or re-home her longtime friend, Red Wing.  Kate 
still wanted to be prepared and called GERL to start 
understanding all that is involved in re-homing a horse. 

I explained to Kate that GERL doesn’t necessarily re-
home horses, however, we would be happy to help her 
by developing a flyer and getting the word out when 
the time came.   Kate received our outline that assists 
owners in re-homing, to prepare for what would be 
needed if the time came to move forward with finding 
Red Wing a new home.  

That sad day came when I received an email (late July) 
from Kate sharing that Daina had passed away.   Kate 
really needed some help.  She wasn’t a horse person; 
she was in the military and worked out of state.  Her 
younger sister (Sarah) was on-site caring for Daina and 
the farm.   Sarah had been Daina’s full-time caregiver 
for several months. 

Kate began providing all the information she could 
about Red Wing utilizing GERL’s re-homing outline.    
She did everything right in preparing for Red Wing to 
have a new “WONDERFUL” home.   The communica-
tion she provided, and the measures Kate took were the 
key to Red Wing being placed in the perfect home.  We 
put together a detailed flyer and communicated about 
an application process, as I agreed to handle the pro-
cess of vetting possible new owners for them.  The fly-
er was circulated on social media, shared by many and 
our Area Coordinators in and around that county circu-
lated it as well. 

It wasn’t enough for a family already grieving, going 
through heart ache, the day after Daina’s funeral, 
Kate’s father was at Daina’s residence with Red Wing.   
He was visited by a couple (that had helped some in 
the past with the animals), that brought their vet along.  
They accused Daina’s father of not caring for Red 
Wing, demeaning Red Wings condition, all to force the 
father to agree to give up Red Wing.   These folks had 
the father leave Red Wing in the front of the home so 
they could easily access him and pick him up the fol-
lowing day.    Kate became aware of the situation and 
immediately stopped Red Wing from going anywhere.   
She contacted us for advice, as I explained those peo-
ple would be trespassing if they returned and had no 
right to do this to her father, especially since Red Wing 

was not in the condition they stated.  I explained that if 
they returned after she informed them, the law should 
be involved so they are aware of the situation.  Addi-
tionally, if these folks wanted Red Wing so bad, they 
should follow the same application process as everyone 
else.   Kate went to the Sheriff’s office and reported the 
situation to eliminate further abuse from people trying 
to take advantage of the situation.      

There were several requests for applications, a few 
were received back.   The application process helps in 
surfacing folks that are prepared to have a horse and 
are serious about their care.  Additionally, I helped 
Kate understand the questions to potential owners that 
were critical.   If they didn’t like the questions, they 
didn’t need the horse.  Kate even asked to go and see 
where Red Wing would be living, the potential new 
owner (Tara) was happy to show Kate and Sarah. 

Red Wing found a wonderful new home to live in a 
pasture with a mare that was older like him, that was 
not being  ridden any longer.   While he will miss all 
the sheep he lived with and Daina, having a new pas-

ture mate like him was a great ending to this sad story.   

Red Wing, a Life Revised 
By Gloria Bell 



July, August & September 2024 Quarterly Newsletter | 8   

Red Wing, a Life Revised 
By Gloria Bell 

Hope you enjoy the images of Life, Love and the New 
Home for Red Wing. 

Here is what secured Red Wing’s great new home: 

• A Veterinarian scheduled by Kate and Sarah had visited 
Red Wing in late spring to provide vaccinations, de-
worming, Coggins, float and a full physical.   

• He continued to be cared for with proper senior feed, 
hay and fresh water daily to keep him healthy and pre-
pare for the stresses of a possible new home. 

• Kate provided every bit of the information on him that 
she could to include name, breed, hands, color, age, how 

he could be handled, groundwork, prior training, de-
meanor, etc.    For someone that wasn’t around horses 
much, Kate and Sarah’s care for Red Wing in their sis-
ters’ final days was astonishing.    

GERL has a great outline that can be provided to anyone 
considering re-homing a horse. Making your horse very 
marketable is important to them landing in a great place.   It 
keeps kill buyers and bad actors away.   Horses are shifted 
everywhere and end up being rescued from bad situations.   
At GERL, we urge you to take the time and go to some ex-
pense to ensure they land in green pastures for the long haul. 

Continued from page 7 

Continued on page 9 
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Red Wing, a Life Revised 
By Gloria Bell 

Continued from page 8 
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Ingredients 

Directions 

• Gather all ingredients. 

• Combine the squash, 

cheese, flour, eggs, 

thyme, salt, and pepper 

in a large bowl. 

• Heat 2 tablespoons oil in 

a large skillet over medi-

um. Working in batches, 

drop batter by 3 table-

spoon portions into hot 

oil. Flatten mounds into 

3 inch circles. 

• Cook until golden, 3 to 4 minutes, turning once. 

• Sprinkle with salt immediately after removing from the skillet . 

Keep warm in a 200 degrees F (95 degrees C) oven while 

cooking remaining fritters. Add additional oil as needed during 

cooking. Serve warm. 

The Georgia Horse Council (GHC) Board of 

Directors approved donating some of the 

monies that have accumulated from member-

ships over the past few years to a few organi-

zations in Georgia’s horse community.  Why 

join?  $1,000,000 EXCESS LIABILITY IN-

SURANCE included with your membership.  

More members means more monies available 

to donate. 

Georgia Horse Council monies were awarded 

to the following non-profits: 

1.  Kel-Mac Saddle Club. 

2.  Athens Area Horse Community. 

3.  CTHA for trail maintenance. 

4.  Back Country Horsemen of N. Georgia 

5.  Back Country Horsemen of MS Georgia. 

GHC Donates to Local Clubs 
By Patty Livingston 

• 3 cups shredded butternut squash 
• 1 cup shredded sharp white Cheddar cheese 
• 2/3 cup all purpose flour 

2 large eggs, lightly beaten 
• 1 1/2 teaspoons chopped fresh thyme 
• 1/2 teaspoon salt, plus more for sprinkling 
• 1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 
• 2 tablespoons vegetable oil, or more as needed 
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With Your Help we...Will Make A Difference! 

GERL & EIP to Host 6-Day Equine Event with Active Duty at Ft. Stewart 

Today was truly something.  Bonding with these horses and then getting to ride them 

made the experience unbelievable.  A true sense of peace and relaxation came over me.  

This event has truly sparked a love for horses and riding.   

The staff was wonderful and incredibly professional.  They treated you like family. 

The Georgia Equine Rescue League is dedicated to 

making a difference through our support of active duty 

at Ft. Stewart by offering them an opportunity to expe-

rience the magic of the horse.  GERL has previously 

hosted 2 four-day events, along with our New Hamp-

shire partner, Equine Immersion Project (EIP).  On Oc-

tober 21-26, 2024, we will host a 6-day event which 

will include the families of the participants on the last 

day.   

Never has the need for a program like this been so cru-

cial. Every day, 22 Veterans die by suicide in Amer-

ica. GERL and EIP seek to bring awareness to this 

heartbreaking statistic that highlights the severe crisis 

faced by those who have bravely served our nation.  

By sharing this article with your network and engaging 

with us on social media, you can help spread aware-

ness about hope and healing through the power of the 

horse. 

We invite you to become a supporter of our Ft. Stewart 

community.  As a supporter, you will provide unwa-

vering support and care, ensuring our heroes always 

have someone to lean on with the equine-related pro-

gram that we offer at Ft. Stewart bi-annually. 

Your contributions will make a profound impact, offer-

ing the support they need to heal and thrive. Thank you 

for joining us in this vital mission. Together, we can 

create a future where every service member feels sup-

ported, empowered, and able to lead a fulfilling life. 

Your dedication means the world to us and to the     

heroes we serve. 

To make a one-time donation or become a monthly 
supporter, visit https://gerlltd.org. 
 

Warm regards,  

 

Patty 

A Letter from Our Troops at Ft. Stewart 
Written by a Participant Attending the Event 
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W h o ’ s  W h o  
Georgia Equine Rescue League, Ltd. 

Board Members 

Patty Livingston  - President 
(770) 867-0760  /  gerlpatty@yahoo.com 

Cynthia Anderson - Vice President 
(770) 713-9887 / gomaisfat@yahoo.com  

CeCe Calli - Treasurer 
(706) 371-5804  /  foster@gerlltd.org 

Donna Pieper—Secretary 
(404) 797-3333  / secretary@gerlltd.org 

   Leslie Lambert - Alternate 
  gerlvolunteers@gerlltd.org 

 

 
 

Adoption & Foster Coordinator - CeCe Calli 
(706) 371-5804  /  foster@gerlltd.org 

Volunteer Coordinator - Leslie Lambert 
gerlvolunteers@gerlltd.org  

Area Coordinator Director - Gloria Bell 
(706) 392-7520 / gloria@decorinsights.com 

Stallion-Gelding Coordinator - Marian Finco  
 (706) 340-4368 / mhfinco@aol.com 

Public Relations Coordinator  - Open 
Flea Market Coordinator - Jacki Moore 

jmoore77@hotmail.com 

 

 
Social Media Coordinator - 

Nancy Bogardts  / a4dognight@hotmail.com 
Education Coordinator  - Cynthia Anderson 

(770) 713-9887 / gomaisfat@yahoo.com  
Grant Writer—Lisa Clark  

Merchandise Coordinator - Patty Livingston 
(770) 867-0760  / gerlpatty@yahoo.com  
Tack Store Coordinator - Cindy Farris 

(508) 769-2065  / rowse81957@hotmail.com  
Cumberland Island Project Lead  - Gloria Bell 

(706) 392-7520 / gloria@decorinsights.com 
 

Website, Newsletter & IT Services - Steve DeMoss 
(678) 427-5771  /  steve@gerlltd.org 

 
To report a case  of equine abuse, call the Georgia 

 Department of Agriculture’s Equine Division 
Monday - Friday  /  8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

(404) 656-3713 or (800) 282-5852 
If you would like GERL to assist with an 
Equine Abuse case call (770) 464-0138 

Interested in becoming an Area Coordinator? 

Contact Our Area Coordinator Director: 

Gloria Bell 

(706) 392-7520  

gloria@decorinsights.com 

Leslie Lambert was recently added to the GERL Board of Directors with a 

unanimous vote.  She is filling the position of Alternate Board Member, previ-

ously filled by Linda Kundell who retired from that position after serving for 

over eight years. I want to extend a huge “thank you” to Linda for her service 

over the many years, as well as to Leslie for volunteering to fill the position. 

Leslie has been a member of GERL for many years and has always been a 

faithful volunteer, many times doing the things that nobody likes to do. She al-

ready wears the hat as our Volunteer Coordinator, but she always helps with 

gathering donations, transporting horses or just about anything that comes her 

way.  Leslie is also a recipient of the much-coveted Marty Paulk Cheerleader 

Award as a testament to her dedication to GERL.   

Big thanks to Leslie for her support and dedication! 

  Leslie Lambert Accepts GERL Board Position 
By Patty Livingston 
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I would like to make a donation of: 

□ $150.00 per month for 4 months to rehabilitate one horse. 

□ $600.00 one time donation to rehabilitate one horse. 

□ $____________ per month to help rehabilitate the horses. 

□ $____________ any donation is gladly accepted! 

...or donate on our website @ https://gerlltd.org 

 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________ City:_____________ State:____ Zip:_________ 

Telephone #: _____________________  Email:  ________________________________ 

Donations will be applied directly towards feed and hay for horses located in the Veteran          

facilities that GERL supports, as well as the horses taken into GERL’s foster program. Currently, 

the cost for rehabilitating a horse is approximately $150 per month, per horse. 

Make your TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation through the Georgia Equine Rescue League, Ltd. 

“Feed a Horse” program.  We need your help so that these horses can live. 

Get involved!  Ask your friends, family, co-workers and others to help raise money to feed the 

horses! 

THANK YOU! 

Make check payable to:  

GERL 

Mail to: P.O. Box 328 

Bethlehem, GA  30620 

“Feed a Horse” 
Program 

Itty Bitty Before Itty Bitty After 

https://gerlltd.org 

Your donation is 

tax deductible! 

Join our Feed A Horse Program 
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For those of you who like to know where GERL spends your donated dollars, below is an     

update on our impact directly to horses since our last quarterly newsletter: 

• GERL spent $7,542 for feed, hay, vet care and farrier service for our foster horses. 

• GERL spent $636.00 on the castration of 5 horses. 

• GERL spent $3,227 on training and transporting horses. 

• GERL SPENT A TOTAL OF $11,405 THIS QUARTER DIRECTLY HELPING HORSES. 

Where Does the Money Go? 

Dear GEORGIA EQUINE RESCUE LEAGUE, LTD,. 

The Kroger Co. Family of Stores is committed to bringing hope 

and help to the local neighborhoods we call home. Our stores are 

on a mission to not just part of, but to help create a stronger 

community. We recognize that every community has unique 

causes that need support. Thank you for being such an important 

organization in our community. 

We encourage you to ask your supporters to link their rewards 

card to your organization. Community Rewards is easy to use, 

The more your supporters shop with us, the more money your organization will earn!  

We are committed to carefully protecting our customer's personal information. In order to meet their 

expectation of privacy, we have adopted a simple policy to never share a customer's personal infor-

mation. Our privacy policy applies to Community Rewards participation as well.  

Thank you for being such an important organization in our community, 

Community Rewards Staff 

June 16, 2024  -  September 14, 2024 

119  - Households  

$83.71  - Total Donations 

Join the Kroger Community Reward Program and help GERL 

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards 
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On August 23, 2024, a motion was filed with the Court 
to ask the Court to order that the horses on Cumber-
land Island be supplemented with water and forage, 
due to the original petition that was filed in April of 23 
is still pending.   

The Defendants' responded in early September.   The 
Defendants are still choosing to avoid the merits of 
case of suffering horses and arguing rather frivolous 
legal theories.   It boils down to what Judge Geraghty 
wishes to do.  She has the discretion to do whatever 
she wishes.   We are still waiting on her verdict. 

ARTICLE – NATIONAL PARK TRAVELER 

The case continues to get press through the National 
Parks Traveler.   There is a link and a QR Code that 
you can easily scan to pull up the article. 

https://www.nationalparkstraveler.org/2024/09/
travelers-view-round-em-move-em-out 

 

VIDEO – WHAT’S REALLY HAPPENING TO 
THE HORSES OF CUMBERLAND ISLAND 

Additionally, a new video is available that really hist 
the points perfectly of the status or “What’s Really 
Happening with the Horses of Cumberland Island”.    
The link and QR Code are also below for this outstand-
ing (Short) Video. 

https://youtu.be/TNIn_uFBFpM?si=k7PY1GAhm9jtH-
NI 

  

 
If you would like to contribute to the efforts to 
save and help these horses of Cumberland, 
please visit our website, donation page. 

                               

What’s Happening with the Horses of Cumberland Island 

The Calvin Center’s Horses & Warriors are just getting 

started up after their summer break. They used the two  

mini horses, Garth Brooks and Maggie Mae, for a Friday 

meeting with the Veterans and as they were leading them 

back to their pasture, 3 little butterflies flew right in front 

of Garth Brooks face. Well, the little guy broke the lead 

rope and took off running around the barn. He ran 

through the barn aisle a couple of times, scattering veter-

ans, and round and round the barn.  He had the happiest 

look on his face! What began as a fright turned into pure 

joy at his excitement.  Such fun to watch!  

A Brief Update from Horses & Warriors 
By Sara Reams 
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In Memory of 

Thank you for your donations Welcome New Members 

 

Feed A Horse  

Cumberland Island Horses 

In Honor of 

Pat Lusted 

Charles DeVane by Lamar Gore 

Bella, beloved horse of Susan McCullar, by Jeanne 

Barsanti  

Dolly Mae, Ebby & Blue Jay, Linda Stallings beloved pets, 

by Marian Finco 

Dr. Michael Sigman by Jane Lyttle 

Max, beloved horse of Suzie Cottongim, by Jane Estes 

Barbara Clark by Vickie Rollins 

Max, Jet’s best buddy and ruler of the barn for so many 

years, by Susie Cottongim 

Daina Rollor by Laura Crockarell 

Thanksgiving to my friend, Ronnie, by Margaret & Richard 
Korges 
Captain Michael & Ms. Holly Mortensen, by George &  
Denise Mortensen 
Those who maintain horse trails at Garland Mountain, by 
Red M. Ramble Fund 

Cecelia Severens 

Peggy Paris 

Kathy Adams  

Lisa Casey  

Kim Hampton 

Anonymous 

Sherry Massey 

Susan Lang 

Angela M. Samuels  

Allison Jenkins  

Jan Smith  

Susan & Chris Gregory 

Considering Animals Fund/

Fidelity Charitable 

Libby Whitley 

Susan Hathaway & Family 

Mary-Ellen Mateyka 

Alice Stagg 

Renee Hardman 

Kristen Romeu 

Beth Kemp 

Karen Lewis & Family 

Jim & Susan Stevens  

Dr. Gisela Dalton 

Margaret Korges 

Scott Lawler 

Patti Swierc 

Ann Bradley 
Lisa McKinney 

Alice Johnson 

Robin McCannon 

Erwin White 

Rosalee Dormio 

Pat Lusted 

Robin McCannon 

Janice Knight 

Kathleen Hickman 

Diane Winterwalorinta 

Kelly Cook 

Kelci Ragsdale 

Susan Reid 

Pennie Peck 

Betsy Bradley 

Melissa Mitchell 

Susan Happek 

Kevin Nagy & Family 

Penny Kwirant & Family 

Rebecca White 

Carla Trible 

Patti Swierc 

Erik Wittenzellner  

Constance Burchette  

Penelope Stiglitz 

Fran Herin 

George Mortensen 

Bob & Margaret Wallace 

Jim Januzelli 

Bob “Coop” Cooper 

Sherri Sharpe 

Pamela Erdman, M.D. 

Alice Johnson 

Mary Karom 

Jim Januzelli 

Kathleen Hickman 

Janice Knight 

Allison Herdic 

Judy McCrory 

Joan Brandenburg 

Dianne Harper 

Deidre Markham 

Tina Vollrath 

Fran Herin 

Knetics Design Group, Inc. 

Laura Crockarell 

Isabelle Gilbert 

 

Classy & Midnight Feed Donations 

Bar G Horse & Cattle 

Mary Ellen Mateyka 

Layla Harris  

Jessica Moseley  

Maryellen Penland  

Linda Stringer  

Penelope Fenyvest  

Louise Coats  

Kimberly Peterson  

Julie Moore  

Cary Berzock  

Zoe Latimer  

Sandy Mundrick  

Ellen Day  

Ronnie Pesserilo  

Vickie Floyd  

Natalie Norton  

Marian Finco  

Madison Isenhour & Charles 

Poole  

Horse  Guard, Inc. 

Grace Ayer  

Kate Jarrard  

Stacey Hasler  

Stallion to Gelding 

Your Donations Make a Difference! 

Huge thanks to everyone who donates to GERL.  our do-

nations help support our many programs  designed to help 

alleviate Georgia’s unwanted horse problems. Whether it 

is our foster/adoption, Feed a Horse, Stallion to Gelding, 

Crisis Intervention or Horses Heal Heroes program, we 

offer a variety of helpful, common-sense solutions for 

Georgia’s equine communities. 

Follow us on social media and sign up to become a mem-

ber of GERL to receive a 32-page quarterly news- letter. 

www.gerlltd.org.  Thank you!     With Your Help we...Will Make A Difference! 
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GERL Calendar of Events  -  Mark Your Calendars! 

Mark your calendars so that you don’t miss any of these wonderful events 

that will benefit GERL.  It’s a guaranteed great time, a benefit for a won-

derful cause and a way to see old friends and meet new friends! 

Visit our website for up to date information on events: 

https://gerlltd.org 

November 2024 

Stallion to Gelding Castration Month 

Participating Vets Across Georgia 

Check the GERL website mid-October for 

participating veterinarians. 

Gypsy is a 22 year-old Mustang mare that first came into 

the GERL foster program in 2022 and was adopted that 

same year. Due to recent changes she has returned to our 

program. She is very shy and hard to catch, but once 

caught, she leads and loads.  Gypsy has spent most of her 

life as a companion horse. She is healthy and require no 

meds.   

 For adoption fees and additional information,  

please contact CeCe Calli, Adoption Coordinator. 

(706) 371-6804  /  adopt@gerlltd.org 

December 14, 2024 

GERL Christmas Party 

Good Hope, GA 

Derby is a 17 year old TB Gelding. He is 16 hh and very sweet. He 

loves people and has good ground manners, stands for the   farrier 

and vet.  He is current on all vaccines and Coggins. Derby had a 

hock operation years ago, preventing him from being a perfor-

mance horse. He is a very non-aggressive horse in the pasture and 

gets along well with others. 

November 9, 2024 

Ed Dabney - Key to Harmony 

Hartwell, GA 

(Rain Date) 
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Anderson, Cynthia - Baldwin & Putnam 
(770) 713-9887  /  gomaisfat@yahoo.com 

Aronson, Dr. Amy - Lowndes 
(229) 356-7991 / aaronson@valdosta.edu 
Bell, Gloria – Coweta, Troup and Fayette 
(706) 392-7520 / gloria@decorinsights.com 

Bell, Joan – Effingham, Bryan and Liberty 
(617) 460-0979 / jelisbell@hotmail.com 

Benfield, Rita - Douglas, Haralson, Carroll 
(770) 330-0877 / ritabenfield@gmail.com 
Bond, Susie - Newton, Morgan & Greene 
(770) 464-4353  /  bond97@att.net  

Brayton, Cynthia - Rockdale & Henry 
(678) 490-6266 /  leaper12@hotmail.com 

Brock, Allen - Franklin, Madison, Hart, Stephens, Elbert, 
Banks, Jackson, Clark]e, Oglethorpe, Habersham, Rabun 
(706) 255-6595 /  astunt1@yahoo.com 

Calli, CeCe  -  Hart, Franklin and Elbert  
(706) 371-5804 / gerlfoster@aol.com 
Cheatham, Sally  - Coweta, Heard, Meriwether, Fayette, 
and South Fulton    
(770) 253-8703  / horseplay484@gmail.com 

Dale, Rhonda - Paulding, Polk & Carroll 

(770) 769-0445 / rhondajdale@hotmail.com 

Greene, Brian—Walton 
(404) 660-6420  /  brian.e.greene7@gmail.com 
Hammond, Angie - Elbert, Madison, Franklin & Hart  
(762) 338-8786 / ahammond1023@gmail.com  

Henderson, Karen - Dougherty, Lee, Terrell & Baker  
(229) 883-2842 / k3apps@yahoo.com  

Jacobi, Lynn  - Henry, Butts, Newton & Rockdale          
(954) 857-5217 / Ljacobi1953@gmail.com  

Key, Ashley - Hall, Gwinnett, Forsyth & Jackson  
(404) 424-1495 / ashleykey@gmail.com 

King, Lori - Walton, & Newton  
(609) 517-3335 / ridefree34.5kawa@yahoo.com 

Kingsley, Tanya  - Jasper, Butts, Monroe, Jones & Putnam  
(706) 468-0794 / twkings@gmail.com 
Valentina (Tina) Niven - Burke  
(706) 564-9507 / valentinaniven@gmail.com 

Perlman, Susan - DeKalb  
(404) 824-5522 / seperlman@bellsouth.net 

Pieper, Donna - Gwinnett & Walton  
(404) 797-3333 / horsesdlp@gmail.com 
Pippen, Tasha  -  Banks, Barrow, Hall, Gwinnett 
(404) 713-8598  /  trinitystables1736@gmail.com  
Raybon, Annette - Paulding, Cobb, Bartow 
(770) 713-2244 / raybonta@bellsouth.net 

Roush, Lori—Warren, Hancock, Wilkes, McDuffe, Glascock 
and Washington 
(706) 699-0230  /  cfdancingstar@aol.com 
Santoriello, Charles - Fayette, Cowetta & Spalding 

(404) 626-6294 / csanty541@yahoo.com 

 

Scruggs, Amy– Cook , Lowndes, Colquitt, Thomas, Berrien 

and Lanier 
(520) 403-8949 / amy.scruggs1981@gmail.com 
Uhlenbrock, Rita—Bulloch, Chatham, Effingham 
(912) 667-5151 / ritarae819@gmail.com 

Whitworth, Debbie - Elbert & Hart 
(404) 805-4409 / rlw73dpw@gmail.com 
Wrensen, Sue - Cherokee 
(770) 331-6947 / swrensen@comcast.net 
Ziebell, Ray - Dawson & Pickens 
(770) 354-0293 / razfences@msn.com 

 

AREA COORDINATORS NEEDED in 

MIDDLE AND SOUTH GEORGIA! 

   We Need You!! Please consider volunteering to be 

GERL’s horse “go to person” in your area.  The types of 

things that you might  be asked to do would be to perform 

a “drive-by” to check out a “skinny horse” report in your 

area. Perhaps someone in your area has applied to adopt 

one of our horses and we need someone to perform a farm 

visit.  Please call Gloria Bell at (706) 392-7520 if you can 

spare a little of you time. 

For updated Area Coordinators: 
https://gerlltd.org/area-coordinators/  

We’d Like To Hear From You! 

Do you know any special kids who  

deserve a shout out for their good works?   

Contact us.   

We would like to feature them in an  

upcoming newsletter! 

gerlpatty@yahoo.com 
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It has been an extremely busy last few months with an 
unusual amount of activity coming from various coun-

ty law enforcement organizations requesting help with 
horses.  It wasn’t long ago that I was complaining that 
the counties were not calling us about any horse situa-

tions.  In fact, we only had one call from law enforce-
ment since the Georgia Department of Agriculture 
(GDA) closed their impound barns in March of 2020. 

That call came in September of 2022 and involved 13 
horses that were legally seized from their neglectful 
owner.  I’m referring to “The Baker’s Dozen” which 

ended up being tied up in court for a year and a half 
before GERL received a Release of Ownership. Due 
to the cost involved with rehabilitation for so many 

over-sized horses (most were Warmbloods and Thor-
oughbreds), I was relieved that we weren’t getting 
called by other counties, asking us to take a horse. 

Almost immediately after adopting out the last few 
Baker’s Dozen horses, things started to heat up with 

local Animal Controls and Sheriff’s offices all over 
Georgia, but especially in the southern part.  First, we 
received a call about an older mare and gelding that 

were being taken from their owner that were in very 
poor condition.  We named them Classy and Midnight 
and they appeared on social media, drawing attention 

to the severity of their starvation.  

Within a couple of weeks, we received a call from 
Burke County Animal Control, and they had 3 horses 
ready to go that we had previously committed to 

bringing into our program. Within a couple of weeks, 
we separated the 2 geldings out of that herd and sent 
them to a trainer, hoping to get them adopted from 

there.  I barely had a chance to enjoy my reduced herd 
when I received a phone call from Gwinnett Animal 
Control requesting help with a 15-horse seizure.  I 

came home with 2 stallions and a mare that I had to 

stash on my neighbor’s property since I was running 
out of room. We adopted Midnight and Princess, and 

they were immediately replaced with a mustang mare 
named Gypsy and Derby, her Thoroughbred compan-
ion.  

It has been a whirlwind of horses coming and going 

and during all this activity it has become very clear 
that GERL needs more foster homes.  We need homes 
that can quarantine for a short period of time since 

many horses coming in from law enforcement may 
not have a current Coggins.  We also need foster 
homes with pastures.  If you are able to help out by 

fostering, please reach out to CeCe Calli and request a 
foster application. (gerlfoster@gerlltd.org) 

     By Patty Livingston, President 

  

With Your Help...we Will Make A Difference! 
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I follow various equine nutrition related forums and 

veterinarians on social media and am always on the 

lookout for new info or tips to help with the horses.  As 

we know, water consumption is critical to our horse’s 

health and a frequent topic this summer has been how 

to encourage them to drink.   Clean fresh water is key 

and many discussions centered on the “best” way to 

keep algae at bay when using the large livestock tubs.  

So when Facebook (in its all-knowing “wisdom”) 

popped a post related to this topic on my news feed, I 

was hooked.  Consequently the Jones County Texas 

Extension Service soon had me following progress of 

their project along with numerous others.   

To be brief, Jones County is located near Abilene, TX 

and includes numerous large cattle ranches.  The post 

was about a 30 day demonstration project done evaluat-

ing common approaches owners use to mitigate algae 

growth in water troughs.  Two of these approaches are 

often discussed in the equine forums I follow.   While 

the focus of the demonstration was water quality for 

cattle, I thought Georgia horse owners would still be 

interested.  Clay Cole, County Extension Agent in 

Jones County, TX graciously gave GERL permission 

to share the article.  Their end results are summarized 

in the image below.  However, the details, complete 

with photos and explanations can be viewed by copy-

ing the link to your browser or scanning the QR code 

on your mobile device.  If you have questions specific 

to the demonstration project, please contact the Jones 

County Extension Office at jones-tx@tamu.edu.       

Algae in the Water Trough…again 
By Lisa Clark 
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Continued from page 20 

GERL Mailbox 

GERL Mailbox: 

Hello Patty.  

I am searching for a reputable 501(c)3 rescue in the hopes of donating a portion of my upcoming book 

sales. I need an honest, God loving group who is willing to help me get the word out. I have hundreds of 

hours in this book, and two of the horses in it are my own beloved MFT rescue Rusty, and my TWH 

rescue Luke.  

 I am a teacher, and my husband is a disabled veteran and retired police officer. I am very serious about 

helping more horses find a loving forever home. The book is for children, and is about unicorns. Please 

let me know if you are interested. You were recommended to me on Facebook, and when I went 

through your website, I really felt like you might be perfect. I really love your help with veterans too! 

You can check out my first two books on Amazon, and my website is www.feathersgift.com.  
Thank you, 

Carla Trible 

http://www.feathersgift.com
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Cargill Announces new Ultra 

Premium Line of Horse Feeds 

Cargill Feed has a new ultra-
premium line of horse feed, 
ProElite which has now been 
incorporated into the SHOW 
program. Triple Crown POPs 
will also be accepted.   

Please save Proof of 
Purchase seals from ProElite 
and Triple Crown and send them to: 

Ginny Scarritt 
4835 Kendall Court, Atlanta, GA 30342 

 

Please Help! 

GERL receives money for the following... 

Please save Proof Of Purchase seals from bags of these  

Southern States feeds, Legends & Reliance 

and Triple Crown.    

 

Southern States and Triple Crown Proof of Purchases (POPs) 

continue to trickle in.  We were able to take advantage of the TC 

offer again this year, which is 1 $25 VISA gift card for every 12 

POPs.  Thanks to our TC donors, we had enough for all 12 gift 

cards!  Thank you, again, to our consistent donors and thank you 

to our newest POP donors:  Rebecca Testerman,  

Suzanne Cottingim, A. Wester, Grace Kanavage and the Roberts 

on Commercial Rd. in Athens. 

   Please clip your Triple Crown and ProElite POPs and send ‘em 

my way!  Let’s do our part to end the suffering of many Georgia 

horses and put them on the path to their forever homes.  Thank 

you for your support! 

Ginny Scarritt 

and send them to: 

4835 Kendall Court * Atlanta, GA  30342 

 

 
GERL Stallion to 

Gelding Program. 

Stallions Gelded 
To Date By GERL:  

1393 

Horses in our Foster Care Program 

Horse Age Sex Ridable Foster Farm 

Sucha 9 Mare Yes In Training 

Cisco 25 Gelding No Steven Neal 

Sultan 23 Gelding No Steven Neal 

Gypsy 24 Mare No Patty Livingston 

Derby 17 Gelding Light Patty Livingston 

Classy 25 Mare No Patty Livingston 

Tucker 3 Stud No Patty Livingston 

Airey 2 Stud No Patty Livingston 

Breezy 2 Mare No Patty Livingston 

Rocket 5 Gelding  Yes In Training 

Kat 7 Mare Yes In Training 

CeCe Calli—Foster Care Coordinator 

(706) 376-2410 * foster@gerlltd.org 
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Saving Unicorns 
By Carla Trible 

Hello members of GERL!   

I am a veteran science teacher, now in my 26th year of teaching teen-

agers.  I love animals, especially Golden Retrievers and horses.  I am 

blessed to share my life with both.  Last year I began writing chil-

dren’s books, in the hopes of encouraging young ones to love and 

respect animals.  Feather, my beloved late Golden Retriever, is the 

main character in my first books.  She was my best friend for 13 

years, and grew up in my classroom.  She touched many lives at 

school as well as in the community, where she proudly served as a 

therapy dog.  She was everyone’s favorite in the Paws to Read pro-

gram at the local library.  My publishing company is lovingly and 

rightfully named “Feather’s Gift.” 

Luke, my beloved Tennessee Walker rescue, plays a key role in my 

first book, Feather and the Lonesome Firefly.  Both he and Rusty, 

also a rescue, are important characters in the upcoming book, Feath-

er and the Unicorns.  I fully understand how challenging and expensive a rescue horse can be.  I do believe, how-

ever, that rescue horses are unicorns in disguise, and that with love and care, they can absolutely be that for those 

of us who earn it.  Luke and Rusty certainly have been mine.  

My dream from the beginning of my writing journey was to somehow  find a way to help rescue other horses.  I 

prayed for guidance many times.  This world is challenging for many, yet it seems that the horses are the ones 

who often pay the highest price.  They all deserve a chance to be loved, and to touch lives, like my wonderful 

boys have touched mine.  I am determined to make that happen, and I now have a path to do just that!    

I am absolutely THRILLED to say that I have partnered with GERL on this wonderful adventure.  I admire the 

dedication this group has shown to the horses, and the teamwork involved to make it happen.   I love how chil-

dren are involved.  After all, they will be the ones to carry on with this important mission.  Finally, when I saw 

the veteran’s program, I knew without a doubt that I had found the right group to share my dream.  Both my hus-

band and my father are disabled veterans.  God has definitely led me to the right group of people.  

This upcoming book has a beautiful story that I feel horse (and dog) lovers will find a real connection with.  It’s 

the story you want to believe is true, whether you are five or 105 years old.  It is dyslexia friendly.  The illustra-

tions, which actually include Luke, Rusty, and Feather (along with her “stunt double”) are specially designed to 

be inclusive to colorblind children.  I do believe my books are the first of their kind for that.  

A portion of each sale will proudly be donated to GERL, and I do plan to share an entire unicorn series in the fu-

ture.  If you would like to support this endeavor and be part of this special journey, please check for it on Ama-

zon.  It will be available in paperback on October 25th.   

If you have questions, suggestions, or just want to reach out, please find me at www.feathersgift.com  or scan the 

QR code.  My website is just beginning, but I have dreams for that too. Feather’s Gift also has a new Facebook 

page if you’d like to follow.  I would truly love to hear from you! 

Let’s go save some unicorns!! 

~Carla 

Continued on page 25 
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GERL Partners with Feathers Gift Children’s Books 
 

Continued from page 24 
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Georgia Equine Rescue League  Area Coordinator Update 
By Gloria Bell 

A GERL Area Coordinator 
Meeting was held on Thurs-
day, September 26th. 

The purpose of this meeting 
was to cover several topics 
with regard to Re-Homing 
Horses.  Although GERL does 
not actively rehome horses, 
GERL receives a great deal of 
calls, and the requests are be-
coming more frequent. 

We covered what GERL 
“CAN DO” and “HOW GERL 
CAN HELP”. 

GERL Area Coordinators have an opportunity to edu-
cate communities about how rehoming a horse can end 
well or end very poorly for the horse.   There are many 
bad actors wanting horses for all the wrong reasons and 

this is an opportunity for GERL to help horse owners 
understand this and all the variables involved with 
finding their horse a good, caring home.  

GERL’s Re-Homing A Horse Outline (document) is 
very detailed with the information an owner needs to 
consider when re-homing their horse(s).   It’s important 
that we provide additional expertise that we know and 
understand all too well, being a part of GERL.  Sharing 
examples and past experiences is key to helping an 
owner make an informed decision selecting the new 
owner that will be capable to care for them in the long 
term. 

GERL is always looking for Area Coordinators to be-
come part of the team.   Contact Gloria Bell  at (706) 
392-7520 if you would like to join our team. 

GERL Volunteer of the Quarter 
By Patty Livingston 

This quarter’s volunteer is 

someone who wears many hats 

and has been a loyal volunteer 

for the Georgia Equine Rescue 

League (GERL) for more than 

10 years.  She is a GERL 

Board member, serving as our 

Treasurer since 2022, but best 

known as her role as Foster 

and Adoption Coordinator, 

which she has handled for 

many years.  I am talking 

about none other than CeCe 

Calli, if you haven’t guessed. 

GERL has had a sudden influx 

of horses, most coming from 

law enforcement, and CeCe 

has spun her magic to find 

them the perfect forever 

homes.  She has a knack for pairing the right horse 

with the right human. Rescue organizations are typical-

ly measured by the horses’ length of stay before being 

rehomed and CeCe does an 

excellent job of keeping the 

revolving door turning which 

enables GERL to help more 

horses.  It is a lot of work, 

hours on the phone and com-

puter,  yet she never com-

plains.   

CeCe is also a foster mom and 

offers her beautiful farm to 

many of the horses that come 

through our program.  Oh, and 

let me not forget that she was 

also a recipient of the Marty 

Paulk Cheerleader Award! 

GERL’s success depends on 

the team of people who repre-

sent it, and I am forever grate-

ful to volunteers like CeCe Calli who have stepped up 

to make a difference in the world of horses! 

Thank You, CeCe! 
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Continued on page 29 

This is a story about Mac, McPhee, Midnight.  He was 
rescued by The Georgia Equine Rescue League in July 
2024 (I think) from a couple who did not want to give 
him up, but didn’t want to take care of him properly 
either.  He was a 2.5 on the Henneke scale.  Luckily, he 
ended up with Patty Livingston and was properly set 
on the road to health. 

Back to the beginning.  I live on a small ranch adjacent 
to a grass runway.  My husband and I moved from 
Florida to find a property where I could have my hors-
es (2 at the time) and he could have his airplanes.  We 
looked all over Florida but could never find anything 
that we thought would stay dry. 

We ended up in Georgia in October of 2003.  The 
house and hangar were ready, but there was no barn or 
fencing.  I boarded my horses about 15 minutes away 
at a small boarding facility and went to work finding 
someone to build my barn and fence my pasture.  This 
all became a reality in December of 2003, before 
Christmas, which was my goal.   

After six months of bliss, one of my horses broke his 
leg and everything changed.  In the process of finding 
the right horse to replace him, I ended up with three 
more horses.  Their ages were 10, 4 and 15 months. 
The one that I had left from Florida was 3. My little 
herd of four were together for almost twenty years.  
Then in January, 2023, we decided to send our now 28-
year-old over the Bridge because she had severe arthri-
tis in her back and we had tried everything.  This start-
ed the ball rolling down the mountain.  Over the next 
two months we surprisingly lost two more of the herd.  
The one we had left was the aforementioned 15-month-
old who was now 20 years old. 

I decided she needed a companion so I ended up adopt-
ing a purebred Egyptian Arabian who was also 20 
years old.  It wasn’t a match made in heaven but they 
worked things out and found a relationship that worked 
for them.  Back to bliss.  All was good, until . . . out of 
the blue we lost the last of the original herd.  After hav-
ing the herd for about twenty years, it was wiped out in 
thirteen months.  The only horse left was the horse I 
had adopted as a companion.  Her name is Aairy and 
even though I could have sent her back to the rescue, I 
couldn’t do that to her because I think she felt safe and 
loved.  We changed our horse practices to allow her to 
have choices.  The barn stayed open day and night and 
she had the choice to be in the front of the barn, in her 
stall or out in the pasture during the day.  At night it 

was either her stall or around the barn. 

Things seemed to be okay, but not perfect.  As the 
weeks turned into 3 months, she seemed good enough, 
but I believe she was always on guard. She was not 
used to being totally by herself, especially at night. She 
had always been in the company of other horses all of 
her life, even if many of those horses severely picked 
on her and she has the scars to prove it.  I don’t know a 
lot about her but I do know that people also hurt her as 
you can tell by the halter scar on her face.  She was 
shuffled in and out of rescue after being adopted and 
then starved.  I was not going to send her back to any 
of that.  We are together for life. 

Anyway, even though I didn’t want to play the get an-
other companion game, I started thinking about getting 
one for her.  I had been following a couple of rescues 
online but they were far away.  One day I decided to 
look at the GERL website just to see if they had any 
horses for adoption.  There were three listed so after 
thinking about the description of each one I chose a 
mare who was about 25 and was described as having 
been used to being by herself and at the lowest of the 
pecking order in a herd setting.  She sounded perfect 
for Aairy so I filled out the application.  

TO KNOW HIM IS TO LOVE HIM 
By Penny Kwirant 

Delivery day – Meeting Aairy  
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That same day I e-mailed the application to CeCe. She 
got back to me quickly and said that just that day the 
foster of this horse decided they wanted to adopt.  
BUT, she had others that needed a home.  One of those 
was a 20+ year old registered trotter that was named 
Midnight.  I saw the intake photo and then an updated 
photo that was better, and another after that which was 
even better.  He was a beautiful horse who was de-
scribed as being a gentleman to the mare he was living 
with.  I was told later that the mare picked on him terri-
bly so he was ready to get out of that situation.  I re-
quested to adopt him and Patty brought him to me on 
September 11, 2024.  He came out of the trailer and 
things were calm.  Patty stayed for a bit and we talked 
and watched him eat grass.  It all looked great.   

Well, when Patty pulled out of our property and my 
husband and I were going to go back up to the house, 
Aairy turned into a crazy horse and every time Mid-
night was anywhere near us or it looked like he may be 
coming near us, she would charge at him faster than I 
have ever seen her run with her teeth barred and her 
tail flagging.  Once we were out of the pasture, things 
did calm down, but they kept their distance from each 
other.  The next day was similar when either of us 
came down to the barn to clean or feed or put to bed.  
On the third day things calmed down a lot.  They were 
eating grass near each other and Aairy was not being as 
crazy when either of us was in the area.  It still wasn’t 
perfect, but it was doable. 

From then on, things quickly got much better.  They 
started to always be in the vicinity of each other.  Now 
Aairy does not lay down to rest.  When she first got 
here she laid flat out in the pasture and once in her stall 
at night (we have cameras and we thought she was sick 
but she wasn’t).  In the last year, I don’t believe she has 
laid down once.  She would stand to sleep and her nose 
would almost touch the ground then her front knees 
would buckle and wake her up.  But, just a couple days 
ago, she laid down outside and took a nap, under the 
watchful gaze of Midnight.  Today as I was coming up 
the driveway, they were snoozing next to each other.  I 
was elated.  And this afternoon Midnight laid down 
and slept while Aairy grazed nearby. 

Back to Midnight.  He has a freeze brand on his neck 
because he did spend time at the track.  I started re-
searching and joined the US Trotting Association so I 
was able to get records.  I am not a full-blown member, 
just enough to search the records for information on 
him.  

First of all, his registered name is McPhee.  His sire’s 
name was BJ’s Mac so we now call him Mac for short.  
I got his 5-generation pedigree, not that I know any-
thing about those family names, but some of them were 
big winners.  Mac raced ten times out but never made a 
dime.  I guess that’s why I ended up with him.  He is 
worth the biggest purse to me but I don’t think he has 
the attitude to be a killer opponent and win races.  He 
is the sweetest boy and I truly love him already.  I 
know Aairy has changed her tune about him too and 
my desire is that they will fall in love and get married, 
which may be happening. 

Needless to say, Mac has found his forever home.  I am 
thankful that what I thought I wanted was not what we 
all needed.  God has a way of listening, laughing and 
deciding the best way to proceed and he did his usual 
amazing works in this unexpected pairing.   

One little side note.  Mac’s birthday is March 5, 2003, 
Aairy’s birthday is March 10, 2003 and Little Bit’s (the 
horse that passed away in June) birthday was March 
14, 2003.  I actually thought that was amazing and that 
all of this was meant to be.  Thank you, CeCe and Patty 
for making this happen.  It is a match made in heaven 
as far as I can see. 

Things are smooth every day now and I am hoping this 
is the happily ever after for both of these adopted hors-
es.  They deserve a chance to be at peace, not look over 
their shoulders for possible danger and to eat on a regu-
lar schedule.  For however long I have them I will do 
my best to make sure, as it pertains to me, that they 
have this every day for the rest of their lives. 

Midnight is now known as Mac.  

TO KNOW HIM IS TO LOVE HIM 
By Penny Kwirant 

Continued from page 28 
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SPONSOR BUSINESS CARDS 

Trinity stables is horses healing hearts Inc. 
501(c)3 non-profit organization 

Tasha Pippen 404-713-8598 / 

Pairing foster kids with horses 

who can heal their  

hearts, mind, and soul. 

Trinity Stables 

 

PLACE YOUR 

 BUSINESS 

CARD HERE AND 

REACH THOUSANDS 

OF POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS! 

Email: ads@gerlltd.org 
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Georgia Equine Rescue League 

PO Box 328 

Bethlehem, GA 30620 

(770) 464-0138 

https://gerlltd.org 

New Member:  __________  Renewal:  __________                Date:__________________ 

Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

City / State / Zip:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

County: ________________________________  

Phone: _______________________________ 

E-mail Address: ___________________________________________ Referred by:  _____________ 

_______ I am a horse owner 

_______ Although I do not own a horse, I would like to support the GERL 

_______ I am interested in becoming a GERL Foster Home 

_______ I am interested in becoming a GERL fundraising event volunteer 

Annual membership dues are: 

$35.00 Family:_______  $25.00 Single: ________ $15.00 Junior (12 & under):_______ Age:_______ 

$50.00 Club, Organization or Business:________ $1000.00 Lifetime:________ 

Miscellaneous Donation:_____________ 

In Honor of ___________________________   for the amount of $__________________  

In Memory of __________________________   for the amount of $__________________ 

 

Make check payable to: GERL 

Mail to:  GERL - P.O. Box 328 - Bethlehem, GA 30620 

PRST STD 
US POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT #1176 
STONE MOUNTAIN, GA 

“As a convenience you can donate or signup/renew your membership on our website https://gerlltd.org” 

Georgia Equine Rescue League, Ltd. - Certified 501(c)3 with the State of Georgia 

Visit our website: Donate, Membership and Current information: https://gerlltd.org 

With Your Help … We Will Make A Difference! 


