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The Georgia Equine Rescue League (GERL) recently 

took in 3 horses from the 15 horses in Gwinnett Coun-

ty that were recently on the news.   Participating in a 

large horse dispersal is not like 

ordinary horse shopping.  You 

show up with your trailer and 3 

horses that are separated from 

the rest is what you take home.  

There was a stallion, a gelding 

and a mare.  All 3 were feral 

and loading them took the better 

part of 2 hours and extra people 

to work the panels that were 

used to push them to the open 

trailer.   

Despite the tangles, the stallion 

was quite the looker with his 

exceptionally long mane.  He 

also had the best body weight of 

the total herd, which is typical.  

He was immediately separated 

from the other two after we ar-

rived at my farm.  I gave them 

several days to settle in before trying to do any type of 

assessment, while playing the role of waitress.  The 

other two horses, both Palominos, looked like twins 

and were attached at the hip.  Both needed to gain 

weight.  All three of the horses were young and the 

stallion was showing no signs of 

studliness, which was a relief.   

It was hard to get very close to 

them.  Their fear of humans did 

not allow anyone to get beside 

or behind them.  I could touch 

the noses of both boys, but that 

was about it.  The mare didnôt 

allow any touching and ran off 

every time I came near her.  Af-

ter their second week here I saw 

little or no improvement and 

began to question how anybody 

was able to castrate the 

ñgeldingò.  Finally, I was able 

to get a quick look while feed-

ing and sure enough, he was not 

a gelding.    I had a goal that 

both boys would be domesticat-

ed enough by November to get 

in on our Stallion to Gelding Castration program.   

By Patty Livingston 
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I wasnôt sure how that was going to happen, but I stuck 

to the goal.  Jacki Moore volunteered to come over and 

work with Tucker, by sitting out in his paddock and 

ignoring him.  He was very curious and sniffed her all 

over, but wouldnôt allow being touched past his nose. 

After a week, we decided he should go to a trainer. 

It has been almost a month since they came to live at 

my farm.  They have gained weight and are looking 

good now.  It is time that they move to the next phase 

of their lives where they will become domesticated and 

the two stallions will become geldings. 

This feral trio is not our first experience with untoucha-

ble horses.  Several years ago, we brought 6 feral hors-

es into our program that we named ñThe Six Amigosò.  

They went to trainers who were able to turn them into 

nice rideable partners.  The Gwinnett horses will also 

go to a trainer who will introduce them to new possi-

bilities!  Look for updates in upcoming newsletters. 

More New Arrivals 
By Patty Livingston 

Jacki Moore doing a little ñdesensitizingò with Tucker. 

Airey, the gelding that is not a gelding.  

Tucker is a beautiful Arabian stallion with trust issues. Breezy (left) and Airey. 
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More New Arrivals - Gypsy & Derby 
By Patty Livingston 

Gypsy is a 24 year old tattooed Mustang mare that 

came into our program  from law enforcement  in the 

Spring of 2022.  She was extremely hard to catch and  

avoided human interaction.  In the Fall of 2022, she 

was adopted as a pasture pal by a gentleman who al-

ready had a TB gelding named Derby.  

Over the next two years, Derby and Gypsy were like 

peas and carrots, depending on each other for compan-

ionship, complaining loudly, if separated. Life was 

good, and then, the property was sold and the people 

moved away, physically unable to care for their prop-

erty or the horses any longer. 

GERL received  a phone call letting us know that  

Gypsy and Derby needed a new home immediately.  

Both horses came to my farm, which is where Gypsy 

lived before being adopted, so she was comfortable in 

her surroundings right away. 

Derby, now 17 years old, loves people. He is a very 

sweet boy. We were told that he had a operation on one 

of his rear hocks many years ago, dictating a future of 

light riding only. He shows no signs of lameness. 

GERL is offering both horses for adoption as pasture 

pals. Contact CeCe Calli for more information 

@gerlfoster@gerlltd.org. 

Derby is a  very sweet boy. 

Derby is a TB Gelding that loves people. 

Gypsy is a 24 yr. old Mustang mare. 
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Update on Classy and Midnight 
By Patty Livingston  

Thanks to so many generous people, Classy and Mid-

night have reached a place in their rehabilitation where 

they arenôt so hard to look at, anymore.  Their sharp 

points are now more rounded, and their coats are nice 

and shiny. Both horses have gained enough weight to 

receive their vaccinations and get their teeth floated, 

recently.   

Both horses were picked up by Pierce County Animal 

Control from their neglectful owner and turned over to 
GERL a little over two months ago.  It has been amaz-
ing to watch them bloom into the beautiful creatures 

God created. 

Special thanks to Bar G Horse & Cattle Feed, located 

in Bishop, GA., who ran a contest offering a chance to 

win a nice gift basket for those who purchased a bag of 

Triple Crown Senior feed for Classy and Midnight.  

They were able to secure 32 bags of feed for the pair 

and Triple Crown feed also donated 20 bags, for a total 

of 52 bags of feed!  

After 3 months of rehabilitation with good feed and 

hay, both horses were ready to find their forever 

homes.  Midnight went to live with Penny Kwirant and 

her mare, Aairy, who needed a companion.  He now 

goes by Mac and is living the life of Riley.  Classy, 

who is now known as Pumpkin, has gone to a new fos-

ter home where she is receiving the attention and love 

that she deserves. Words hardly seem adequate to 

thank all the horse lovers who have helped make the 

life of these two senior horses better than ever.  It 

makes me proud to be a part of something so wonder-

ful! 

Classy on August 16th,  BS of 2.5.  

Midnight on June 13th, Body Score 2.5  

Midnight on August 16th, BS of 4.0.  

Classy on June 13th. Body Score of 1.  
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GERL received a phone from the Burke County Ani-

mal Control supervisor who had taken in 3 horses from 

their owner and was looking for a rescue organization 

that would take them. I drove to Waynesville to pick 

them up in mid-August and brought them back to my 

farm where I stashed them temporarily on my neigh-

borôs property while we figured out what we had and 

who needed to go where. 

The small herd consisted of a 25 year old TWH mare 

named Princess, Rocket, her 5 year old TWH gelding 

son, and an 8 year old gelding named Dart, who was 

their leader. They had been in the custody of Burke Co. 

Animal Control for a couple of months so they were 

already fattened up, with the exception of Princess, 

who needed a topline. 

Within a week or so, both boys were picked up by 

Tinker Moffitt for thirty days of training.  Dart proved 

to be a very smart and willing boy and was adopted 

right away.  Princess also went to her forever home in 

the North Georgia mountains where she has other hors-

es to hang with all day. 

GERL is offering Rocket for adoption. He now is a 

rideable horse and is super sweet. Contact CeCe Calli 

for more information at:  gerlfoster@gerlltd.org 

More New Arrivals - Burke Co. Threesome 
By Patty Livingston 

The Three Musketeers   

Dart was adopted by Kay. Rocket is a 5 year old TWH gelding ready for adoption.  


