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   In 1993 six horse lovers with a one hundred dollars 

loan founded Georgia Equine Rescue League (GERL). 

The founders of GERL realized the Humane Care ACT 

of 1992 created a finan-

cial need for the care of 

the equine impounded 

by the Georgia Depart-

ment of Agriculture 

(GDA).  So, with the 

mission of GERL to 

support the equine im-

pounded by Georgia 

Department of Agricul-

ture (GDA), a 27-year 

journey began.  

   In 1993 the GDA on-

ly had one impound 

available to them for 

equine.  The impound, 

located in Decatur Ga., was often referred to as the ñthe 

critical careò impound.  It could accommodate and care 

for 15 horses.  Over time, the GDA would need another 

facility and the Department of Natural Resources 

(DNR) provided the GDA Equine Division with the 

Mansfield impound, located in Jasper County. It includ-

ed a large tract of land with a large barn.  The property 

had previously been used for horses and the huge con-

crete barn made the perfect impound.  The acreage was 

another plus.   It was a very proud time for both the 

DNR and the Department of Agriculture. 

  Over the years, both 

the Decatur and Mans-

field impounds were 

active.  Hundreds of 

horses came through 

their barns and were 

successfully rehabilitat-

ed.  The hard work of 

the employees and vol-

unteers gave these 

horses a new lease on 

life.  Mansfield took on 

the role as the ñcritical 

careò impound in 2009.  

Over time, the property 

was developed. Cross 

fencing was put up to divide the large grassy paddocks, 

a construction office trailer was purchased and set up 

beside the barn and several horse shelters were erected.  

Mansfield received many visitors who came out to learn 

a little bit about horses.  It was an exciting place to visit.  

You were sure to see lots of horses in all   stages of 

 rehabilitation.  Mansfield was bustling.    

Georgia Equine Rescue League, Ltd. 

P.O. Box  328 

Bethlehem, Ga. 30620 

770-464-0138 

https://gerlltd.org 

contactus@gerlltd.org 

By Patty Livingston 
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   As with everything else in 

life, over time things 

change.  In 2015 the Deca-

tur impound closed. It had 

outlived its usefulness.  

There was no longer a need 

for the services it provided.  

The Mansfield impound 

was large enough to house 

the number of horses 

picked up by the State, so 

there was no need to house 

horses at Decatur, anymore. It was certainly a sad time 

for everyone associated with the Decatur impound.  

The dedication of the volunteers was such that they re-

mained loyal until the end.    

   Time marches on and with that the GDA recently de-

cided to push the responsibility of abused and neglect-

ed equine to the respective Counties.  The GDA decid-

ing it would be more beneficial to take on an educa-

tional role.  In April of this year the Mansfield im-

pound, also known as the Jasper County Impound, offi-

cially closed and the 30-day notice of vacancy to the 

DNR has run.  GERL removed the last three horses in 

early April and volunteers have been working for over 

a month to remove everything else.  It has been an 

emotional task for many of the volunteers who have 

given so much of their time over the years to the horses 

at Mansfield. The two prison impounds are still open, 

but there are only 4 horses between the two.  The 

COVID 19 pandemic has taken a toll with budget cuts 

impacting the ability of the inmates to feed or work 

regularly with the horses. We are not sure what the fu-

ture holds for the prison impounds, but GERL contin-

ues to support both, with hopes that things will im-

prove in the coming months. 

   Change is inevitable. What once was, is no longer, 

but a good time was had by all involved. After 27 
years, the recent shift in equine responsibility to the 
county animal control and law enforcement agencies 

will bring about changes to the original mission of 
GERL.  Sometimes change is difficult. However, we 
are prepared and with your help, We Will Make a    

Difference!     

THE MANSFIELD IMPOUND - THE END OF AN ERA 

By Patty Livingston 
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   Back in November of 2019, GERL picked up 6 total-

ly untouched young horses.  I thought it was pretty 

brave of Patty to haul them out to her place. I went out 

to meet them and Wow! Just wow!  Snorting, herding, 

hiding and just plain scared is a pretty good descrip-

tion.  By December, a decision was made to have    

Rhonda Veit, DVM come and pull coggins and admin-

ister vaccinations.  Afterwards, Braveheart and Sox 

went to Tinker Moffittôs for some much-needed hands 

on and introductions to haltering.   

   On January 1, the boys came to my place since Tink-

er had a 2-week obligation to work cattle down south. 

When Tinker came back to pick up the boys I said 

(what was I thinking) just take one, it will be much 

easier.  Sox stayed, Braveheart once again was loaded 

in the evil steel box.  Long story short Braveheart left, 

Braveheart came back, Sox left, Sox came back.  I had 

already made an appointment for Braveheart to be 

gelding on Saturday May 23 so I just added Sox.  Sat-

urday came, and my great Veterinarian, Wanda 

Thompson, from Royston Animal Hospital along with 

BJ Walter arrived at my farm to do the deed.   

   Soxôs was first up and immediately had a bad reac-

tion to the drugs.  At this point, we decided to scrub 

the day and try again the following Saturday.  So Sat-

urday finally came after a long week and  mission ac-

complished! Sox and Braveheart are now geldings. 

   Iôm waiting now with breathless anticipation for the 

magical day that Soxôs looks at me and just takes that 

breath we all look for in a horse that is relaxed and ac-

cepting of a good grooming.  Braveheart loves to be 

brushed out and rubbed on.  Next step baths with 

shampoo and the whole nine yards.   

   We are thinking about using these 2 boys in our 

GERL Rescue Challenge at the Georgia Horse Fair 

April 17, 2021. 

 
By CeCe Calli, GERL Foster & Adoption Coordinator 

   Sox Braveheart 
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MARTY PAULK CHEERLEADER AWARD WINNER 
By Patty Livingston 

   The Georgia Equine Rescue Leagueôs (GERLôs) 

highest achievement of recognition is the Marty Paulk 

Cheerleader award.  It is named after a very special 

lady who dedicated much of her life to GERL.  If you 

did not know Marty, you may have the good fortune 

to run across someone who does, and they would only 

have good things to say about her.  She attended every 

GERL function back in the earlier days. She was a 

fabulous cheerleader for GERL.  Unfortunately, Marty 

lost her battle with cancer several years ago and 

hence, we created the Marty Paulk Cheerleader Award 

in her memory.   

   We typically present this award at our annual meet-

ing in February, but due to an unexpected snowstorm 

the crowd was small and we decided to put it off.  

Then the Covid crisis cancelled our April event and 

the end of any chance to give our 2019 recipient, Cyn-

thia Anderson, the recognition she deserves.  Let me 

tell you a little bit about why she is the perfect recipi-

ent for this award.  Ever since I first met her, she has 

been showing up at GERL functions and always 

jumps in to volunteer.  She has been battling cancer, 

herself, for several 

years and despite that, 

would show up at a 

law enforcement train-

ing meeting the day 

after getting out of 

surgery, still wearing 

drains!  She is one 

tough lady!  She is 

incredibly smart.  She 

is a biology professor 

by day, although, re-

cently retired.  Cyn-

thia is a wealth of 

knowledge about many things and has been my voice 

of reason with decision-making many times. Ironical-

ly, Marty Paulk and Cynthiaôs mom were very good 

friends years ago, so Cynthia knew Marty Paulk, per-

sonally.  What a wonderful tribute to Marty that all 

these years later, Cynthia would be receiving this 

award in her memory.  I know she would approve! 

RADAR UPDATE 
By Patty Livingston 

  The youngest of the six feral horses that we 

picked up last November was a 6 or 7-month

-old colt we named Radar.  Approximately 

two months later, he was adopted by my 

neighbor and professional dog trainer, Angie 

Woods. Angie also adopted Buck, one of the 

Henry County rescue horses.  She loaded 

both boys on a trailer and headed to the 

Parelli Ranch in Florida for a week of inten-

sive training, for her and her horses.    

Radar, who is now known as  ñFrankò, was 

not even halter broke when he left Bethle-

hem.  A week later that would all change. 

Look at him now!  Frank has recently been 

gelded, too! 
Frank and Angie 
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   One of the first horses that I fostered when I first 

became a foster home was a malnourished little colt 

named Captain Jack.  I have written about him sever-

al times over the years.  He was adopted by Rose 

Dormio and she has provided us with updates on 

Jackson, as he is known today.  It is hard to believe 

that this beautiful, healthy gelding was once a skinny 

little gelding with a dull coat and ragged hooves.   

    

   Rose later adopted another horse from GERL.  His 

name was Johnny Reb and he is now known as Jona-

than. He was a participant in the GERL Rescue Chal-

lenge several years ago. Both horses won the lottery 

when Rose became their mom!  She takes excellent 

care of her boys and we love hearing from her about 

them! 

   Jazzy Kat, formerly known as Ellie, is a six-year-old Paso Fi-

no mare who came to me on September 6, 2019, from the Geor-

gia Department of Agricultureôs Mansfield impound. When she 

arrived she was very nervous and shy. The first time I let her out 

of the round pen and into the pasture with my horses it took me 

five hours to catch her.  The second time it was two hours. After 

seven months of work it takes me five minutes or less! She is 

still a little nervous, but she is so smart and such a sweetheart. 

She LOVES to be groomed and in two weeks is scheduled to 

have her feet done for the first time without a sedative.  

   Jazzy has such a good head on her and once she trusts you, she 

will give you 100% every time. She comes to the gate every 

time I walk outside. The first time I introduced the tarp she 

walked right over it without even blinking. Sheôs been walked 

on the trails at my house and across a creek without a second thought. Down the road we came across a flag, 

dogs, cars, kids on a golf cart and more without a problem! I am so excited to see where this girl goes. She is 

amazing!  

UPDATE ON GERL FOSTER JAZZY KAT 
By Rylee Nash 

UPDATE ON JACKSON  
By Patty Livingston 

Jackson 

Jazzy Kat  and Ponkey 
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   The Georgia Equine Rescue League (GERL) is excit-

ed to announce a brand-new program that will promote 

and support therapeutic equine services to our veterans.  

This program, much like GERLôs other programs, will 

be part of the Equine Get Well Plan that was written 

and designed to fix Georgiaôs unwanted horse prob-

lems.  The mission of GERLôs ñHorses Heal Veteransò 

program is to support and promote non-profit equine 

therapeutic organizations that cater to veterans with 

PTSD. 

   The 2019 National Veteran Suicide Prevention Re-

port shows a staggering rise in veteran suicides from 

fourteen to seventeen per day.  Twenty out of one hun-

dred veterans are currently suffering from PTSD.  

There is a need to help heal visible and invisible 

wounds and help our heroes adapt their lives back into 

civilian society. 

    Rescue horses are exceptional therapy animals for 

veterans because they share a keen sense of their sur-

roundings for survival.  Most also share a history of 

trauma.  Just as soldiers are taught to be aware of their 

environment at all times for their safety, horses share 

this hypervigilance as a prey animal.  Dependence on 

the herd for survival makes the horse an expert at rela-

tionships.  Their authenticity and ability to mirror a hu-

manôs behavior can help teach a veteran how they 

come across to others and to recognize and 

acknowledge their own emotions.  Veterans tend to iso-

late themselves.  The purpose of rehabilitating a rescue 

horse shows them they are needed and gives them the 

ability to put their skills to work.   

   The number of returning veterans suffering from 
PTSD who could benefit from this type of therapy is 
staggering.  The number of equine therapeutic organi-

zations in Georgia are few, causing a long backlog of 
veterans who could benefit.  For some, they may not 
have a lot of time.  GERL thinks that giving back to our 

veterans is a worthwhile endeavor and has budgeted 
monies in 2020 to help support and promote existing 
and start-up non-profit equine therapeutic organizations 

that work with veterans.  Waypoint Ranch in Carroll-
ton, Unbridled Joy in Bold Springs and The Calvin 
Center in Hampton are 3 such facilities. We hope that 
our members and supporters will join us in this won-

derful endeavor! 
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   My name is Ta-

sha Pippin and I 

have been a horse 

lover since the 

age of 10 and 

owner since the 

age of 13. I have 

worked with 

many breeds and 

trained in many 

disciplines.  

   I currently own 

and operate Trinity Stables out of Lawrenceville, Ga. 

We have just become TS. Horses Healing Hearts inc., 

a 501c3, non-profit organization, where our goal is 

soothing the pain associated with trauma in children 

who are in foster care.  

   I am fortunate that my family is just as excited and 

involved in horses and GERL as I am. We are a family 

of 5 and if you attend a GERL event, chances are you 

will meet us.  

   I only discovered GERL two years ago and I was 

ashamed and embarrassed that I had not known about 

them sooner. I have always loved and cared for my 

horses, but what was I doing for horses as a whole in 

my state or area? The answer was not much, except 

helping out the occasional friend or horse that was sent 

my way.  

   I want to scream to the world about GERL and this is 
my new mission. So, if you love horses like we do then 

join GERL and see what you can do for horses in your 
area or state. 

Spotlight on Our Area Coordinators 

Tasha Pippin 

YANKEE FINDS HIS FOREVER HOME 
By Patty Livingston 

  One of the most satisfying parts of fostering 

horses for GERL is delivering them to their new 

forever home.   I was more than satisfied when 

I drove Yankee to Social Circle to the farm of 

Belinda Carruth where he would be keeping 

company with a handsome Palomino gelding, 

named Camry.   

  Yankee, now known as Tucker, was one of my 

all-time favorite foster horses.  I received a text 

recently, from Belinda.  She says Tucker and 

Camry have become fast friends.  ñTucker is 

the sweetest fellow. He loves a good brush and 

peppermints as much as Camry does.  I am so 

grateful that he is part of our family now.ò 

  Those words are always music to my ears! 

Tucker and Camry are best of friends. 


