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This is how it always starts for meé  

   A phone call on Wednesday afternoon from John Jackson, my 

Jones County Animal Services Director. ñHey, whatôcha DO-

ING?ò he says in his kind Southern voice with just a small strain 

to it ï I can tell something is up.   

   John has been working 

with me through his law 

enforcement background 

for years and is dedicated 

to helping animals in any 

way. Our county has re-

cently built a beautiful new 

Animal Shelter for small 

animals, which will 

EVENTUALLY have an 

area for quarantine and 

care of large animals, but 

until now, I have been the 

outreach for GERL and 

helping with quarantine, 

care and finding homes for 

the various donkeys and 

horses since I moved here 

in 2011. He still has to get 

donations and supplies to 

do a bunch of fencing and build an outdoor shelter before the 

County can take anything in. Meanwhile, we work together nice-

ly on these cases.  

   ñUmmmmé not much.  What are YOU doing?ò I reply, ex-

pecting something awful.  

   ñWell, Iôve got the Georgia Department of Agriculture out here 

with me looking at 2 horses and a pony. Skinny.  Really hungry.     

The person is willing to sign them over immediately. Can you 

help?ò he replies, hopefully.   

   What do you do?  What do you say?  Of course, we will help, 

and thereôs never a GOOD time to have this happen, so we stay 

prepared as we can to deal with them when they come. My part-

ner, Mark Husted, raises 

his head at overhearing the 

conversation and nods 

ñletôs get them.ò  I am re-

lieved ï because he knows 

now how much work is 

involved in especially the 

first week or so of taking 

these neglect cases in.  

   ñWhere is it ï I am hitch-

ing my trailer now ï and let 

me get some help to that 

location.ò I replied. ñThirty 

minutes?ò  

   ñSure! Iôll meet you here. 

Thanks for answering the 

phone!ò he says gratefully. 

   We swing into action 

while still talking to him ï 

hitching the horse trailer, 

gathering equipment for catching (portable fencing), haltering 

and leading, grain to encourage them to be caught, and safety 

equipment in case they have no manners (boots, helmet, gloves.) 

Sunscreen for me. Drinks in case we are there for a long time.  

  As he signs off the phone, John reminds me ñThey donôt seem 

like they have much manners.ò 

Georgia Equine Rescue League, Ltd. 

P.O. Box  328 

Bethlehem, Ga. 30620 

770-464-0138 

http://www.gerlltd.org 

contactus@gerlltd.org 

By Dr. Rebecca Gimenez, GERL member since 2004  
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   Of course, they have no manners, I think to myself. Seems like 

they never do.  Why?  It seems that the people that have these 
ñfreeò or ñcheapò horses probably got them because they have no 
intrinsic value ï in other words, they have never been taught AN-

YTHING.  They donôt know how to be caught easily (without 
food as a lure), or to lead, stand tied, groomed, handled and re-

laxed about people, load easily on trailers, be separated from their 
friends without panicking, or ridden in a way that the rest of us 

would consider that the horse has any training. Other ñvalue add-
edò would be horses with their up to date Coggins testing, initial 
and booster vaccinations, deworming, farrier trims of their 

hooves.   
   Enough thinking. I gotta focus. While Markôs driving, I am call-

ing some of my local horse people friends that I know I can de-
pend upon to help with catching and loading the horses.  Blaine 

Rankin and Andi Glasscock quickly offer to help and get moving 
to meet us.  They have stepped up many times to help me with 
these situations and have even adopted horses ï that were able to 

fit into their program (Overlook Farm in Gray, GA teaches begin-
ner and intermediate riding skills.)  

   When we arrive ï John meets us and introduces us to the young 
woman with a 2 year old on her hip, and a teenager standing with 

her that are relinquishing the horses. The third child is coming 
home on the bus as we speak. I force a smile, shake their hand, 

look them in the eye and try to get thru this stiff part of the scenar-
io ï hoping they will just go in the house and leave us to do our 
part. I thank them for doing the ñright thingò before it gets any 

worse, assure them that the horses will be well taken care of and 
that we will find them new homes. They are obviously relieved, 

but in my mind, I am thinking ñWhy do people always worry 
about that at THIS STAGE? When it is obvious to ANYONE that 

these horses are starving in their paddock?ò Sigh. 
   Finally, they go into the house and we set up the trailer for load-
ing horses that possibly have never been taught to go onto trailers. 

(I always prepare for the worst, and hope for the best.) The big 
bay gelding comes right to the gate for a handful of grain and I get 

a halter on him, move him thru the gate, get a few photos for doc-
umentation purposes, and Mark leads him straight onto the trailer. 

MERCIFUL prayers be answered! We make a quick decision to  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

go ahead and take him to the quarantine facility while waiting on 
our help, then come back for the other 2.  Heôs perfectly okay with 
eating hay from a nibble net while we drive, we get him unloaded 

safely and into the quarantine paddock and turn around for the 
other two. When we leave ï mine are lined up at their fence on the 

other side of the property checking out the new horse, the bay is 
busily eating anything he can find of the new spring nibbles.  

   When we return to the property, I document their ñhomeò they 
have been in for the last couple of months carefully. They have 
eaten EVERYTHING that was possible to eat ï the bark on the 

trees, the branches of the bushes, every green or edible thing in 
their 2 acre paddock is down to the dirt.  That is when Mark ven-

tures a comment with the horror of realization, ñThereôs no poop 
in this whole paddock. Where is the poop?ò  

   I have to explain to him that when horses are very hungry, they 
will actually eat their poop as well as the dirt ï to attempt to gain 

ANY nutrition from it.  Coprophagy is NORMAL in young hors-
es, that is how they inoculate their guts with the bacteria and or-
ganisms from their moth-

erôs manure, that helps 
them break down the 

milk, grain and grass for 
nutrition.  However, it is 

NOT normal in older 
horses.    ñEwwwwwé.ò 
he sighs with disgust. ñI 

was afraid you were go-
ing to say that.ò When we 

look at their poop (thank 
goodness they were 

pooping SOMETHING) 
in the trailer ï it was 

black, tarry and smelled 
AWFUL ï more signs of 
the lack of nutrition and 

fiber. 

Three Lucky Horses 
By Dr. Rebecca Gimenez, GERL member since 2004  

Continued on page 6 
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Absalon, John - Bartow, Floyd, Gordon,  

Cherokee, Paulding.  

(770) 546-9672  /  sanstet@bellsouth.net 

Anderson, Cynthia - Baldwin & Putnam 

(770) 713-9887  /  gomaisfat@yahoo.com 

Aronson, Dr. Amy - Lowndes 

(229) 356-7991 / aaronson@valdosta.edu 

Beasley, HughðCoffee, Bacon, Jeff Davis, Telfair, Ben Hill, 

Irwin, Berrien and Atkinson  

(912) 381-4219 / hugh01@windstream.net 

Benfield, Rita - Douglas, Haralson, Carroll 

(770) 330-0877 / ritabenfield@gmail.com 

Beyer, NicciðCandler, Evans, Tattnall & Toombs  

(478) 494-5066 / nicolebeyer271@gmail.com  

Bond, Susie - Newton, Morgan & Greene 

(770) 464-4353  /  gerlsusie@att.net 

Brayton, Cynthia - Rockdale & Henry 

(678) 490-6266 /  leaper12@hotmail.com 

Brock, Allen - Franklin, Madison, Hart, Stephens, Elbert, 

Banks, Jackson, Clarke, Oglethorpe, Habersham, Rabun 

(949) 637-1416 /  astunt1@yahoo.com 

Boyce, Audrey - Upson, Lamar & Pike  

(706) 975-2845 / mcreafarms@gmail.com 
Calli, CeCe  -  Hart, Franklin and Elbert  

(706) 371-5804 / gerlfoster@aol.com 

Carter, Dotti & Jack - Towns 

(706) 896-4997  /  (706) 835-5677 

frogleap@windstream.net 

DeVane,  Charles & LindaðBrooks, Thomas & Cook 

(229) 263-7714 / (229) 560-0844 

Farrar, AliceðJones 

(478) 451-7999 / alice.farrar@gmail.com 

Fayard, BrendaðPike, Lamar, Upson & Spalding 

(770)856-2144 / Fayardb@bellsouth.com  

Folea, Theresa - Forsyth  

(770) 307-7625/770-205-5852 / tfolea@gmail.com 

Gavitt, Heather - Brantley, Ware, Pierce, Glynn & Bacon 

(912) 548-3301 / heathergavitt79@gmail.com  

Grage, Wendy - Gwinnett, DeKalb, Walton & Rockdale 

(404) 660-6646 / wgrage@me.com 

Hammond, Angie - Elbert, Madison, Franklin & Hart  

(762) 338-8786 / ahammond1023@gmail.com  

Jones, Debra & Walter  -Wayne, Long, Liberty, Appling 
& Glynn  (912) 424-9707 / walterdebra97@gmail.com  

Keeble, Dell - Effingham, Bryan, Chatham & Bulloch 

 (912) 667-1750 / dellkeeble@gmail.com  

Kies, AdrienneðBarrow, Walton & Jackson 

kies.adrienne@gmail.com / (828) 772-4418 

Kingsley, Tanya  - Jasper, Butts, Monroe,  

Jones & Putnam  

(706) 468-0794 / twkings@gmail.com 

Kundell, Linda - Oconee, Morgan, Oglethorpe, Athens & 

Clark  (706) 769-6395 / kundell@bellsouth.net  

Long, BobðBarrow & Jackson 

(678) 409-8893 / gerlbob@windstream.net 

Mabey, MargeðHall 

(770) 906-0655 / margemabey37@gmail.com 

McVay, Tracie  -  Harris and Troup 

(706) 718-3993 / traciemcvay@aol.com 

Muffley, Lisa  -  Clarke, Oconee and Madison 

(706) 540-6153 / cuebie2@gmail.com 

Rast, Lee  - Dade, Walker, Catoosa, Chattooga, Floyd,  

Gordon and Bartow 

(404) 964-5665 / rastla@aol.com 
Raybon, Annette - Paulding , Cobb, Bartow 

(770) 445-8655 / raybonta@bellsouth.net 

Roush, LoriðWarren, Hancock, Wilkes, McDuffe, Glascock 
and Washington 

(706) 699-0230  /  cfdancingstar@aol.com 

Robinson, Lynne  - Cobb, Paulding, Bartow, Cherokee, 
Douglas and Fulton    

(404) 435-5746  / lynne@gerlltd.org  

Uhlenbrock, RitaðBulloch, Chatham, Effingham 

(912) 667-5151 / ritarae819@gmail.com 

Whitworth, Debbie - Elbert & Hart 

(404) 805-4409 / rlw73dpw@gmail.com 

Williams, Michelle - Spalding 

(404) 290-8115  /  michelle@kuntrylivin.com 
Wrensen, Sue - Cherokee 

(770) 331-6947 / swrensen@comcast.net 

Ziebell, RayðDawson & Pickens 

(770) 354-0293 / razfences@msn.com 

Area Coordinator Director 

Patty Livingston (770) 867-0760 

gerlpatty@yahoo.com 

AREA COORDINATORS NEEDED in 

MIDDLE AND SOUTH GEORGIA! 

   We Need You!! Please consider volunteering to be 
GERLôs horse ñgo to personò in your area.  The types of 

things that you would  do would be performing a ñdrive-

byò to check out a ñskinny horseò report in your area. Or, 

perhaps someone in your area has adopted one of our hors-

es, we would need someone to perform a farm visit for us.  

Please call Patty  Livingston at the number above if you 

can spare a little of you time. 
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GERL Calendar of Events  -  Mark Your Calendars! 

Mark your calendars so that you donôt miss any of these wonderful events that will benefit GERL.  Itôs a guaranteed 

great time, a benefit for a wonderful cause and a way to see old friends and meet new friends! 

Visit our website for up to date information on events: www.gerlltd.org 

 

July 15, 2018  
GERL Polo Match 
Chukkar Farm  
Milton, GA 

October 20, 2018  
GERL Rescue Challenge 
UGA Livestock Arena 

Athens, GA 

November 10, 2018  
GERL Annual Castration Day 
Vet Clinics all over Georgia 

¶ 2 tablespoons butter 

¶ 6 large eggs 

¶ 1/4 cup green bell pepper or red bell pepper (finely 
chopped) 

¶ 1/3 cup finely onion (chopped) 

¶ 3/4 cup milk 

¶ 3/4 cup cooked ham (chopped) 

¶ 3/4 teaspoon salt 

¶ Dash freshly ground black pepper 

¶ Optional: toast or plain sliced bread (for sandwiches) 
¶ Optional: ketchup 

 

1. Melt the butter in a large nonstick skillet over medium heat. 

2. In a bowl, whisk the eggs until well blended and then whisk in remaining ingredients. 

3. When the butter is foaming, pour the egg mixture into the hot skillet. 

4. Cook the eggs, stirring gently to cook evenly. Turn and cook the other side. Don't overcook. The inside 
should be slightly moist and a bit creamy. 

5. Slice the omelet into four wedges and serve hot with fruit wedges and buttered toast or English muffins. 

6. If you are making Western sandwiches, divide the egg mixture into 3 to 4 portions and cook in a smaller 
nonstick skillet. Serve sandwiches with ketchup. 

INGREDIENTS 

DIRECTIONS 

WESTERN 
OMELET 

April 21, 2018 (Rain Date) 

GERL Annual Poker Ride  

Faucett Farms Horse Trails 

Dawsonville, GA 

 

April 27-29 2018  

Round Oak Spring Ride 

(to benefit GERL & Help A Horse Celebration) 

Round Oak, GA 
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   With the annual meeting behind us, I have plenty of 
areas that I want to concentrate on to tighten things 
up in preparation for growth.  We have so many great 
programs that we offer and do so many things to help 
horses, but we donôt do such a great job at promoting 
ourselves.  We havenôt had a Public Relations person 
on board for years and the rest of us are jumping in 
and doing what we can with the time available.   

   When I was preparing the presentation for the 
GERL annual meeting I was going through a copy of 
GERLôs 2017 P&L (profit and loss) record.  Though 
our income was about the same as last year, there are 
several areas where we had a decline.  One of those 
areas is our membership.  Membership dues were not 
all that much lower than they were in 2016, but that 
are way down compared to 2015.  We have need to 
do a membership drive, which is the reason for the 
higher number in 2015, but there hasnôt been extra 
time for our Treasurer, Lynne Robinson, to do it and 
because of our database situation, nobody else could. 

   Of course, Iôve already started to think and plan 
what weôre going to do to improve in these areas, 
starting with finishing the job of getting our infra-
structure into the 21st century.  Our current process 
for memberships and donations is so complicated and 
labor intense that anything we did would be an im-
provement, at this point.  Our webmaster,   
Steve DeMoss, has spent hours getting us moved over 
from a membership stored in a spreadsheet over to a 
real membership application that offers more automa-
tion with letters and even the capability to do a mem-
bership drive.  This is really going to make a differ-
ence for Lynne, not to mention our secretary, Cynthia 
Anderson. 

   Another area where Iôd like to see improvement is 
more profit with our fundraising.  We did very well in 
2017, with a whopping $31,232 being raised for our 
efforts.  That was $7,000 more than 2016; however, 
we spent $18,200 putting on our events last year, 
which only netted a profit of $13,000.  Itôs not hard to 
see that we are going to have to start securing spon-
sors for all our events to help to pay for our overhead. 

   Why do I worry about all these different line items?  
Simple.  Supporting the horses that are picked up by 
the Department of Agriculture cost GERL $92,000 
last year.  Had it not been for two people who each 
donated a large amount of money through their    
family foundation or trust, it would not have been 
possible.  The GDA didnôt pick up a lot of extra hors-
es in 2017 that would account for the large increase in 
hay and feed.  In fact, they were within 2 horses of 
being the same number as the previous year (and the 
year before that).  The increase is simply because the 
horses that come in are staying longer.  

   We have the same situation with GERLôs fosterôs.  
We spent more money on our foster horses last year 
than in 2016, but actually took in less horses.  Again, 
the reason is because the horses are staying longer.  
We must do a better job of turning our horses to help 
more. The upcoming Help A Horse Day contest, 
sponsored by the ASPCA, is all about adopting horses 
and making money and I am very excited about refin-
ing our process and even learning some new process-
es that will help us achieve our goal.  They have al-
ready shared success stories from other rescue organi-
zations who are adopting out large numbers of horses 
every year.   And let me say this about that, the big-
gest hurdle for GERL will be promoting the horses 
through social media on a consistent basis and in such 
a way to tell the horseôs story.  

   We recently had our first Help A Horse Day confer-
ence call and there was a lot of knowledgeable people 
on the phone who may be the answer to our prayers.  
Allen Brock, one of our Area Coordinators, attended 
the meeting and he also happens to be a former Hol-
lywood stunt man who worked for Warner Brothers.  
Allen and his dad have years of experience setting up 
a scene and filming the storyline.  Another great re-
source on the conference call was Autumn Tuchek 
who created a great presentation that she is going to 
turn into a webinar that will provide viewers with 
chock-full of information about GERL.  Iôm feeling 
very blessed with all the volunteers who have stepped 
up to help make GERL shine! 

 

     
By Patty Livingston, President 
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   Meanwhile, Blaine and Andi were able to get a little grain and 

entice the black and white mare, then the pony mare to be haltered. 

They werenôt real sure about this, but grain helps them get over 

their worries, and it turns out they do know how to lead. Thank 

goodness for small favors! We let them eat some of the 8 inch tall 

grass that was RIGHT ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE FENCE 

from them, but out of their reach. We take more photos for docu-

mentation, then a lot of patience loading them carefully and letting 

them figure it out ï and we are driving out of that horrible place to 

their future.  

   Now the REAL work begins. Unload, get them into the quaran-

tine paddock, make sure all the fences are good and that thereôs no 

limbs down from the wind storms this week for them to get hurt 

on. Put up quarantine signs, so that well meaning people wonôt 

feed or pet them without prior approval. Run the hose down to the 

paddock and bring a 100 gallon water tank for fresh water.  

   Call my hay provider and ensure heôs got some hay set out that 

isnôt the beautiful ñcandyò that I provide my own horses ï in the 

beginning, that would kill these starvation cases.  They need hay 

thatôs on the low end of horse quality - nutritional, but not overly 

so.  Refeeding syndrome is just too common in cases like this 

where people overfeed by trying to help, and end up injuring the 

gut of horses that have gone too long without food. In the begin-

ning they will get handfuls of hay several times a day ï and small 

amounts of high fiber, low starch feed to work up to the nutrition 

they need. This is HARD ï all of us want to give them all they 

want ï but you cannot.   

   Despite knowing they have a worm burden and parasites, we 

cannot give them dewormer until the veterinarian approves it ï it 

can literally kill them, and some types of dewormer are very dan-

gerous in animals that have very little fat, or very young. I donôt do 

anything without the advice of my veterinarian ï even after over 

20 years of experience working with severely neglected or starved 

horse cases ï I am not a vet and I rely on their advice to ensure 

these animals donôt die or become sick under my care. 

   Call my farrier ï it basically goes like this ñStephen Marshall - 

can you fit me into your schedule this week to trim the feet of 3 

animals for which I have NO idea if they will try to kick your head 

off?ò Happily, heôs as crazy about helping horses as we are and 

agrees to stop by after a full schedule on Friday evening to do 

them. By the time he gets here 2 days later, weôve been able to 

groom them and mess with their feet a bit ï and they are patient 

and decent to handle their feet ï somewhere along the line, some-

one taught them to deal with that. Heôs happy with their feet when 

he finishes and Iôm thrilled that thereôs not anything godawful 

wrong with them.  

   We quickly settle into a routine, start feeding on a schedule of 

tiny feedings 5 or 6 times a day ï hay handfuls and soaked grain so 

they donôt bolt it and choke. Handfuls of long grass plucked on the 

roadside ï to get their guts going normally again. Every day we 

increase the amounts they can get, and by a week (today) they are 

on one of those bales of hay 24/7 ï so that they can gain weight 

and nutrition the way mother nature intended ï eating 18 to 20 

hours a day.  Interspersed with soaked grain being served 3 times a 

day. 

   Next call is to the veterinarian goes like this ñDoctor Jennifer 

Proctor, since you are coming to do the rest of my herd next 

Thursday, would you mind fitting in the physicals and dentals for 

these additional three when you come? Pretty please?ò  I am ready 

to offer numerous options to sweeten the deal, but in her gracious 

way she immediately agrees. She truly cares about horses and 

works with both me and GERL to make the best solutions for these 

animals when they are in her clientôs care. In the past ï I have had 

real emergencies, and sheôs dropped everything to make sure that 

they were immediately provided physicals, treatment and care. A 

generous and professional equine veterinarian like her should be 

honored and cherished ï and I absolutely do! She will be here this 

Thursday to perform physicals, dentals if needed, help me guess 

ages, and make sure they are as healthy as possible considering. 

She will make her suggestions for treatment, nutrition and care 

into the future. We are a team and I canôt do this without her guid-

ance.    

   Next ï to Facebook to share the situation ï and with a request for 

people to come out to groom and play with the horses to get an 

idea of their temperaments, training level and do more documenta-

tion with photos. Within minutes, I have at least 5 people volun-

teered to come over the next few days, one of them all the way 

from Hampton, SC (see story below.) Others donate the kind of 

feed that we need to provide (high fiber, lowered starch, not too 

much fat or protein) to get them started. And others promise to join 

GERL to help with the effort to educate (I do not take cash dona-

tions for my private rescue efforts ï I encourage people to instead 

join GERL or donate to GERL.)  I have found Social Media to be 

an excellent way to inform, educate and spread the word about 

what we do here in Georgia for unwanted horses, and those that 

ARE wanted after rehabilitation!  

   Meanwhile ï Iôve got a few possible homes lined up for the pony 

and the black and white mare, and the gelding may be just perfect 

for the GERL RESCUE CHALLENGE this fall. It takes a village 

of people to make the effort to rescue horses work ï and I am 

thankful for the network of people that have made it possible to 

help these horses. 

Three Lucky Horses 
By Dr. Rebecca Gimenez, GERL member since 2004  

Continued from  page 2 
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LETôS TALK ABOUT THE MONEY 

We raised $31,233 at FUNDRAISERS. 

We received $6,425 in MEMBERSHIPS. 

We received $42,750 from FOUNDATIONS/TRUSTS. 

We received $48,287 in OTHER DONATIONS. 

We received $6,310 for our FEED-A-HORSE 

PROGRAM. 

We received $10,050 in ADOPTION FEES. 

TOTAL INCOME FOR 2017 WAS $145,061 

LETôS TALK ABOUT THE MONEY 

We spent $92,428 on goods and services for the 

GDA HORSES; 

We spent $18,206 on FUNDRAISERS. 

We spent $25,012 on GERL FOSTER CARE. 

We spent $9,764 on the GERL NEWSLETTER. 

We spent $3,392 on LAW ENFORCEMENT 

TRAINING & CRISIS INTERVENTION. 

We spent $5,853 on our STALLION TO GELDING 

PROGRAM. 

We spent $25,569 on OPERATIONS (Insurance, 

Postage, Fees, Travel, etc). 

TOTAL EXPENSES FOR 2017 WAS $180,224 

 
February 12, 2018 

Dear Georgia Equine Rescue League, 

I cannot overstate the depth of my gratitude for your generous donation.   

All four horses are fat and sassy.  Your donation will help to keep them healthy.  I will let you know when 

we get a verdict.  On behalf of McIntosh County Animal Services, a heart-felt Thank You 

 - Mariana Hagan McIntosh County Animal Services 
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Pleasure Lane is a 16-year-old Black/white Paint QH gelding.  

He is a sweet boy and is rideable.  His riding skills are a bit 

rusty, so he needs a strong rider.  He has been a pasture ornament 

for much for his life and really needs a job.  His current foster is 

working on his ground manners.  This is a nice horse!  Check 

him out! 

 
For adoption fees and additional information,  

please contact CeCe Calli, Adoption Coordinator. 

(706) 371-6804  /  adopt@gerlltd.org 

Chad is a 15.1hh 10 year old Sorrel/White Paint.  He was surren-

dered to GDA and brought into GERLôs foster program.  Chadôs 

was a competitor in this yearôs Rescue Challenge event with Lisa 

Berry as his trainer. 

Visit our website for up to date adoptable horses: www.gerlltd.org 

Justice is a 4-year-old 14.2 h Grade Bay Gelding. He has great 

ground manners and is good for  the vet and farrier. Justice has 

been started under  saddle and has been on 4 trail rides, already. 

He  loves to move out and has a smooth gait. He would make a 

great endurance prospect. 
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Gypsy Rose is a sweet mare that loves attention. She is curious 
and friendly.  She is missing her left eye but is unaffected by that 

minor handicap.  Rosie  possesses, lovely ground manners and is 
quiet at the walk, trot, and canter.  She would be an excellent 

mount for an older person who still  enjoys riding. 

Visit our website for up to date adoptable horses: www.gerlltd.org 

 
For adoption fees and additional information,  

please contact CeCe Calli, Adoption Coordinator. 

(706) 371-5804  /  adopt@gerlltd.org 

Ranger is a 14hh 4 year old Sorrell Quarter Horse gelding.  He 

was the winner of the 2017 Rescue Challenge competition and 

was trained by Kailey Perkins. He is a very laid back horse and 

would be great for someone who is interested in trail riding. 

FACEBOOK AND FUNDRAISING 

Facebook recently added a feature that allows you to do fundraising on Facebook to support a charity 
of your choice.  In the past, we have had so many generous people do birthday fundraisers, but now 
Facebook makes it so easy. If you have a birthday or event coming up and would like to ask your 
friends and family to donate to GERL, the following easy steps show you how: 

Step 1:  Click on the "3 Circles"   

Step 2:  Click on "Support Non-Profit" 

Step 3:  Search for "Georgia Equine Rescue League" 

Choose "Georgia Equine Rescue League" from the pop-up list. 

 Type in the reason you are setting up this fundraiser and click "Post".  You might type that it is in hon-
or of  your upcoming birthday, or in memory of someone or just because  you love horses.  It is all up 
to you.  
 
GERL recently received a check from Facebook for $1,300 which were from several fundraisers that 
our supporters initiated.  One fundraiser raised $500!  What a great way to support GERL.  
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Cargill Announces new Ultra 

Premium Line of Horse Feeds 

Cargill Feed has a new ultra-premium line of horse 
feed, ProElite which has now been incorporated into 
the SHOW program. Triple Crown POPs will also be 
accepted.   

Please save Proof of Purchase 
seals from ProElite and Triple 
Crown and send them to: 

Ginny Scarritt, 4835 Kendall 
Court, Atlanta, GA 30342 

Please Help! 

GERL receives money 

for the following ... 

Please save Proof Of Purchase 

seals from bags of these  

Southern States feeds é  

Legends & Reliance 

and send them to: 

Ginny Scarritt 

4835 Kendall Court * Atlanta, GA  30342 

 

 

With Your Help we...Will Make A Difference! 

   You may recall a story that we ran in one of our 

previous newsletters about Mr. T, an older gentle-

man with serious health problems, who had 5 hors-

es that he wanted GERL to take.  Two of those 

horses were stashed on a vacant pasture in Cum-

ming for the past 8 years before being loaded up 

and moved to a GERL foster home.  Both horses 

are 18 years old and depend heavily on each other.   

Prayers were definitely answered when I received 

a phone call from an acquaintance who wanted to 

adopt both horses.  I was happy to deliver them to 

their new pasture where 5 other horses and a don-

key were waiting to greet them.  The minute they 

got off the trailer and their halters were removed, 

they paired up and ran over the hill together.  It 

made me smile.   

Indy and Backstreet Find Their Forever Home 
By Patty Livingston 

 

Indy and Backstreet getting ready to go to their 
new forever home. 
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Whoôs Who 
Georgia Equine Rescue League, Ltd. 

Board Members 

Patty Livingston  - President 
(770) 867-0760  /  gerlpatty@yahoo.com 
Tamma Trump - Vice President 

(770) 655-0819  / mswhinney@juno.com 
Lynne Robinson - Treasurer 

(404) 435-5746  /  lynne@gerlltd.org 
Cynthia AndersonðSecretary 

(770) 713-9887 / secretary@gerlltd.org 
  Linda Kundell- Alternate 

(706) 769-6395 / kundell@bellsouth.net  
 

Adoption & Foster Coordinator - CeCe Calli 
(706) 371-5804  /  foster@gerlltd.org 
Volunteer CoordinatorðKim Trahan 

gerlvolunteers@gerlltd.org  
Auction Coordinator - Sue Wrensen 
(770) 331-6947 / swrensen@comcast.net  
Stallion-Gelding Coordinator 

Marian Finco 
(706) 340-4368 / mhfinco@aol.com 

Donna Harrison 
(770) 905-7091  / wereoutriding@aol.com 

 
Public Relations Coordinator - Position Open 

 

Event Coordinators 
 

Poker RideðAmy Cox  

Rescue Challenge Coordinator - Tamma Trump 
(770) 655-0819  /  mswhinney@juno.com  

Facebook Coordinator 
 

Nancy Bogardts / a4dognight@hotmail.com 
 

Grant Writer - Donna Harrison 
(770) 905-7091 / wereoutriding@aol.com 

 
Merchandise Coordinator - Patty Livingston 
(770) 867-0760 / gerlpatty@yahoo.com  

Website / Newsletter - Steve DeMoss 
(678) 427-5771  /  steve@gerlltd.org 

 
GERL Advisory Board 
Rhonda Veit, DVM 

 
To report a case  of equine abuse, call the Georgia De-

partment of Agricultureôs Equine Division 
Monday - Friday  /  8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
(404) 656-3713 or (800) 282-5852 

If you would like GERL to assist with an 
Equine Abuse case call (770) 464-0138 

Interested in becoming an Area Coordinator? 

Area Coordinator Director 

Patty Livingston 

(770) 867-0760 

gerlpatty@yahoo.com 

 

   AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support GERL every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you 
shop at smile.amazon.com, youôll find the exact same low prices and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with 
the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to GERL. 
 
   On your first visit to AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com, simply select Georgia Equine Rescue League to receive donations 
before you begin shopping. They will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at 
smile.amazon.com will result in a donation to GERL.  To date, GERL has received $1,510.90 from AmazonSmile dona-
tions and we appreciate your continued support!    
 
   If you haven't already, please sign up and then ask your friends and family to sign up and support GERL through the Am-
azonSmile program. 
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Starved and neglected horses impounded by the Georgia Department of Agriculture need your 

help!   Donations will be applied directly towards feed and hay for impounded horses.  Currently, 

the cost for rehabilitating a horse is approximately $150 per month, per horse. 

Make your TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation through the Georgia Equine Rescue League, Ltd. 

ñFeed a Horseò program.  We need your help so that these horses can live. 

Get involved!  Ask your friends, family, co-workers and others to help raise money to feed the 

horses! 

I would like to make a donation of: 

Ǐ $150.00 per month for 4 months to rehabilitate one horse. 

Ǐ $600.00 one time donation to rehabilitate one horse. 

Ǐ $____________ per month to help rehabilitate the horses. 

Ǐ $____________ any donation is gladly accepted! 

...or Pay online www.gerlltd.org 

 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________ City:_____________ State:____ Zip:_________ 

Telephone #: _____________________  Email:  ________________________________ 

THANK YOU! 

Make check payable to:  

GERL 

Mail to: P.O. Box 328 

Bethlehem, GA  30620 

ñFeed a Horseò 
Program 

Itty Bitty Before Itty Bitty After 

www.gerlltd.org 

Your donation is 

tax deductible! 

Join our Feed A Horse Program 
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   Two years ago, we published a story in the GERL 

newsletter about a little GDA horse named Justice.  

Well, Justice is still in GERLôs foster program and is 

now 4 years old.  You might remember his story: 

   GERL had agreed to take in four horses from the 

Georgia Department of Agriculture Equine program 

because all had been in the Stateôs Equine Program for 

a long period of time.  We immediately started promot-

ing them on the GERL Facebook page and had found 

homes for a couple of them.  One of them was Justice 

and he was scheduled to go to his new home on a foster 

basis at the end of the week.  

   However, prior to moving day, Justice started show-

ing signs of colic.  A vet was called and among other 

things, he was tubed with mineral oil to help break up 

the impaction.  The next day we received an emergen-

cy call from Jessie at the Mansfield barn saying he was 

still impacted and needed to be hospitalized. Of course, 

GERL gave the authorization for the necessary funds to 

be spent to save Justice and Jessie transported him to 

Countryside Animal Hospital in Jersey, since the UGA 

Vet School was closed due to quarantine. We immedi-

ately reached out via Facebook to see if any of our sup-

porters would like to donate to his cause, and from 

there we were reporting his daily progress to our fol-

lowers. 

   Justice was immediately hooked up to IVs and was 

made comfortable for the remainder of the day and 

night.  We were hoping to see some improvement with 

the impaction by the end of the next day, but it was still 

hard and very 

large.  When 

the vet finally 

started to see 

signs that the 

mineral oil 

was passing 

through his 

intestine, they 

decided that 

Justice could 

go home.  It 

was a Sun-

day.  

   I brought Justice back home with me so that he could 

be watched.    

   Three hours later, Justice started laying down and 

rolling.  His head went down and I could see that he 

didnôt feel good.  I immediately called my vet and de-

scribed the situation.  She suggested that I give him a 

shot of Banamine and transport him to Auburn Univer-

sity Vet school for treatment, otherwise, she didnôt 

think his chances of getting better were good since this 

was his 5th day with the impaction. I called Auburn 

Vet Large Animal Hospital and they suggested that I 

transport him to their facility right away.   

The Story of Justice ï Chapter II 
By Patty Livingston 

Justice in obvious discomfort before going to the vet hospital. 

Justice undergoing examination at 

Auburn Vet Hospital 

Justice getting ready to leave  

Auburn University Vet Hospital 

Continued on page 15 
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   After they had an 

opportunity to ex-

amine him, a doc-

tor told me that it 

was a very large 

and very hard im-

paction, but they 

were going to hook 

him up to IVs and 

hope that the fluids 

would start to 

break it up.  Their 

biggest worry was 

the chance of rup-

ture.  Justice made 

it through the 

night.  After 2 days, there was some improvement.   

After 4 days, I received news that the impaction was 

breaking up, but he still had a long way to go before it 

is completely gone. Finally, after 8 days at Auburn, 

Justice was released.  BTW, we estimated Justice's ex-

penses would be $4,000 to $4,500, assuming the im-

paction passed on its own. Our very generous support-

ers donated $4,200 to pay his hospital bill.  I often re-

ferred to him now as 

ñthe million-dollar 

horseò.  

   He was transported to 

his new foster home, 

which lasted only a few 

months.  From there he 

was transported to Nan-

cy Faulconerôs Cloud 9 

Ranch where they 

worked on his ground 

manners.  Kudos to 

Cloud 9!  Justice has 

good ground manners. 

You may remember a 

demo with one of the 

girls at the Rescue Challenge a couple of years ago 

where a young gelding kicked up his heels while being 

lounged.  That was Justice!  

   Itôs been quite a journey for our little horse, but he is 

now happily enjoying life and excellent care at his new 

foster home.   Justice is now 4 years old and is begin-

ning under saddle.  He has been on four trail rides, al-

ready, and seems to love having a job.  He is still the 

mischievous, curious and energetic horse that weôve 

come to love, but he is maturing and filling out.  He is 

very good for the farrier and the vet.  He would make 

someone a great trail horse or perhaps, even endurance.  

Justice loves people and canôt stay away when he sees 

visitors coming to the barn.  I know thereôs somebody 

out there who would love to adopt Justice and finish 

his training.  Itôs up to us to get the word out to help 

him find his forever home!  

Justice needs a forever 

home. 

Justice is a very curious horse. 

Justice under saddle. 

Contact CeCe Calli, GERL Adoption Coordinator, at 706-371-5804 

 or foster@gerlltd.org if interested in adopting Justice. 

The Story of Justice ï Chapter II 
By Patty Livingston 

Continued from page 14 
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   Delivering Maverick to his new forever home with Edwina  

Erlemann and her family in Kennesaw was a great day for me.  

After fostering him for the past few months, I had really grown to 

love this gentle horse and wanted him to go to the perfect home.  

Not saying that I donôt want every horse to go to the perfect 

home, but I wanted even more for this boy.  Edwinaôs herd al-

ready consisted of an older Appaloosa named Dollar and a couple 

of donkeys, who were very anxious to check Maverick out upon 

his arrival.  Within 2 days, they were the best of friends. 

   I have received a couple of updates from Edwina and she tells 

me that Maverick is happy and fits right in with their herd.  I 

couldnôt be more pleased! 

Maverick Finds His Forever Home 
By Patty Livingston 

Maverick meets Dollar and his 
donkey for the first time.  

Be On The Lookout For An Email From 

members@gerlltd.org 

  We are diligently working to move the GERL mem-

bership database to an online portal.  This will allow 

our members to sign on to their account, check their 

membership dates, and update their address.  Once we 

get everything ready, all of our current members, with 

an email address in our current database, will receive 

an email which will include a link to our new online 

membership portal.  The email will include your  

account credentials so that you can sign on and create 

your account on our new membership portal. Please be 

on the lookout for that email and follow the instruc-

tions to set up your account.  

  Once we are up and running on our new portal, the 

portal will send you a reminder email when your mem-

bership is getting ready to expire.  It will include a link 

for you to use to renew your membership.  Please use 

this link so that your renewal will link to your current 

membership account.  

  Our new online membership portal has lots of func-

tionality that we are in the process of exploring.  We 

will likely stop the process of mailing out membership 

cards and replace it with some type of email notifica-

tion.  More information will be forthcoming once we 

have finalized that process.  

   For those of you without an email address in our sys-

tem, don't feel left out.  We will set up your account on 

your behalf and mail you a notification of your mem-

bership status.  You will continue to receive your  

quarterly newsletters and we are always here to update 

your address when needed. If you have an email  

address, be sure and include that on your next renewal 

form and we will roll your account into the online  

process.  

   We hope that our new online membership portal will 

help streamline our membership process and make it 

more efficient for you to maintain your information 

and process your renewals.  As always, we appreciate 

your support of GERL.  We could not do this life 

saving work without your support. 

Announcing Online Access for Members of the Georgia Equine Rescue League 
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Law Enforcement Training Meeting in Tifton a Success! 
By Patty Livingston 

Since 2010, GERL has been hosting what we in GERL land call a ñMulti-County Meetingò, a/k/a MCM, when we held our 

very first law enforcement training meeting.  It was at the Golden Corral in Winder and we had invited 10 surrounding 

counties to attend.  We didnôt have a hands-on horse demo, obviously, but we did have a small crowd big enough to fill the 

private room.  We learned that we were going to have to invite a whole lot more than 10 counties if we wanted the program 

to grow.  And grow, it has! 

Lynne Robinson giving the GERL  
presentation to law enforcement. 

LaGrange Animal Service Officer and Kevin Hearst 
and Shawn Downs, Director Meriwether County. 

Mat Thompson  providing horse  
knowledge to the crowd. 

Corey Cravey shows how to pick up feet. 
Continued on page 19 
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Law Enforcement Training Meeting in Tifton a Success!  
By Patty Livingston  (contôd from page 18) 

   Iôm going to attribute most of that to the wonderful team 
of volunteers that host them.  The one who does most of the 
heavy lifting is our Treasurer, Lynne Robinson.  She takes 
care of sending out all of the invitation letters to all of the 
animal control and law enforcement agencies within a 2-3 
hour driving distance to the facility.  She typically will send 
out over 125 letters.  Lynne also serves as GERLôs speaker 
at every single meeting we host.  Sheôs does a wonderful job 
of delivering GERLôs message and I couldnôt be more 
proud.  She takes off from her work and drives long distanc-
es (Tifton, Jesup, wherever), to attend a MCM and she also 
makes up all of the training manuals for every attendee, for  
every meeting. 

   Another member of our team is our secretary, Cynthia 

Anderson, who oversees the registrations.  We had 35 peo-

ple register for the training class in Tifton.  Cynthia, mean-

while, is currently doing double-time with her job so, there 

was quite a bit of activity for her to juggle.  Like Lynne, she 

took off work and drove down to Tifton late at night to be 

there early the next morning to set up.  

   The third member of our team is Board member, Linda 

Kundell.  She takes care of all the staple items required to 

host a meeting: banners, newsletter, extension cords, paper 

plates, cups, coffee pot, etc.  She is dependable and loyal to 

this program (and GERL, in general).  Linda and I usually 

ride together to attend MCMs since we live relatively close.  

She reminds me of a wind-up toy.  She has amazing energy 

and passion for what she does, and I really appreciate that. 

 

 

   The meeting in Tifton was set up for us by Reginia Wells, 

the Secretary/Treasurer of the American Animal Control 

Association. We met Regenia in Jesup back in November 

and she expressed her desire for us to take our show to her 

area.  It was well-attended and the crowd was genuinely 

interested in the message.  The Georgia Department of Agri-

culture (GDA), Animal Division, was well represented.  

Equine Manager, Mat Thompson shared his presentation 

immediately following Lynne.  Equine Superintendent, Co-

rey Cravey, delivered the second portion of the Equine 

training, before everybody went outside to handle the live 

horse that Corey had brought.  

   We broke for lunch and then Kevin Hearst, DeKalb Co. 

Animal Services Investigator, entertained the crowd with his 

informative and mesmerizing presentation.  Kevin makes 

learning fun and relatable.  He is a great speaker and teacher 

and we really appreciate his support to GERL over the past 

8 years. 

   I feel truly blessed to be surrounded by such a wonderful 
group of professionals who are as passionate about our mis-
sion to make a difference.  My sincere thanks to you all! 
 

Lunch Time! 

Kevin Hearst provides an entertaining presentation. 


