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Pick Your Battles  
By Patty Livingston  
 
I often say that nothing surprises me anymore, 
but recently I WAS surprised.  Shocked is 
probably a better word to describe my reac-
tion.  I had received a phone call from a guy in 
middle Georgia who was pleading for help with 
two horses that belonged to a neighbor down 
the road.  The two horses were very skinny 
and he was very concerned for their welfare.  
As I normally do, I asked him if he knew how to 
body score a horse and he replied that he was-
nõt sure.  I asked him if he could provide me 
with pictures and he promised that he would 
send me some.  
 
In the meantime, he gave me some details 

about the situation with the horses.  It turned 

out that the owners did not live on the property 

which consisted of a very run -down house and 

a couple of small, very bare, pastures surrounded by barbed wire.  They had 3 other horses and a mule that 

were in very good body condition.  The two skinny horses had been given to them by some friends back in the 

spring and they were reportedly thin when they arrived.  Pecking order took its toll on the two new arrivals 

and they were not able to defend themselves when the two horses that shared their pasture chased them off 

of their food.  Food was delivered daily, but nobody stayed around to make sure that the newcomers got any-

thing.  

According to the neighbor who was calling us, òthe owners were trying to do the right thingó by giving the 

horses away.  He was unable to take them because he already had several of his own.  He had already called 

the Georgia Department of Agriculture (GDA) and reported the case, but asked that the owners not be prose-

cuted.  Of course the GDA does typically try to prosecute owners who are negligent and they tried to get the 

man to call the local Animal Control officer in his county to come out.  He refused to do so because he knew  

(continued on the following page)  
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Pick Your Battles  
(continued from the front page)  
 
that it would mean trouble for the owners who were very willing to 
cooperate and sign the horses over to anybody who would take 
them.  By this time, a week had gone by and he was bringing his 
own hay over to the horses and standing there while they ate to 
make sure that they didnõt get chased off.   
 
He continued to call the GDA inspector, begging her to come out 
and pick the horses up.  Of course, she was telling him that they 
would be pursuing prosecution which had him turning to me to 
pick them up.  I called and spoke to the inspector and we dis-
cussed the situation with the concerned neighbor bringing hay over to these horses and how that negated 
and prolonged their process for impoundment.   
 
By this time, he had provided some pictures and I had a chance to see how dangerously thin one of the horses 
had become.  He feared that if the situation dragged out too long the gelding wouldnõt make it.  Honestly, I had 
the same fear and began to make this a higher priority.  I called the inspector and learned that she had re-
ceived special permission to pick up the horses.  I was relieved.  Unfortunately, she already had several other 
cases of very thin horses that she needed to pick up and this case was pushed out to the following week.  The 
neighbor continued to bring his hay and stay with the horses while they ate.  

 
The inspector attempted to contact the owners 
several times to get them to meet her at their run -
down farm to sign the horses over.  The owners 
would never return her calls and due to their lack 
of response, the State had decided that if they did 
impound they would prosecute.  Also, the inspec-
tor was due to go on vacation at the end of the 
week and it would be another week before she 
would return and be able to impound.  Of course, 
the neighbor was jumping up and down by this 
time because he was so desperate to get the 
horses moved.  She let him know that the best 
thing that could happen for these two horses was 
for GERL to get involved and take them.  
 
Two days later, GERL Treasurer, Diana DeMoss, 
and I hooked up the stock trailer and headed 
south to pick up the horses.  The faithful neighbor 
was there to help.  Even though we had both seen 

the pictures, we were not prepared for the shocking scene that met us.  Trust me, we have both seen skinny 
horses before, but we had never seen a horse that skinny, still alive and standing.  We were anxious to get the 
horses loaded and get away.  Several neighbors stood around gawking at the two horses as we led them to 
the trailer.  They asked if the horses were sick and one passer -by even asked if he could buy the little mare.  It 
was as if they didnõt even notice how terribly skinny they both were.  We just shook our heads and proceeded 
with the chore before us.  We loaded the palomino gelding first and finally got the mare to load with a little 
òfeed persuasionó.   
 
I worried the entire trip about the palomino and wondered if he would be able to endure the long drive back.  

We finally got to Dianaõs house around 11:00 that evening and unloaded both horses and put them in her front 

pasture for the night.  Neither of us could stop saying how glad we were that we had gone down there and 

picked them up when we did, despite the fact that we really knew that the people responsible should have 

been punished.  Sometimes you have to pick your battles and do what is best for the horses and that is what 

we did.  We were dog tired by the time we got done, but both of us had that feeling you get when you know 

that you have done something good.  And, thatõs what itõs all about! 
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Whoõs Who 
Georgia Equine Rescue League, Ltd.  

 
Board Members  

 
Patty Livingston, President  

(770) 867 -0760  /  gerlpatty@yahoo.com  
Ken Archer, Vice President  

(770) 554 -1381  /  gerlken@bellsouth.net  
Diana Kelsey DeMoss / Treasurer  

(770) 267 -0867  /  gerlnaners@windstream.net  
Anne Ensminger / Secretary  

(770) 464 -3348 / missanne612@bellsouth.net  
Steven Neal / Alternate  

(706) 342 -3422 / gerlsteven@bellsouth.net  
 

Area Coordinator Directors - Jack & Dotti Carter  
(706) 896 -4997  /  (706) 835 -5677  

frogleap@windstream.net  
 

Foster  Coordinator - Becky Gregory  
(770) 207 -4762  /  gerlbeck@aol.com  

 
Adoption Coordinator - Ruth Sarrett  

(706) 342 -4097  /  ruth@silvercreekfarmonline.com  
 

Events Coordinator - Susan Archer  
(770) 554 -1381  /  susangerl3@bellsouth.net  

 
Volunteer Coordinator - Leisa McCannon  

(770) 267 -6912 / gerlvolunteers@yahoo.com  
 

Education Coordinator - Robin Easley  
(770) 315 -0226  /  gerlrobin@yahoo.com  

 
Web Master - Steve DeMoss  

steve@gerlltd.org  
 

Newsletter Editor -  Betty Evenson  
(706) 265 -5045  /  gerlbetty@aol.com  

*Call or email for deadlines  
 

GERL Advisory Board  
Billy Myers, DVM  

Kenneth Marcella, DVM  
William Baker, DVM  
Jennifer Baker, DVM  

 
To report a case of equine abuse,  

call the Georgia Department  
of Agricultureõs Equine Division 

Monday - Friday  /  8:30 am - 4:30 pm  
(404) 656 -3713 or (800) 282 -5852  

 
If you would like GERL to assist with an  
Equine Abuse case call (770) 464 -0138  

 
If you are interested in becoming an Area Coord.  

for a county not listed, please contact  
Jack or Dottie Carter (706) 896 -4997 / (706) 835 -

5677 or  frogleap@windstream.net  
 
 

Thank You To Our Foster Homes  
 

Belinda & Hannah Carruth  
for fostering Aurora  

 
Diana & Steve DeMoss  

for fostering Hot Rod & Nellie  
 

Anne Ensminger  
for fostering Honor  

 
April & Stoney Goss  

for fostering Highway  
 

Lisa & Randy King  
for fostering Lil Lady & Gray Baby  

 
Patty Livingston  

for fostering Red Man  
 

Tiffany Bergdorf  
for fostering Lucky  

 
Allison Altman  

for fostering Maggie Mae, Sonny Bono & Casey  
 

Sue Crane  
for fostering Bandit  

 
Alline Jones  

for fostering Jenna  
 

Steven Neal  
for fostering Smokey & Sable  

 
Kim & Dan Smith  

for fostering Hay Baler  
 

Debbie & Robert Whitworth  
for fostering Darla & Spanky  

 
Tamma Trump  

for fostering Hope  
 

Jacki Moore & Leslie Lambert  
for fostering Vandy  

 
Cheryl Popiel  

for fostering Charity  
 

Valerie Puryear  
for fostering Thunder  

 
Patty & Phil Henry  

for fostering Chester  
 

Ken & Susan Archer  
for fostering Barley & Cracker Jack  

 
Susan McCullar  

for fostering Lizzie & Trigger  
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Rita Benfield - Douglas, Haralson, Carroll Counties  
(770) 489 -0212 / ritabenfield@yahoo.com  

Annette Raybon - Paulding , Cobb, Bartow Counties  
(770) 445 -8655 / raybonta@bellsouth.net  

Susan Wrensen - Cherokee County  
(770) 331 -6947 / swrensen@comcast.net  

LeighAnn Holton - Glynn, McIntosh, Wayne,  
Brantley & Camden Counties  

(912) 267 -0912 / jpj_associates@comcast.net  
Bob & Judy McCrory -  Harris, Meriwether, Marion,  

Chattahoochee, Talbot, Troup & Muscogee Counties  
(706) 582 -3268  /  ridgeway12@aol.com  

Lynn McMinn - Gwinnett, Walton, Oconee Counties  
(404) /372-9245 / lynn.mcminn@yahoo.com  

Tanya Kingsley - Jasper, Butts, Monroe, Jones  
& Putnam Counties  

(706) 468 -0794 / twkings@gmail.com  
Susie Bond - Newton, Morgan & Green Counties  

(770) 464 -4353  /  gerlsusie@att.net  
Kriston Glushko - Polk & Floyd Counties  

(678) 757 -1138 / krgs@earthlink.net  
Cambria Moon - Haralson, Polk, Floyd Counties  
(770) 597 -4438  /   info@willowhillfarmllc.com  

Victoria & Mark Eubanks - Banks & Franklin Counties  
(770) 363 -0401  /  (404) 452 -4073 / victoria_is@yahoo.com  

Judy Ricketson -  Lowndes County  
(229) 300 -9926 / gerljudy@hotmail.com  

Deborah Stewart - Bartow County  
(678) 721 -0712  /  deborah4768@att.net  

Ray Ziebell - Dawson & Pickens Counties  
(770) 354 -0293 / razfences@msn.com  

Marion Cobb - Forsyth County  
(404) 625 -0346  /  macobb@bellsouth.net  

Dotti & Jack Carter - Towns Counties  
(706) 896 -4997  /  (706) 835 -5677  

frogleap@windstream.net  
Charles & Linda DeVane - Brooks, Thomas &  

Cook Counties  
(229) 263 -7714  /  (229) 560 -0844  

Christina Gilham - Coweta & Heard Counties  
(770) 605 -6753  /  spotnnotfarm@bellsouth.net  

Rosa Allen - Habersham. Rabun & White Counties  
(706) 782 -5969  /  (404) 316 -9417  / rpallen@windstream.net  

Debbie Whitworth - Elbert & Hart Counties  
(706) 283 -0802  /  (404) 805 -4409  /  rlwdpw@hotmail.com  

Cynthia Brayton - Rockdale & Henry Counties  
(404) 374 -2980  /  cebrayton@comcast.net  
Linda Tucker - Jackson & Barrow Counties  
(678) 770 -7704  /  lindahoschton@aol.com  

Nicki Thigpen - Warren, McDuffie & Columbia Counties  
(706) 755 -4375  /  daydreamfarmga@yahoo.com  

Suzanne Economopoulos - Fulton County  
(404) 948 -1041  /  (770) 377 -4363  /  

zan2970@mindspring.com  
Kristen Hopkins - Toombs, Montgomery, Emanuel,  

& Candler Counties  
(912) 614 -7893  /  hopkins.kristen@gmail.com  
Marla Morris - Lamar, Upson & Pike Counties  

(770) 584 -9554  /  georgiashebear@yahoo.com  
Cathy Hackle - Twiggs, Bleckley, Wilkinson Counties  

(478) 957 -3875  /  chackle@windstream.net  
Eddy O'Hern - Houston, Bibb & Peach Counties  

(478) 328 -8308  /  (478) 397 -1135  /  edohern@bellsouth.net  
Ann -Maxwell Searcy -  Fannin & Gilmer Counties  

(706) 838 -4268  /  (cell) 770 363 -4589  /  
am@eastwestmorgans.com  

BJ Morris -  Fannin & Gilmer Counties  
(706) 838 -4268  /  (706) 663 -8717  /  

bj@eastwestmorgans.com  
Debora Hines - Thomas & Mitchell Counties  

(229) 403 -9386  /  dhines@mchsi.com  
Michelle Williams - Spalding County  

(770) 229 -4892  /  (404) 290 -8155  /  shelly@kuntrylivin.com  
Angela Hughes - Pierce, Bacon, Appling,  

Tattnall, Long & Liberty Counties  
(912) 202 -8554  /  info@helphorses.net  

Cynthia Anderson - Baldwin & Putnam Counties  
(770) 713 -9887  /  gomaisfat@yahoo.com  

Darla Money - Gordon, Whitfield & Murray Counties  
(678) 986 -3386  /  dmoneycat@yahoo.com  

Helen Abercrombie - Union County  
(706) 781 -9215  /  helenaber1@yahoo.coim  

Donna Williams - Union County  
(706) 781 -9111  /  dtuttlew@windstream.net  

Kim Bruce - Lumpkin County  
(770) 855 -5727  /  kimbruce@dahlonega.org  

GERL Area Coordinators  

 
EDITORõS CORRECTION 

 
On page 30 of the October / November newsletter 
was a poem by Patricia Hobbs and donation from her 
as well.  The donation was credited to another long -
time GERL supporter.  We apologize for the mix -up.  
Thank you Patricia for all that you do for GERL!  

 
Thank You  

Dr. Ken Marcella  
 

for providing our  
membership  

with such informative  
articles each month.  

 
See page 12  

for this monthõs article 

mailto:info@willowhillfarmllc.com
mailto:zan2970@mindspring.com
mailto:hopkins.kristen@gmail.com
mailto:georgiashebear@yahoo.com
mailto:chackle@windstream.net
mailto:edohern@bellsouth.net
mailto:am@eastwestmorgans.com
mailto:bj@eastwestmorgans.com
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LET ME SAY THIS 
é ABOUT THAT 
By  Patty Livingston, 

President  
 

It is hard for me to be-
lieve that another year 
is almost behind us.  
This year has been a 
whirlwind of events, 
meetings, and trail 
rides.  As I reflect on 
the goals that we set 
for GERL at the begin-
ning of 2010, I am 
proud of how well we 
did with meeting them.  
Below are the goals:  

 

¶ Continue to support/fund all GDA impounds  

 

¶ Continue to partner with the GDA to help with auc-
tions and fundraising events  

 

¶ Offer assistance to County Animal Control agen-
cies that impound horses  

 

¶ Host educational clinics for Animal Control and 
Sheriffõs Depts. as a way to promote equine res-
cue by these agencies and offer our assistance  

 

¶ Fund vaccination program for all GDA impounded 

equine  
 

¶ Fund castration program for all GDA impounded 

equine  
 

¶ Promote Stallion to Gelding program by offering 

financial assistance to the public for equine cas-
tration  

 

¶ Increase the number of GERL Area Coordinators  

 

¶ Increase GERL membership to include 750 mem-
bers  

¶ Replace office trailer at the Mansfield Impound  

 

¶ Pay for winch equipment for Mansfield horse 
trailer  

 

¶ Provide assistance for care of equine to horse 

owners who have lost jobs or are experiencing 
illness  

 

¶ Expand our foster care program and build a net-
work of foster homes  

 

¶ Increase number of volunteers for GERL and GDA 
functions  

 

¶ Promote our mission through education  
 

¶ Attend horse fairs, meetings and events held by 

other organizations for the purpose of educating 
the public & bringing awareness  

 

¶ Involve more youth in the education process  
 

¶ Continue to promote castration of stallions  

 

¶ Create educational handouts/brochures  
 
My reflections reveal that GERL had a very busy and 
productive year.  We committed to helping more 
horses than ever before and we are certainly doing 
that with 32 horses in our foster/adoption program.  
Additionally, we are able to maintain a small network 
of foster homes on standby.  
 
We hosted two separate vaccination clinics in South 
Georgia this year, while committing to pay for the vac-
cination of every horse impounded by the Georgia De-
partment of Agriculture (GDA).  We paid for, or helped 
to pay for the castration of over 30 stallions in 2010 
through our Stallion to Gelding program.  We also 
committed to pay for the castration of every stallion 
impounded by the GDA.  
 
 
(continued on page 27)  

 

GERL Stallions to Gelding Program  

Stallions Gelded To Date By GERL:   30 
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A Note from the  
Secretaryõs Desk 
By Anne Ensminger  

 
As usual, when I sit before 
my computer to write the 
Secretaryõs Desk article, 
my head is full of things I 
want our members to 
know but my space is lim-
ited so I will just start writ-
ing and we will see how 
far I get.  
 
First, I want to express 
sincere personal grati-

tude, as well as that of GERL, to GERL member and 
long time supporter, Dr. Rebecca Gimenez. She put 
on a one day òTraining for Realityó clinic at Ft. 
Gordonõs Hilltop Stables on October 9th. and donated 
100% of the proceeds to GERL.  I participated in the 
clinic and not only learned many new things about the 
way horses think and learn, but met some wonderful 
new friends.  Thanks so much to Dr. Gimenez and to 
all who participated!  
 
Another big expression of gratitude must go to Eliza-
beth Scarborough and her husband of Mansfield, 
Georgia.  They contacted GERL and offered to donate 
25 large round bales of this yearõs hay for the GDA 
Mansfield Impound.  Sadly, the Impound has no equip-
ment to handle 2000 pound bales and therefore, they 
feed only square bales.  Not wanting this offer of pre-
cious hay to go unused, we were able to contact a 
man who has been rescuing horses at his own ex-
pense for years.  Coincidently, he had recently suf-
fered a downturn in his financial status (sound famil-
iar?) and was apprehensive concerning how he could 
feed the horses through the coming winter.  We put 
the two of them in touch and they took it from there.  
Now, that is how the world is supposed to work!  
 
I have anxiously anticipated this beautiful fall season 
through the last few months which have been satu-
rated with the Georgia heat and humidity.  In my mind, 
fall is the best time to ride and I have been doing that 
as often as possible since the weather has moder-
ated.  While I and my fellow Board members have sto-
len a day here and there to ride, the calls for GERL 
help keep coming.  Some days we find it overwhelm-
ing as we sort through the many requests and try to 
put the need in some kind order.  We are very aware 
that we can not take every horse that we are asked to 
take into our program when people say they can not 
afford to feed them. We often offer to temporarily pro-
vide hay and feed to those who might be able to keep 
their horses with this kind of assistance.  In fact, we 

have recently received grant money to be used for 
just this purpose.  More about that later.  
 
Let me tell you about a case that has been tugging at 
our hearts for over a month.  We thought that this 
would be a case where we could help by providing 
feed and hay but the situation changed as the days 
went by.   
 
It started when Rita Benfield took a call on the GERL 
phone lines from a lady who had quit her job to care 
for her aging mother with stage five Alzheimerõs.  
They were living on property that was about to be lost 
to foreclosure.  The mother, Virginia, had owned a 
mare for over 25 years and they could no longer af-
ford to feed her.  òRomaó was an advanced age, very 
gentle registered Quarter Horse mare with arthritis.  
Every day, it was Virginiaõs joy to go out to the pas-
ture and just touch òRomaó.  This daily visit was the 
only time that Virginia seemed to be in touch with re-
ality or her past.  
 
We at GERL, were very reluctant to take a horse of 
this age with arthritis into our program since it is rare 
that we are able to find a permanent home for such a 
horse.  Good sense dictates that we reserve our pre-
cious foster homes for horses that we might be able 
to place in a permanent home.   
 
Though our hearts were not in our decision, we de-
clined to take Roma into our program and simply of-
fered to provide feed and hay with the hope that she 
could stay where she was, at least until the foreclo-
sure took place.  
 
Things rocked along and Rita kept in touch with the 
family and even offered to personally pay for any addi-
tional needs that Roma might have.  Then, a couple of 
days ago, Rita called to tell us that the well on the 
farm had gone out and that it would require a few 
thousand dollars to get it working.   
 
The family could not possibly pay for the repairs.  
Luckily, they found a temporary place with water, 
where they could move.  Since the new place was in 
the city, Roma could not go with them.  
 
Without further discussion, Patty Livingston and 
Diana DeMoss drove to the family farm in Temple, 
Georgia to get the old mare.  She is now safely in 
quarantine at Pattyõs home until a negative Coggins 
can be obtained.  We donõt know where Roma will end 
up but all can be certain that she will live out her days 
in as much comfort as GERL can provide.  Patty in-
tends to start her on arthritis supplements right away.   
 
(continued on the following page)  
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A Note from the Secretaryõs Desk 
(continued from the previous page)  

 
I include a picture of Virginia saying goodbye 
to her old friend just before Roma was loaded 
onto the GERL trailer.  Patty said that there 
were no tears as one would expect.  Virginia is 
able to sense all things pertaining to Roma and 
we are certain that she knows that Roma is go-
ing to be okay.  We at GERL intend to see to it.   
 
   

Photo at Right  
Virginia says goodbye to Roma,  

her friend of 25 years  

Weõre Sorry 
For Your Loss  

 
Heartfelt condolences to 
GERL Board of Directors 
member and friend, Ste-
ven Neal, as he mourns the 
loss of his dog, Sandy.  
Steven is a true animal 
lover and goes very few 
places without his two be-
loved canine friends, 
Sandy and Charlie.  Sandy 
will be missed by many.  

 

RJ - Gone But Not Forgotten  
By  Betty Evenson  
 
RJ had been passed around in his early life ... He once belonged to Marty Paulk 
and I  believe she called him Red Bones.   Marty sold him and he ended up with 
someone who did not take care of him and was nearly a  starvation case ... and 
that is when Lisa Carroll bought him.   Nearly 30 years ago he came to Lisa & 
Jeff.   She got him fattened back up and made great memories with him!  
  
RJ was steady and true ... and many years ago when we all boarded together 
(and when I met Jeff & Lisa) he was the horse that we would borrow if we 
wanted a steady, safe horse for a non -rider.   However, he was also the horse 
that Lisa competed with and showed over 4' fences!  We boarded at a rather 
large facility and RJ was known for jumping the fences and going from pasture 
to pasture.  You never knew which pasture you would find him in, but often if 
wasnõt the one that he was supposed to live in. 
  
RJ was a big strawberry roan with an even bigger heart.   He has been retired 
for many years and lived happily at the Carroll Farm with all of Lisa's other crit-
ters -- her other horses, her ancient goats, her very old pot bellied pig and most 
recently her rescued Llamas. The vets have often asked Lisa what she feeds 
these animals as they all seem to live much longer than their expected life 
span.    
  
Lisa and Jeff knew that RJ couldn't make it through another winter and he let 
them know that it was time ... On November 4th, they said good -bye to RJ.  He 
was 40 years old é 
 
The day after they said good -bye to RJ, Lisa said to me òJeff and I were kidding 
yesterday that RJ was probably the first horse to tell St. Peter not to bother 
opening the gates ... Iõll just jump into heaven.ó  That thought made me smile as 
that would be just how RJ would feel!   
 
Lisa and I rode a couple of days after that sad day and found great comfort rid-
ing and enjoying what we both love most.  We were also smiling as we know 
that Dirty Dan was waiting for RJ and that they are once again enjoying the 
trails together but this time they are the trails of heaven!  
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One of the Lucky Ones  
By Anne Ensminger  
 
It has been several months since David Adams adopted 
Sha.  She was an older Arab mare which came to GERL 
as part of a group.  They were starving.  Because of 
Shaõs age, we thought it would be difficult to place her 
but that could not have been farther from the truth.  
When David met her for the first time, it was love at first 
sight.  That love has done nothing but grow.  
 
The mare was taken to his small farm in Hull, GA where 
she has become the òQueen Bó and David tells us that 
she smiles all of the time.  She is now a perfect weight 
and her coat shines like new money.  David has little in-
terest in riding Sha.  He enjoys simply brushing and car-
ing for her.   
 
Oh, how I wish we could find a David Adams for every 
older horse in our care!  

Looking for Love - A Story About Breeze  
 
GERL receives emails on a daily basis, most of 
them are about horses that need our help.  We 
recently received an email from Mike and Carrie 
Russell, who had recently moved from Macon to 
Carlton, Georgia.  They have purchased a home 
with 38 acres and were planning to contact 
GERL about being a foster home, but had some 
work to do before actually getting involved.  
 
Thatõs when Breeze, a beautiful chestnut Arab, 
wandered up to their fence, thin and obviously in 
need of some love and attention.  Carrie called 
all the neighbors and finally found her owner.  
The first comment from the owner was, òDo you 
want her?ó  Carrieõs first response was òNOó!  
After talking to the owner she came to realize 
that this mare was not going to get the attention 
she needed, so Carrie did what most of us would 
doñshe told the owner she would try to find 
Breeze a home.  
 
Carrie contacted GERL and asked for our help 
finding Breeze a home.  Breeze needed medical 
attention, Coggins and vaccinations which Mike 
and Carrie were not able to give her at this time.  
Fortunately, GERL has recently received a grant 
that allows us to help people in this situation.   
 
Mike and Carrie are feeding and loving Breeze 
while she recuperates.  GERL will help them find 
Breeze a wonderful home when she is ready to 
go.  
 
There are so many caring people out there, will-
ing to give as much as they can to a horse 
òlooking for loveó.   Thank you to all of you out 
there with that spirit of caring.  

 
TRAILER NEEDED FOR  
MANSFIELD IMPOUND!  

 
4 Horse Gooseneck Aluminum Stock Trailer  

Center Divider and Dressing Room  
 

Contact Patty Livingston @ 770 -867-0760  
gerlpatty@yahoo.com  

 
Donation is Tax Deductible!  
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  òOh Come All ôYe To Bethlehemó  

  GERL Christmas Party!  
 

Saturday, December 11 th  

 

Time:    7:00 PM ð 11:00 PM  

 

Bring:   Your favorite covered  

     dish, BYOB & lawn chair  

 

Where: 61 McElhannon Road, SE  

          Bethlehem, GA  30620  

           (770) 867 - 0760 (home)  

           
There will be good food, good friends and even a 

bonfire (weather permitting). Bring your lawn chairs.  

 

Directions from Gainesville: take Hwy 60 thru Gainesville to Hwy 124. 

Turn right onto Hwy 124 and go approx. 3 miles to light. Turn left 

onto Hwy 53S to Winder. Follow Hwy 11S by turning left at McDon-

aldõs in Winder. Go approx.1į miles (bear right) at Blockbuster. Go 

approx. 5 miles to Hwy 316. Cross over 316 and go 1.5 miles through 

Bethlehem. Turn left on McElhannon Rd. Go through 4 - way stop; First 

house on the right.  

 

From Atlanta: From 85S exit onto Hwy 316 towards Athens. Go approx 

23 miles to Hwy 11 and turn right. Go 1.5 miles and turn left onto 

McElhannon Rd.  Go through 4 - way stop; First house on right.  

 

RSVP:  (770) 867 - 0760  

 

Donõt forget to bring your Christmas cards with you 

to mail from the Bethlehem Post Office.  
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Starved and neglected horses impounded by the Georgia Department of Agriculture 
need your help!   Donations will be applied directly towards feed and hay for im-
pounded horses.  Currently, the cost for rehabilitating a horse is approximately $150 
per month, per horse. 
 
Make your TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation through the Georgia Equine Rescue League, 
Ltd. ñFeed a Horseò program.  We need your help so that these horses can live. 
 
Get involved!  Ask your friends, family, co-workers and others to help raise money to 
feed the horses! 

òFeed a Horseó 

I would like to make a donation of: 

Ǐ  $150.00 per month for 4 months to rehabilitate one horse. 

Ǐ $600.00 one time donation to rehabilitate one horse. 

Ǐ $____________ per month to help rehabilitate the horses. 

Ǐ $____________ any donation is gladly accepted! 

 

Name: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________ City:_____________ State:____ Zip:_________ 

Telephone #: _____________________  Email:  ________________________________ 

      

    
 

Your donation is 

tax deductible! THANK YOU!  

Make check payable to:  

GERL 

Mail to: P.O. Box 328 

Bethlehem, GA  30620        

ñFeed a Horseò 
Program 

Before After  

www.gerlltd.org 
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TIMOTHY and/or ORCHARD ALFALFA  
HAY FOR SALE 

 
Let us be your source  

for excellent Midwestern Alfalfa -Mix horse hay  
at an extremely competitive price.  

 

ITõS TIME TO PUT UP YOUR WINTER HAY SUPPLY! 
 

 

We offer several varieties of  hay (lower to higher % of  alfalfa with a 
Timothy / Orchard grass mix).  Samples have been tested & lab 
analyses confirm that this is excellent horse hay.  We work directly 
with the grower to bring this hay to Georgia & the SE.  Contact us 
for pricing, samples, etc.  Excellent references available!  
 

HORSE HAY DIRECT, LLC  
Betty K. Evenson  

(706) 265 -5045  .  (706) 265 -9708  .  gerlbetty@aol.com  

NOTICE!  NEWSLETTER CHANGES COMING!  
BY:  Patty Livingston, President  
 
Your GERL Board has recently decided that some changes must be made in the area of our newsletter.   This is 
due to the extreme labor intensity,  basic costs, and  postage.   We will be moving to a quarterly newsletter start-
ing in 2011 .  
 

The releases will be as follows:  
Early March  
Early June  
Early September  
Early December  

 
This newsletter is an October / November combination.  The next newsletter will be produced in December, 
2010.  The newsletters will be forty pages in order to capture all of the pertinent events and information be-
tween editions.  We will also be cutting back on the number that we print.  We have always overproduced the 
newsletter in order to send a package of 25, or more, to each of our Area Coordinators for distribution.  Bulk 
mail prices are very high and we need to reduce this expense.  Therefore, we have decided that we will create 
a static GERL informational flyer/brochure that will replace the bulk mail newsletters currently going to the 
Area Coordinators.  The brochure will be available by the first of the year.   
 
Our plan is to make our newsletters better than ever and something you will look forward to reading.  The 
economy has much to do with these decisions, so, I hope you all understand the need for this change.  
 
Thanks for your continued support!  
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  Management of Equine Ocular Emergencies  
By:  Kenneth L Marcella, DVM  

 
The same anatomical features that make the horseõs 
vision so unique also make their eyes more prone to 
injury than those of almost any other animal. Horses 
have the largest eyes of any land mammal and their 
side facing position and relatively shallow socket 
combine to produce an almost 360 degree visual field. 
This allows the horse, a prey species, to see nearly all 
the way around its body (there is a small area just be-
hind the tail that is not in the field and a 65 degree 
area immediately in front of the horse where only one 
eye at a time can be focused on an object). Horses 
have excellent night vision and somewhat limited 
color vision seeing blues and yellows but not colors 
with longer wavelengths like reds. These large, side 
facing eyes are routinely being bumped, scraped and 
generally traumatized however, and ocular or eye 
problems rate as number eight in the top 10 equine 
emergency list compiled by Drs. Ann Rashmir -Raven 
and Richard Hooper of the Mississippi State Emer-
gency Extension Service at the College of Veterinary 
Medicine at Mississippi State University, the Equine 
Field Service Team at the College of Veterinary Medi-
cine at the University of Pennsylvania and Dr. Dan 
Beatty, an equine practitioner in the Chicago area. 
Their combined data showed that corneal or eye sur-
face ulcers and abrasions, eyelid lacerations and 
cases of recurrent uveitis (moon blindness) were the 
issues most commonly seen.  
 
Most eye injuries in the horse are the result of interac-
tion with a foreign object -dirt, sand, small rocks, 
weeds, burrs, bushes, trees, whips, halters, cross -
ties, hooks, latches and countless other items in a 
horseõs natural environment. òThe most common 
cause of corneal disease (the  cornea is the transpar-
ent structure that makes up the majority of the globe 
of the eye)  is traumaó, explains Dr. Cynthia Cook of 
Veterinary Vision Inc. in California, òand race horses 
are especially prone due to debris thrown up by the 
hooves of other horses during training and racing.ó  
Some horses are also very susceptible to seasonal 
allergens and to the bites of many insects, both of 
which can cause irritation, pain and itchiness. Many 
ocular emergencies are the result of self -trauma sec-
ondary to an itchy eye from some other reason. The 
horse attempts to provide relief by scratching the eye 
and a larger problem is created.  
 
Fortunately the signs of ocular problems are easy to 
spot. Because of the pain involved with these injuries 
(anyone who has ever had a piece of sand under a 
contact lens can easily relate) horses will usually hold 
their affected eye closed. They will exhibit squinting 
or even muscular spasms around the eye. There will 

be a large amount of tears and possibly thick mucous 
produced and owners will usually notice this dis-
charge before anything else. Because the horse will 
generally be holding the eye tightly closed it is often 
impossible to get a more detailed look at the eye with-
out veterinary assistance. If the horse relaxes its af-
fected eye, sometimes in a dark stall, it might be pos-
sible to notice redness and swelling of the conjunctiva 
or the pink tissue that surrounds the eye. The nor-
mally small blood vessels found here may be 
enlarged, swollen and inflamed as well. Swelling of 
the specialized corneal tissue occurs as a bluish -grey 
color change in the eye and this may be generalized 
throughout the eye or localized to the point of trauma. 
If this swelling and bluish color is extensive enough a 
functional blindness may result.  
 
Occasionally trauma to the eye may be even more bla-
tant with lacerations to the eye lids and blunt trauma 
(kicks, interference with stalls and gates) to the side 
of the face, facial bones and eye.  The orbital ridge 
(called the zygomatic arch) is a thin piece of bone im-
mediately above the eye. This bone is often involved 
in trauma to the eyes and it should be carefully evalu-
ated and possibly examined with radiography if eye 
swelling is extensive, trauma to the head/face was 
involved in the injury or if the injury does not respond 
to treatment in an appropriate period of time (3 -5 
days).  Eyelid lacerations can be quite dramatic and 
veterinarians are often presented with strips of re-
maining tissue that barely resemble a normal lid. Lac-
eration and damage to the upper lid is more serious 
than similar trauma to the lower lid because more 
muscle and nerves are located in the upper lid. More 
eye movement occurs there. Trauma to the medial or 
inside corner of the eye is also more serious because 
of the potential for involvement of the nasolacrimal 
duct located there.  The lids of the horse contain 
abundant blood vessels and this rich supply helps 
with tissue healing. Eyelid lacerations, even those 
that present with severe alterations of ocular anat-
omy, often do very well. Owners and trainers should 
be encouraged never to cut off or remove any eye tis-
sue following an injury, regardless of how hopeless 
the repair looks. Occasionally a veterinary surgeon 
will create a flap out of the remaining pieces that will 
protect the eye long enough to  allow for healing to 
occur which can then lead to a cosmetic repair sur-
gery at a somewhat later date. Keep the tissues wet 
and clean until the veterinarian arrives (flushing with 
water or contact wetting solution is helpful) and keep 
the horse from doing any self trauma.  

 
 

 
(continued on the following page)  
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Management of Equine Ocular Emergencies  
(continued from the previous page)  

 
Because a large number of bacteria and fungi are al-
ways in the ocular environment of the horse, the 
chance of infection following trauma is high. ò The 
corneal epithelium of the horse is a formidable barrier 
to the colonization and invasion of potentially patho-
genic bacteria or fungió, explains Dr Dennis Brooks, a 
member of the American College of Veterinary Oph-
thalmologists and a clinician at the College of Veteri-
nary Medicine at the University of Florida. òA defect in 
the corneal epithelium however,ó says Dr. Brooks, 
òallows bacteria and fungi to adhere to the cornea 
and to initiate infectionó. A six hour ògolden periodó 
has therefore been set as the amount of time it takes 
for bacteria and fungi to contaminate the cornea and 
ocular environment. Surgical repair of lacerations or 
medical treatment of other eye wounds is recom-
mended to be done as soon as possible and certainly 
within this window of time making owner/trainer rec-
ognition of ocular problems and veterinary response 
time crucial. There are no known contraindications 
concerning the use of a topical antibiotic solution in 
cases of ocular trauma or other types of ocular emer-
gencies. A triple antibiotic ophthalmic ointment 
(containing antibiotics and antifungal medication) is 
usually considered the first step in treatment and this 
can be initiated well before the horse is examined by a 
veterinarian. Early treatment with antibiotic ophthal-
mic ointment will decrease the ability of bacteria to 
colonize and will extend the functional period for re-
pair. The majority of ocular injuries in the horse are 
painful. Flunixin (Banamine) is a drug that is excep-
tionally good for this type of discomfort and it should 
be incorporated into a treatment program as well.  
 
Corneal abrasions, lacerations and infections 
(bacterial, viral or toxic) will usually also be treated 
with the application of serum in the eye. When there is 
trauma or inflammation in a tissue, white blood cells 
respond and the inflammatory response that is set up 
is largely responsible for the healing process that fol-
lows. Unfortunately collagenases are produced by the 
white blood cells and these enzymes can further dam-
age surrounding tissues. Globulins in the blood serum 
act as anti -collagenases so many veterinarians treat-
ing a case of ocular trauma will pull some blood from 

their patient, separate the serum and inject this se-
rum topically on the eye.  
 
The biggest mistake made by horse owners treating a 
corneal abrasion or ulcer is to not treat the eye often 
enough. The horseõs eye produces a voluminous 
amount of fluid (even in normal situations and more 
when injured). A treatment regimen of 4 to 8 times 
daily is typically recommended but is often not rou-
tinely followed. Treatment given less frequently is di-
luted by tears and flushed from the eye so quickly that 
minimal antibiotic action is achieved and less than 
expected results and delayed healing is often seen. 
Because ocular infections can deteriorate very rap-
idly, sometimes in less than 24 hours, frequent treat-
ments are crucial and especially so in the early stages 
of a problem. Any type of steroid ointment is to be 
strictly avoided until the completion of a veterinary 
examination since steroids can weaken the strength 
of corneal immune system and can potentiate infec-
tion. Veterinary examination will include a fluorescein 
staining of the cornea. Normal corneal tissue is imper-
meable to stain, so placing a small amount of this 
green dye in a horseõs eye can provide visual evi-
dence of damage to the corneal epithelium and a 
means of evaluating healing over time.     
 
The take -home message concerning equine ocular 
emergencies is early recognition and early initiation 
of treatment regardless of the specifics of the trauma 
or condition. òôWait and Seeõ wonõt work for equine 
corneal problems,ó says Dr. Brooks and Dr. J. Rowan 
Blogg, a diplomat of the American College of Veteri-
nary Ophthalmologists who practices in Victoria, Aus-
tralia adds that òearly repair of eyelid lacerations pre-
vents eyelid deformity, stops corneal drying that can 
cause further problems and ultimately may help avoid 
blindnessó. Owners and trainers need to be attentive 
to this relatively common source of injury in the horse 
and to act aggressively when a problem is noticed. 
Action taken early in cases of equine ocular trauma 
will ultimately determine the eventual outcome.  
         
 

Reprinted by permission of  
ThoroughbredTimes  

August, 2010  

Thank You, Marshia  
 
Many thanks to Marshia Milam -Medford of Walton County who is so 
passionate about the work of GERL that she wants to introduce the 
organization to dear friends who share her love for animals.  She is 
giving GERL memberships to many of them as Christmas gifts!  
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Star 16 year old saddebred cross black mare, 14 -2 hh.  Gentle to 
handle.  Her pasture mate for the last 12 years has been Mercedes. 
They came into our program due to the ownerõs financial hardship.  
Never starved, never abused.  
 
Mercedes  20 year old  
flea bitten gray Ara-
bian/Q.H. mare, 14 -2 
hh.  She was ridden by 
children.  Pastured 
with Star for the last 
12 yrs.  Very nice 
horse.  Ready to go!  
 

 
Thunder 20 + sorrel 
Arabian cross gelding, 
14.1 hh.  Great trail 
horse.  He came in as a 
starvation case and has been completely rehabilitated.  Maybe you 
can provide Thunder with his forever home.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highway  5 year old QH gelding, 15 hh, 1000 lbs.   He loads, clips, 
great with other horses and has great ground manners.   He is blind 
in right eye, but gets around great.   His foster parents have been 
working with him in a round pen and exposing him to trail rid-
ing.   Adopt Highway and take him "on the trail" to success!   
 

 
 
 
 
Charity  13 year old Tobiano Paint mare, 15 hh.  Very gen-
tle with a sweet disposition.  She has an old injury above 
her right rear hock that is cosmetic and does not interfere 
with her range of motion.  Foster mom has been riding her 
in the round pen.  She make a great trail horse.  

 
 

 
 

Star  

Mercedes  

Thunder  

Highway  

Charity  
For adoption fees and additional information 

please contact  
Ruth Sarrett, Adoption Coordinator  

(706) 342 -4097  
ruth@silvercreekfarmonline.com.com  
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Sonny Bono is a 20+ year old bay grade gelding, 
approx. 14 hands.  Very gentle, light riding.  
Sonny would make a great childrenõs horse.  
Loves attention.  Babysitter personality.  

Sonny 
Bono  

Maggie Mae is a 16 year old black Mustang mare, approx. 
14õ2 hands.  Stocky build, very pretty.  Not sure if she is 
rideable.  Needs TLC and a gentle touch.  Foster Mom 
working with her.  

Maggie  
Mae 

Spanky  is an 18 month old black grade 
gelding, should mature to 15õ1 hands.  
Easy to handle.  Should make a nice rid-
ing horse.  Loads, stands for farrier.  
Good disposition.  

Darla  is an 18 year old black grade 
mare, 14õ1 hands.  Rideable, should 
make a great trail horse.  Loads, 
stands for farrier.  Very nice mare.  
Looking for loving home.  

For adoption fees and additional information please 
contact Ruth Sarrett, Adoption Coordinator  

(706) 342 -4097  
ruth@silvercreekfarmonline.com.com  

Nellie  is a 6 year old chocolate mini 
mare with a flaxen mane and tail.  
36ó tall.  Very Gentle, but timid.  Has 
not been ridden.  Stands for farrier, 
loads, loves to be petted and 
groomed.  Sweet pony.  Very easy 
keeper.  

Nellie  

Cancun  13 year old sor-
rel Q.H. gelding, 15 hh.  
He is proud cut, rides 
well but needs a strong, 
capable owner .   

Darla  

Cancun  
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Smokey  1 year old dark bay Thoroughbred cross 
gelding, 13.3 hh.  Needs someone to work with him.  
Will be a wonderful horse.  
 
Leroy  5 year old Thoroughbred cross gelding, 15.2 
hh.   Gentle to handle.   He is about to begin profes-
sional training with Eddy O'Hern, one of GERL's Area 
Coordinators.   We're receiving lots of calls on this 
pretty boy.   He'll make someone a nice horse!   
 
Lil Lady 14 year old chestnut Arabian mare, 14.1 
hh.   She is a very quiet girl.   She has been trail ridden 
in the past.   She will begin her next level of training 
with Robert Chambless soon.   Mr. Chambless 
adopted Lobo and Tyree in July and has had great 
success with them.   Do you have room on your 
farm for this "Lil Lady"?  

 
Hay Baler  1 year old 
c h e s t n u t  T h o r -
oughbred cross geld-
ing, 13.2 hh.  Loads, 
leads, stands for far-
rier.  Foster parents 
are working with him 
daily.  He would make 
a wonderful project for 
anyone who wants to start their own horse.  
 
Barley  is an 11 year old pony, black gelding, 40ó tall.  Gentle, 
easy to handle, stands for farrier, bathes, clips.  Has not been 
ridden.  Might make a good driving team with his brother, 
Cracker Jack.  Cracker Jack is a 10 year old pony, black gelding, 
41ó tall.   Easy keepers.  These  ponies will only be adopted to-
gether.  
 
Hot Rod is a 6 year 
old gray & white 
mini gelding,  36ó 
tall.  Gentle, a bit 
timid.  Has not 
b e e n  r i d d e n .  
Stands for farrier, 
loves to be 
groomed.  Very 
sweet personality.           
  

    Very easy keeper!  

 

 

Hay  
Baler  

Smokey  

Leroy  

Lil Lady  

Barley &  
Cracker Jack  

Hot Rod  

For adoption fees and additional information please 
contact Ruth Sarrett, Adoption Coordinator  

(706) 342 -4097  
ruth@silvercreekfarmonline.com.com  


