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Casualty of Divorce Case Gets a New Lease on Life  
By  Marei Hunder  
 
Anyone who has ever been involved 
in a divorce case, whether they are 
half of the couple that is parting ways 
or otherwise involved, knows one 
thing: divorce is not pretty.  Many 
times, animals turn out to be victims, 
and they unfortunately cannot speak 
their minds in the situation.  Recently, 
the Georgia Department of Agricul-
ture was notified of one such occur-
rence.  Animal Control officers con-
tacted GDA Inspector Marei Hunter.  
They had been tipped off about a 
horse that was being locked in a ga-
rage with all of the doors closed.  
Upon arrival, Marei discovered an 
emaciated horse that was in fact 
trapped in a garage, with only barbed 
wire up across a section where a gate 
used to stand.  The only companion 
that the horse had was an old, junky 
boat.   
 
After doing some research, Marei discovered that the couple that owned the property had divorced.  The 
woman had moved her horses to a nice, safe pasture.  However, perhaps in order to get revenge on her ex -
husband, she had locked his horse in the garage.  Since the man was not permitted on the property, he could 
not feed/water his horse and was unaware of the situation.  Multiple notes left for the owners to contact Marei 
went unanswered and violation notices issued continued to be ignored.  Finally, Marei contacted the judge 
that handled the divorce case.  He wrote orders for Marei to feed and care for the horse over the weekend, 
until the case could be brought up on Monday.  A generous local feed store donated feed, and the horse was 
a happy camper.  
(continued on the following page)  
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Whoõs Who 
Georgia Equine Rescue League, Ltd.  

 
Board Members  

 
Patty Livingston, President  

(770) 867 -0760  /  gerlpatty@yahoo.com  
Ken Archer, Vice President  

(770) 554 -1381  /  gerlken@bellsouth.net  
Diana Kelsey DeMoss / Treasurer  

(770) 267 -0867  /  gerlnaners@windstream.net  
Anne Ensminger / Secretary  

(770) 464 -3348 / missanne612@bellsouth.net  
Steven Neal / Alternate  

(706) 342 -3422 / gerlsteven@bellsouth.net  
 

Area Coordinator Directors  
Jack & Dotti Carter  

(706) 896 -4997  /  (706) 835 -5677  
frogleap@windstream.net  

 
Foster  Coordinator - Becky Gregory  
(770) 207 -4762  /  gerlbeck@aol.com  

 
Adoption Coordinator - Position Available  

 
Events Coordinator - Susan Archer  

(770) 554 -1381  /  susangerl3@bellsouth.net  
 

Volunteer Coordinator - Leisa McCannon  
(770) 267 -6912 / gerlvolunteers@yahoo.com  

 
Web Master - Steve DeMoss  

steve@gerlltd.org  
 
 

Newsletter Editor -  Betty Evenson  
(706) 265 -5045  /  gerlbetty@aol.com  

*Please submit all newsletter materials by the 10th 
of each month for submission in the  
following monthõs newsletter. 

 
 

GERL Advisory Board  
Billy Myers, DVM  

Kenneth Marcella, DVM  
William Baker, DVM  
Jennifer Baker, DVM  

 
To report a case of equine abuse,  

call the Georgia Department  
of Agricultureõs Equine Division 

Monday - Friday  /  8:30 am - 4:30 pm  
(404) 656 -3713 or (800) 282 -5852  

 
If you would like GERL to assist with an  
Equine Abuse case call (770) 464 -0138  

 
If you are interested in becoming an Area Coord.  

for a county not listed, please contact  
Jack or Dottie Carter (706) 896 -4997 / (706) 835 -

5677 or  frogleap@windstream.net  
 

Casualty of Divorce Case Gets a New Lease on Life  
(continued from the previous page)  

 
Before the judge on Monday, the woman naturally claimed to 
have been feeding the horse all along.  She denied knowing 
the reason why the horse is thin.  However, the judge ruled 
in the horseõs favor and he became the property of GDA.  
Colter, as he is now affectionately known, thrived at the im-
pound barn.  He gained weight and became loved by many 
of the barn workers and volunteers.  Once in good body con-
dition, Colter was test -ridden and GDA workers discovered 
he is quite well -trained and talented.  A dedicated volunteer, 
as well as Inspector Courtney Farnon, rode Colter and pre-
pared him to be sold at the Foxhall Farm sale in June.   
 

After seeing him advertised in the sale catalog, a trainer 
contacted her about one of her studentõs interest in Colter.  
Never having been to an auction, Kim Ford brought her 
daughter, Callie, to the sale.  Although nervous, Colter put 
on quite a show and won the approval of the Ford family.  He 
now has a wonderful new home and is behaving beautifully 
for Callie.  They have so much fun together and have partici-
pated successfully in shows and camps over the past 
month.  Colterõs story is definitely proof that good things can 
happen in bad situations.  
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Rita Benfield - Douglas, Haralson, Carroll Counties  
(770) 489 -0212 / ritabenfield@yahoo.com  

Annette Raybon - Paulding , Cobb, Bartow Counties  
(770) 445 -8655 / raybonta@bellsouth.net  

Susan Wrensen - Cherokee County  
(770) 331 -6947 / swrensen@comcast.net  

LeighAnn Holton - Glynn, McIntosh, Wayne,  
Brantley & Camden Counties  

(912) 267 -0912 / jpj_associates@comcast.net  
Bob & Judy McCrory -  Harris, Meriwether, Marion,  

Chattahoochee, Talbot, Troup & Muscogee Counties  
(706) 582 -3268  /  ridgeway12@aol.com  

Lynn McMinn - Gwinnett, Walton, Oconee Counties  
(404) /372-9245 / lynn.mcminn@yahoo.com  

Tanya Kingsley - Jasper, Butts, Monroe, Jones  
& Putnam Counties  

(706) 468 -0794 / twkings@gmail.com  
Susie Bond - Newton, Morgan & Green Counties  

(770) 464 -4353  /  gerlsusie@att.net  
Kriston Glushko - Polk & Floyd Counties  

(678) 757 -1138 / krgs@earthlink.net  
Cambria Moon - Haralson, Polk, Floyd Counties  
(770) 597 -4438  /   info@willowhillfarmllc.com  

Victoria & Mark Eubanks - Banks & Franklin Counties  
(706) 335 -0122 / Victoria_is@yahoo.com  

Judy Ricketson -  Lowndes County  
(229) 300 -9926 / gerljudy@hotmail.com  

Deborah Stewart - Bartow County  
(678) 721 -0712  /  deborah4768@att.net  

Ray Ziebell - Dawson & Pickens Counties  
(770) 354 -0293 / razfences@msn.com  

Marion Cobb - Forsyth County  
(404) 625 -0346  /  macobb@bellsouth.net  

Dotti & Jack Carter - Towns Counties  
(706) 896 -4997  /  (706) 835 -5677  

frogleap@windstream.net  
Charles & Linda DeVane - Brooks, Thomas &  

Cook Counties  
(229) 263 -7714  /  (229) 560 -0844  

Christina Gilham - Coweta & Heard Counties  
(770) 605 -6753  /  spotnnotfarm@bellsouth.net  

Rosa Allen - Habersham. Rabun & White Counties  
(706) 782 -5969  /  (404) 316 -9417  / rpallen@windstream.net  

Debbie Whitworth - Elbert & Hart Counties  
(706) 283 -0802  /  (404) 805 -4409  /  rlwdpw@hotmail.com  

Cynthia Brayton - Rockdale & Henry Counties  
(404) 374 -2980  /  cebrayton@comcast.net  
Linda Tucker - Jackson & Barrow Counties  
(678) 770 -7704  /  lindahoschton@aol.com  

Nicki Thigpen - Warren, McDuffie & Columbia Counties  
(706) 755 -4375  /  daydreamfarmga@yahoo.com  

Suzanne Economopoulos - Fulton County  
(404) 948 -1041  /  (770) 377 -4363  /  

zan2970@mindspring.com  
Kristen Hopkins - Toombs, Montgomery, Emanuel,  

& Candler Counties  
(912) 614 -7893  /  hopkins.kristen@gmail.com  
Marla Morris - Lamar, Upson & Pike Counties  

(770) 584 -9554  /  georgiashebear@yahoo.com  
Cathy Hackle - Twiggs, Bleckley, Wilkinson Counties  

(478) 957 -3875  /  chackle@windstream.net  
Eddy O'Hern - Houston, Bibb & Peach Counties  

(478) 328 -8308  /  (478) 397 -1135  /  edohern@bellsouth.net  
Ann -Maxwell Searcy -  Fannin & Gilmer Counties  

(706) 838 -4268  /  (cell) 770 363 -4589  /  
am@eastwestmorgans.com  

BJ Morris -  Fannin & Gilmer Counties  
(706) 838 -4268  /  (706) 663 -8717  /  

bj@eastwestmorgans.com  
Debora Hines - Thomas & Mitchell Counties  

(229) 403 -9386  /  dhines@mchsi.com  
Michelle Williams - Spalding County  

(770) 229 -4892  /  (404) 290 -8155  /  shelly@kuntrylivin.com  
Angela Hughes - Pierce, Bacon, Appling,  

Tattnall, Long & Liberty Counties  
(912) 202 -8554  /  info@helphorses.net  

Cynthia Anderson - Baldwin & Putnam Counties  
(770) 713 -9887  /  gomaisfat@yahoo.com  

Darla Money - Gordon, Whitfield & Murray Counties  
(678) 986 -3386  /  dmoneycat@yahoo.com  

Helen Abercrombie - Union County  
(706) 781 -9215  /  helenaber1@yahoo.coim  

Donna Williams - Union County  
(706) 781 -9111  /  dtuttlew@windstream.net  

 
 

GERL Area Coordinators  

 
FRIGHT 

FEST 
October 29th ñ31st  

mailto:info@willowhillfarmllc.com
mailto:zan2970@mindspring.com
mailto:hopkins.kristen@gmail.com
mailto:georgiashebear@yahoo.com
mailto:chackle@windstream.net
mailto:edohern@bellsouth.net
mailto:am@eastwestmorgans.com
mailto:bj@eastwestmorgans.com
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LET ME SAY THIS 
é ABOUT THAT 
By  Patty Livingston, 

President  
 

Well, our first vaccina-
tion clinic is behind us 
and we are getting 
ready for clinic number 
2 which is scheduled 
for Sept. 25 th in Val-
dosta.   We spent 100% 
of the $10,000 grant 
funds from PetSmart, 
plus $5,000 of our own 
money on vaccinations, 
so far, this year.  We 
paid for 50% of the vac-

cinations (and Coggins) that were offered in our two 
clinics and learned that it cost approximately $2,000 
to vaccinate a little over 100 horses.   This is valuable 
information for future reference.  We decided to hold 
off on hosting more vaccination clinics for this year 
until more grant funds can be secured.    Of course, 
we will continue to pay for all of the vaccinations for 
all of the impounded horses picked up by the Georgia 
Dept. of Agriculture.  
In a recent discussion with the program manager for 
PetSmart Charities, I was told that they would most 
likely not offer grants like the one we received for 
vaccinations last October because they didnõt feel it 
was a good use of their money.  I did throw out some 
numbers about the high incidence of Eastern Equine 
Encephalitis (EEE) in South Georgia, but Iõm not sure 
that will make a difference in their decision -making.  I 
would really like to make vaccination clinics available 
annually in South Georgia because of their EEE fatali-
ties.  I think it is important to make people aware and 
offer discount clinics to encourage them to vaccinate.     
I recently received a call from New South Equine 
Medicine in Watkinsville telling me about a vaccina-
tion grant that was being offered by the American As-
sociation of Equine Practitioners (AAEP) in conjunc-
tion with the Unwanted Horse Veterinary Relief Cam-
paign.   Intervet/Schering -Plough Animal Health was 

offering to provide the facilities who were awarded 
the grant with vaccines to disperse.  The vaccines 
were to be shipped to the AAEP -member equine vet-
erinarian, in this case that was New South Equine 
Medicine.   By the time I received the call we only had 
three days to pull the application off of their website, 
complete it and send it in.  Of course, we dropped 
everything we were doing and pulled all of the neces-
sary information together in order to apply.    Less 
than a month later we received a letter from AAEP 
letting us know that we had been awarded a small 
supply of vaccines that included 50 doses of 5 -way 
and 10 doses of the Rabies vaccines.   This was a 
wonderful little shot in the arm!  (No pun intended)  
We decided that these vaccines will be used for the 
horses at the impound barns.   The AAEP encouraged 
us to re -apply for this program in 2011 and you can be 
sure that we will certainly do that.  
I met with Shannon Marler recently and she is busy 
researching grant possibilities for castration clinics.  
We are actually a little late in the year to find grant 
monies available since many companies typically re-
quire applications be submitted in the February time-
frame.  However, it doesnõt hurt to look and get an 
education of what is available out there.  In the mean-
time, Iõve been giving a lot of thought about the cas-
tration clinics and have realized that we are going to 
need to talk to somebody who has actually been in-
volved in one so that we can get some ideas about 
how to host such a thing in the most efficient manner.    
We have been able to build good relationships with 
the veterinarians who have been involved in the vacci-
nation clinics down south and it is my hope that we 
can work together again, perhaps next year, on a cas-
tration clinic.  Thatõs my tentative goal, anyway.  Of 
course, we have great working relationships with all 
of the veterinarians that we use in other areas of 
Georgia, as well.   So, the plan is to get one castration 
clinic under our belt and then talk to other vets to see 
who might have an interest in being involved in future 
clinics.  Iõm not sure that there is one area of Georgia 
that has more stallions than another, so I donõt think 
location matters so much.  Let me say this, about 
thatéwith castration, the need is everywhere!    
 

 

GERL Stallions to Gelding Program  

Stallions Gelded To Date By GERL:   20 
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A Note from the  
Secretaryõs Desk 
By Anne Ensminger  

 
I was a òhorse crazyó little girl 
and that has never changed.  
Well, the òlittle girló part 
changed quite some time ago 
but I still love horses and spend 
many hours of each day riding 
them, caring for them, looking 
at them and enjoying their 
beauty, or conversing with my 

fellow GERL Board members as we try to figure out 
how we can help another horse that is hungry or in 
pain.  The small part I have played in the day to day 
business of GERL, has always been very satisfying for 
me and I hope I will be able to serve for a long, long 
time.  
 
Many years ago I heard someone say that the only 
SURE things in this old world are death and taxes.  I 
think we have to add ôchangeõ to that short list.  Cer-
tainly, our world is constantly changing.  For the most 
part, change is probably good but the increase in out-
right equine abuse that we are seeing, is a change 
that I find frightening.  Is this really a change or have I 
just led a sheltered life?   
 
How can a person be responsible for the care of a 
horse and not do something for it when it is foundered 
and in so much pain that it cannot walk a short dis-
tance to get water?  How can another person have 
several horses standing in a dirt lot, in the hot Geor-
gia sun, with no food or water, slowly becoming walk-
ing skeletons and not do something about that?  What 
about a person who would keep a horse in a pit with 
little food or water for weeks and watch it slowly die?  
Read our cover story this month about Colter and try 
to imagine how being involved in a divorce could 
prompt a human being to put a wonderful horse like 
that in a garage so that the estranged spouse could 

not find him.  
 
My òeditorial commentó this month comes from the 
deep frustration I feel when I realize that the above 
listed incidents are true.  We donõt make this stuff up!  
Added is the fact that these are only a few of many 
cases which are known to GERL.  We are very aware 
that the GDA, Equine Division, deals with many more 
cases than we will ever learn about.  Of course these 
stories make us angry and ever more determined to 
see that these horses receive the care they need éé. 
BUT until the uncaring people who let horses starve 
and suffer like this, receive the punishment they de-
serve and not just a òslap on the handsó, the down-
ward spiral in the level of conscience for some horse 
owners will continue.  I have said many times how 
proud I am of the Georgia laws that protect equine.   
With that pride in my heart, I beg prosecutors and 
judges to see that this ..é.é (is it a CHANGE in hu-
man nature?) ........ is not allowed to continue without 
the most severe penalties allowed by law.    At the 
very least, the offenders should be made to pay for 
the rehabilitation of their horses which are legally im-
pounded by GDA Inspectors or County Animal Control 
Officers.   
 
Because GERL enjoys a coveted 501c3 status which 

allows for donations to be tax deductible, the organi-

zation is prohibited from participating in any type of 

political lobby.  Were that not the case, Iõm sure GERL 

would be very active in trying to make the equine pro-

tection laws that we already have, more effective by 

insuring  severe penalties for offenders.  As it is, we 

must simply continue to raise money to take care of 

the ever growing number of horses which need our 

help and I, not in my role as a member of the GERL 

Board of Directors, but as a concerned horse lover, 

can only beg for, and continue to hope for some 

CHANGES that will benefit abused horses and punish 

cruel and thoughtless owners.  

Happy  
HALLOWEEN! 
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Thank You To Our Foster Homes  
 

Belinda & Hannah Carruth  
for fostering Aurora  

 
Dotti & Jack Carter  

for fostering Big Man (aka Beau)  
 

Diana & Steve DeMoss  
for fostering White Cloud & Grant  

 
Anne Ensminger  

for fostering Honor  
 

April & Stoney Goss  
for fostering Highway  

 
Lisa & Randy King  

for fostering Lil Lady  
 

Patty Livingston  
for fostering Red Man  

 
Tiffany Bergdorf  

for fostering Lucky  
 

Allison Altman  
for fostering Maggie Mae, Buck Wild  

Red Sonny Bone O  
 

Sue Crane  
for fostering Bandit  

 
Alline Jones  

for fostering Jenna  
 

Steven Neal  
for fostering Smokey & Sable  

 
Kim & Dan Smith  

for fostering Hay Baler  
 

Debbie & Robert Whitworth  
for fostering Darla & Spanky  

 
Tamma Trump  

for fostering Hope  
 

Jacki Moore & Leslie Lambert  
for fostering Vandy  

 
Cheryl Popiel  

for fostering Charity  
 

Valerie Puryear  
for fostering Thunder  

 
Donna Pieper & Keith Fleming  
for fostering Hotrod & Nellie  

 
Richard & Doris Buckley  

for fostering Pumpkin  
 

Patty & Phil Henry  
for fostering Chester  

 

Thank You  
Dr. Ken Marcella  

 
for providing our  

membership  
with such informative  
articles each month.  

 
See page 11  

for this monthõs article 
 

 

 
Please Help!  

GERL receives money  
for the following ...  

 
Please save Proof Of Purchase  

seals from bags  
of these Southern States  

feeds ...  
Legends, Triple Crown & Reliance  

 
and send them to:  

 
Ginny Scarritt  

4835 Kendall Court  
Atlanta, GA  30342  

We Want To Hear From You!  
 

We welcome our memberõs contributions to our newsletter. 
 
Are you a foster home for GERL horses?  We would love to 
hear about your foster horse(s) and what the experience has 
been like for you.  
 
Have you adopted a horse from GERL?  How about sending us 
an update with photos and a short story about you and your 
new family member?  
 
Have you taken a great trip that involved horses? Many of us 
camp and ride at some really wonderful places and we are 
sure that our members would like to hear more about these 
and other horsey trips.  
 

FRIGHT FEST 
October 29th - 31st  
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GERL Volunteer of the Month  
By  Patty Livingston  

 
Iõll never forget the first time I 
met Debora Hines.  I had been 
doing a lot of work on the new 
GERL regional plan and was spe-
cifically looking for someone in 
the southern part of the state who 
would take ownership to help im-
plement it.  I was coming back 
from a trip to Florida and re-
ceived a phone call from GERL 
Area Coordinator, Charles 
DeVane, who wanted to know if I 
had time to stop for lunch on my 
way back to Atlanta.  He was very 
excited about a new person that 
he had met and who had a lot of 
interest in finding out more about 
GERL and perhaps volunteering.   
I arrived at the Clarian Inn restau-
rant in Valdosta and met a dy-
namic ball of energy!    We dis-
cussed the regional plan and the 
idea to host a vaccination clinic in 
order to make people more 
aware of GERL and to spend some of the grant dollars.  Debora eagerly accepted the challenge to put it all 
together.  It was a great meeting and I was so excited that I had received that call.  Debora joined GERL imme-
diately and became an Area Coordinator.  Because of her exceptional organizational skills, positive, òget er 
doneó attitude, I knew that we had also found the Area Coordinator Lead we were looking for.   I called Dotti 
Carter on the way home to tell her the great news!  
 
 Debora is also well versed with rescuing horses.  She and her friend, Aimee Vipond have created a Christian -
based horse rescue organization called Equine Harmony and they have rescued many horses in their area.   
In fact, Debora lives on a 30+ acre farm that she shares with several of her rescue horses, her husband, 
Kevin, some dogs and several cats.  She has a huge heart when it comes to animals.  
She is responsible for putting together the first GERL vaccination clinic held recently in Cairo, GA.  She de-
signed and created our vaccination form.  She called all of the vets and talked to them many times about the 
types of vaccinations we should include, clinic pricing, set -up and all of the other details involved in putting on 
a clinic.   The clinic went very smooth and all of the long hours of preparation and planning really paid off.   It 
was a great success and helped a lot of people in the community.   
 
Debora was voted hands down as the recipient of the Volunteer of the Month for all she does for GERL and the 
horses!   My hatõs off to you, Debora Hines!  Thank You! 

 
HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING!!!  



8 

GERL Members - Out and About  
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TRAINING FOR REALITY  
TM

  

CLINIC  

October 9, 2010  
To BENEFIT THE GEORGIA EQUINE RESCUE LEAGUE  

http://www.gerlltd.org/  

 

8:00 am - 4:00 pm  

Ft. Gordonõs Hilltop Stables Arena, 

Georgia  

Innovative Handling Solutions, Better Ground Manners & Challeng-

ing Riding Skills Using Natural Horsemanship Methods & Tech-

niques 
 

Be prepared next time you go on a trail ride, ride in a show, even play with your horse at home. The emphasis 

is on safety, relaxation and communication as you become a better partner with your horse. Come experience 

something different, and get a better result than in the past.  

 

Training for RealityTM clinics are a total mind and body workshop focusing on real horses and real riders while 

renovating their problems with communication in normal situations ï trail riding, loading, showing, ground 

manners, riding manners and advanced skills. Understand the mechanics of riding and interacting with horses 

in a safe manner and have FUN doing it! 

 

COST TO ATTEND:  

Clinic will require a $75 donation to Georgia Equine Rescue League (GERL) for the day, per horse/person 

combination. Auditors will be a $25 donation to the GERL. You are welcome to bring your own lunch or pur-

chase locally. There are hotels in Martinez, GA. 

 

For questions about the clinic, email Dr. Rebecca delphiacres@hotmail.com or (214) 679-3629 

http://www.gerlltd.org/
mailto:delphiacres@hotmail.com
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TIMOTHY and/or ORCHARD ALFALFA  
HAY FOR SALE 

 
Let us be your source  

for excellent Midwestern Alfalfa -Mix horse hay  
at an extremely competitive price.  

 

ITõS TIME TO PUT UP YOUR WINTER HAY SUPPLY! 
 

 

We offer several varieties of  hay (lower to higher % of  alfalfa with a 
Timothy / Orchard grass mix).  Samples have been tested & lab 
analyses confirm that this is excellent horse hay.  We work directly 
with the grower to bring this hay to Georgia & the SE.  Contact us 
for pricing, samples, etc.  Excellent references available!  
 

HORSE HAY DIRECT, LLC  
Betty K. Evenson  

(706) 265 -5045  .  (706) 265 -9708  .  gerlbetty@aol.com  

NOTICE!  NEWSLETTER CHANGES COMING!  
BY:  Patty Livingston, President  
 
Your GERL Board has recently decided that some changes must be made in the area of our newsletter.   This is 
due to the extreme labor intensity,  basic costs, and  postage.   We will be moving to a quarterly newsletter start-
ing in 2011 .  
 

The releases will be as follows:  
Early March  
Early June  
Early September  
Early December  

 
This newsletter is an October / November combination.  The next newsletter will be produced in December, 
2010.  The newsletters will be forty pages in order to capture all of the pertinent events and information be-
tween editions.  We will also be cutting back on the number that we print.  We have always overproduced the 
newsletter in order to send a package of 25, or more, to each of our Area Coordinators for distribution.  Bulk 
mail prices are very high and we need to reduce this expense.  Therefore, we have decided that we will create 
a static GERL informational flyer/brochure that will replace the bulk mail newsletters currently going to the 
Area Coordinators.  The brochure will be available by the first of the year.   
 
Our plan is to make our newsletters better than ever and something you will look forward to reading.  The 
economy has much to do with these decisions, so, I hope you all understand the need for this change.  
 
Thanks for your continued support!  
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A Better Way To Evaluate Hay  
By:  Kenneth L Marcella, DVM  

 
Forages make up an estimated 50 to 100% of equine 
diets and are by far the biggest single component of 
most horseõs daily nutritional intake in almost all ar-
eas of the country. A hay marketing survey published 
by Rutgers University Cooperative Extension reported 
that 93.5% of owners in New Jersey and Pennsylvania 
indicated that they fed hay all year long with 61.5 pur-
chasing it locally. The researchers involved with this 
study also found that hay òqualityó was very important 
to horse owners, since survey respondents had very 
specific preferences for certain types and character-
istics of the hay that they would select and buy. This 
study (conducted in 1999 and repeated again in 2004) 
showed, however, that many of the criteria most im-
portant to owners did not correlate to the best means 
of evaluating hay. Owners rated freedom from mold, 
type of hay (timothy, orchard, alfalfa or various 
mixes), and absence of weeds as the three highest 
factors in hay choice. All of these assessments were 
made visually and without any type of analysis. The 
reality is that hay is a very important component of a 
horseõs diet but there are no standards and little con-
tinuity in nutritional analysis of forage. Additionally, 
the method used by most owners to decide on which 
hay to buy and feed is based largely on subjective cri-
teria.  
 
òIt is incongruousó, states Paul Sirois of Dairy One/ 
Equi -analytical Laboratories of Ithaca, New York, a 
company offering forage analysis for both dairy and 
equine clients, òthat manufactured feeds must have a 
guaranteed nutritional composition, yet forages are 
bought and sold based on predominantly subjective  
measuresó. Mr. Sirois acknowledges that forage labo-
ratory services across the nation have traditionally 
been there to meet the needs of the dairy industry and 
the methods of evaluating hays have heavily favored 
ruminant nutrition demands. There is a slight change 
in this industry however and recently laboratories 
have begun addressing the special problems of 
horses and trying to standardize equine forage nutri-
tional analysis. A large part of the driving force in this 
industry shift is the increased interest in carbohy-
drates (CHO) in horse hay. Carbohydrate content has 
been implicated as a possible causative factor in 
equine disorders such as laminitis, Cushingõs dis-
ease, Equine Metabolic Syndrome and insulin resis-
tance, all of which have been increasingly diagnosed 
in the last decade. Equine veterinarians have helped 
educate horse owners as to the potential effects that 
hay quality and content can have on their horseõs 
health. Now it is time to make better objective infor-
mation available to those discriminating owners so 
that they can choose the best hay possible. 

òStandardization of carbohydrate terminology is es-
sential to fully understand the impact of CHO on 
equine health and performanceó, states Mr. Sirois. 
Marketing of hay, from the viewpoint of both the buyer 
and the seller, would be greatly enhanced by provid-
ing nutritional information pre -sale. òHigh quality hay 
could be sold at a higher price and specialty hay, 
such as low CHO hay, would demand a premiumó, 
adds Sirois. Veterinarians can help this process by 
further educating their clients as to better methods of 
hay evaluation and by encouraging more forage 
analysis within the horse hay industry.  
 
The simplest method of hay analysis is called the or-
ganoleptic or sensory method. It includes 5 catego-
ries and each receives a certain percentage of points. 
Maturity (30 %) is the most important criteria. This 
area was fourth highest (of five) in the Rutgers study 
of owner concerns however. Maturity relates to the 
stage at which the hay was cut and baled. The more 
mature the hay the lower the digestibility and the 
lower the nutritional content. This can be determined 
by looking at the hay and by feeling it. The more stems 
and seed heads and the more coarse and brittle the 
hay, the more mature it is. Many owners get maturity 
confused with òcuttingó, as in the first, second or third 
cut of hay from a particular field. It is generally per-
ceived that òsecond cuttingó hay is better (more nutri-
tional value) than first cutting. The important point, 
however, is that within a particular hay type, the stage 
of maturity at cutting is far more important to the qual-
ity of hay than when it was cut. òTypically, second cut-
ting hays in the Northeast and Midatlantic states are 
harvested at a more immature stage than first cutting 
and under better harvest conditionsó, states Mr. Si-
rois, He adds, òIt is these factors, rather than the no-
tion of òcuttingó that exerts an impact on final forage 
quality. Quality grass hay contains few seed heads, 
quality alfalfa should not contain any seed pods and 
few blooms and quality clover should contain no ma-
ture, weathered flowers.  
 
Leafiness is the next category (30%) since the leaves 
contain the most protein and digestible nutrients. 
Terry Poole, Frederick County, Maryland Extension 
Agent explains that òleaves contain 60% of the Total 
Digestible Nutrition (TDN), 70% of the protein and 90% 
of the vitamins in hay making òLeafinessó highly im-
portant in hay evaluationó.     
 

(continued on the following page)  
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A Better Way To Evaluate Hay  
(continued from the previous page)  

 
Hays with mostly stems and few leaves are likely of 
poor quality and hay with high amounts of shattered 
or dislodged leaves indicates excessive handling 
(possible in the raking process and often identifying 
hay that was rained on after cutting and needed addi-
tional turning and drying) and will likely be of lesser 
quality as well.  Another category is called òConditionó 
and accounts for 20% of the total. This can best be 
determined by examining and smelling the hay to de-
termine mold, dust and important information about 
the drying or curing process. Hay that has been baled 
while too green or wet can develop extremely high 
temperatures within the bale (in excess of 100 de-
grees), and this heat can make the hay brittle with a 
burnt or unpleasant smell. This heat can also cause 
the hay to become dusty and the moisture at baling 
can produce mold.  
 
Mold and dust in hay can be a problem for all horses 
and a significant issue for very sensitive individuals. It 
is estimated that 1 in 6 horses suffers from some type 
of allergic respiratory condition during its lifetime and 
airway inflammation can severely affect performance 
and overall health.  Many horse owners soak their 
horseõs hay prior to feeding in attempts to remove 
mold, dust and other allergic particles. New products 
are now available that essentially steam clean entire 
hay bales (HAYGAIN by the Jiffy Steamer Company), 
functionally reducing the amount of possible allergic 
particles to near zero. Good quality, correctly cut, 
dried and baled hay should be free of dust and mold 
but this new technology allows owners yet another 
way to help improve hay quality and assist horses 
prone to respiratory conditions.  
 
Color (10%) is very important to owners but is gener-
ally overrated. Most good hay is a bright natural green 
to green -yellow. The more yellow generally the more 
mature the hay. Hay that has been rain damaged 
(dark brown or black with brittle stems), sun bleached 
(yellow and brittle), heat damaged (brown and musty 
smelling) or moldy will be òoffó color. Good hay should 
smell clean and slightly sweet. òOdor is the primary 
reason for animal rejection and most horses smell 
their hay before eating itó, says Mr. Poole. Yet many 
owners either fail to pay attention to hay smells or are 
just not that sensitive when evaluating good from bad 
odors. Foreign material is the last category for hay 
evaluation (10%) and this includes weeds (thistle, pig-
weed, and nettles), insects (blister beetles), trash or 
other objects. Looking at and handling the hay can 
provide a good assessment of the amount and type of 
foreign material present.  
 

While this sensory 
method of evalua-
tion can often pro-
vide useful informa-
tion on hay quality, 
there has been a 
need for more ob-
jective nutritional 
data and a long history of evolution for forage analy-
sis. In 1860 Henneberg and Stohman developed a 
method of chemical feed analysis. This òProximate 
Analysisó method divided all feed into six fractions- 
water, ether extract, crude protein, ash, and nitrogen 
free extract. This analysis was not very useful how-
ever, because it made no determination of how di-
gestible any of the fractions were. More recently the 
VanSoest Detergent Analysis separates the dry mat-
ter of forage into either cell walls or cell contents. Cell 
contents consist of sugars, starches, soluble CHO, 
pectin, protein, nonprotein nitrogen, lipids and water -
soluble vitamins and minerals which are all (98%) di-
gestible. Cell walls consist of cellulose and hemicellu-
lose (digestible by the horse), and other indigestible 
components. This analysis has yielded the current 
system that reports crude protein, neutral detergent 
fiber (NDF -the portion of the forage that is composed 
of cell walls) and acid detergent fiber (ADF - the por-
tion of NDF that is indigestible). High quality hay 
should have low ADF and low NDF values indicating 
that the indigestible portion of the hay is very small. 
By adding CHO evaluation to hay analysis, one more 
important factor that can possible influence an 
ownerõs purchasing decisions has been provided. In 
1995 a method for determining nonstructural CHO 
was introduced which identified sugars as water solu-
ble carbohydrates (WSC). This WSC fraction con-
tained mono, di, oligo and polysaccharides. The pre-
dominant polysaccharide of importance in the horse 
is fructan which is a plant storage CHO found primar-
ily in cool season grasses and directly related to many 
equine metabolic conditions. Even more advanced 
analysis currently adds the WSC to the starch compo-
nent of forage producing a value called Nonstructural 
CHO (NSC). Finally being able to identify and quantify 
fructan in forage samples and to determine the 
amount of sugar and starch (NSC) now allows owners 
to more carefully select hays for sensitive individuals 
and horses that cannot tolerate high CHO levels.  
 
 

         (continued on the following page)  
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A Better Way To Evaluate Hay  
(continued from the previous page)  

 
Forage analysis can quickly become an 
alphabet soup of values (CHO, WSC, 
NDF, ADF, NSC) but it will benefit the 
equine veterinarian to understand these 
terms and to help push for better, more 
standardized hay analysis. Encouraging 
clients to use objective analysis for for-
age purchases will reward those produc-
ers baling good quality hay and will help 
move the industry forward. Performance 
horse owners needing high energy hay 
will be able to purchase it and those 
needing low CHO hay for that potential 
laminitic or Cushingõs disease horse will 
also be able to find it. While it will always 
be important to touch and smell the hay 
fed to horses, objective analysis is truly 
the future for an age old industry.  
 

 
Reprinted by permission of  

DVM News Magazine  

No Measuring, No Fuss for 

Clear Water Troughs Contact Us! 
Just drop one tablet in your troughs every 3-5 days 
and you wonôt have to scrub again!  For more infor-

mation please visit us on the web at 

www.clearwatertroughs.com  

GERL Area Coordinators gathered in Ellijay recently to start 
planning for their upcoming 10 County Meeting with law enforce-
ment in the Northwest.   From L to R:  Donna Williams, Helen 
Abernathy, AC Directors, Dotti and Jack Carter, Deborah Stew-
ard (and granddaughter), BJ Morris, Sue Wrensen and Ray Zie-
bell.   Meeting will be on November 13th  at the Pickens County 
Sheriff's  facility.  

 

  
If you have it, it is for life.   It is a disease for 
which there is no cure.  You will go on riding 
even after they have to haul you on to a com-
fortable, wise old cob, with feet like inverted 
buckets and with a back like a fireside 
chair...   When I can't ride anymore, I shall still 
keep horses as long as I can hobble about 
with a bucket and a wheelbarrow.   When I 
can't hobble, I shall roll my wheelchair out to 
the fence where my horses graze, and watch 
them.  
  

 
- by Monica Dickens, the 
great -granddaughter of au-
thor Charles Dickens, in her 
book Talking of Horses  

http://www.clearwatertroughs.com/
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WELCOME NEW GERL MEMBERS 
         Referred By  

WITH YOUR HELP é 
 

We Will Make A Difference  

Robert Bahn   
Rui & Lorraine  Beato   
Joyce Beck   
Elaine Bishoff   
Tedd & Susan  Bryant   
Gail Carmody   
Rhonda Dodd   
Gary & Barbara Edwards   
Richard & Mary Beth Ellis   
Alex Greenberg, DVM  
  Cairo Animal Hospital  
Katie Hogge   
Mike Landes & Family   
Stacey Ann Boe Memorial Fund, Inc.  
Donna  Wight   
Jeff & Sandi Williams   
Debra Young   
Janet Ackerman, DVM  
   Animal Medical Center  

Eatonton, GA  
Cumming, GA  
Dawsonville, GA  
Conyers, GA  
Cairo, GA  
Canton  , GA 
Alto, GA  
Lincolnton, GA  
Cleveland, GA  
Cairo, GA  
 
Norcross, GA  
Grovetown, GA  
Atlanta  , GA 
Blairsville, GA  
Cairo, GA  
Talking Rock, GA  
Cairo, GA  

Cynthia Anderson  
GERL 
Patty Livingston  
Becky/Ronnie  
GERL 
Ray Ziebell  
GERL 
CSLA 
GERL 
GERL 
 
Website  
GERL 
GERL 
Helen Abercrombie  
GERL 
B.J. Morris  
GERL 

We Need Your Help!  Auction Items are Needed  
 

We have upcoming events that will include auctions.  
 

We need you to help by donating auction items.  These items can include new or used tack, home décor 
items, gift certificates, etc.   Rememberé our auctions are only as successful 

as the items that we have to offer.  
 

Do you have a beach house?  A cabin rental?  Do you have a timeshare that you do not use?  Perhaps you 
would consider donating a few nights or a week for one of our upcoming auctions?  

Itõs tax deductible and benefits a great cause. 
 

Thanks You In Advance For Your Support!  
 

If you have items to donate or have additional questions please contact:  
Sue Wrensen  

(770) 331 -6947  
swrensen@comcast.net  

 

mailto:swrensen@comcast.net
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Starved and neglected horses impounded by the Georgia Department of Agriculture 
need your help!   Donations will be applied directly towards feed and hay for im-
pounded horses.  Currently, the cost for rehabilitating a horse is approximately $150 
per month, per horse. 
 
Make your TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation through the Georgia Equine Rescue League, 
Ltd. ñFeed a Horseò program.  We need your help so that these horses can live. 
 
Get involved!  Ask your friends, family, co-workers and others to help raise money to 
feed the horses! 

òFeed a Horseó 

I would like to make a donation of: 

Ǐ  $150.00 per month for 4 months to rehabilitate one horse. 

Ǐ $600.00 one time donation to rehabilitate one horse. 

Ǐ $____________ per month to help rehabilitate the horses. 

Ǐ $____________ any donation is gladly accepted! 

 

Name: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________ City:_____________ State:____ Zip:_________ 

Telephone #: _____________________  Email:  ________________________________ 

      

    
 

Your donation is 

tax deductible! THANK YOU!  

Make check payable to:  

GERL 

Mail to: P.O. Box 328 

Bethlehem, GA  30620        

ñFeed a Horseò 
Program 

Before After  

www.gerlltd.org 
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Star 16 year old saddebred cross black mare, 14 -2 hh.  Gentle to 
handle.  Her pasture mate for the last 12 years has been Mer-
cedes. They came into our program due to the ownerõs financial 
hardship.  Never starved, never abused.  
 
 
Mercedes  20 year old  flea bitten gray Arabian/Q.H. mare, 14 -2 
hh.  She was ridden by children.  Pastured with Star for the last 
12 yrs.  Very nice horse.  Ready to go!  
 

 
 
 
 

Thunder 20 + sorrel Ara-
bian cross gelding, 14.1 
hh.  Great trail horse.  
He came in as a starva-
tion case and has been 
completely rehabili-
tated.  Maybe you can 
provide Thunder with his 
forever home.  
 
 
 
 
 

Highway  5 year old QH gelding, 15 hh, 1000 lbs.   He loads, clips, 
great with other horses and has great ground manners.   He is blind 
in right eye, but gets around great.   His foster parents have been 
working with him in a round pen and exposing him to trail rid-
ing.   Adopt Highway and take him "on the trail" to success!   

 
 
 
 
Charity  13 year old Tobiano Paint mare, 15 hh.  Very gen-
tle with a sweet disposition.  She has an old injury above 
her right rear hock that is cosmetic and does not interfere 
with her range of motion.  Will make a great trail horse.  

 
 
 

For adoption fees and additional information 
please contact  

Patty Livingston  
(770) 867 -0760 /  gerlpatty@yahoo.com  

Star  

Mercedes  

Thunder  

Highway  

Charity  


