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Pumpkin  
By  Doris Buckley, Habersham / White County Area Coordinator  
 
I would have never guessed 
that when I went out to my car 
to have lunch on Friday 7/9/10 
it was going to be so busy.  I 
was on the phone speaking to 
Johnny Dayton with the GA 
Dept of Ag to confirm that 
there was an open case on 
the White County horses that 
I had been receiving calls 
about.  I was beeped in by 
Jason Smith the Animal Con-
trol Officer with Habersham 
County.  Jason told me that 
he needed my help.   My first 
thoughts were òoh no not 
againó. 
 
Jason explained to me that 
earlier he was out on a case 
with Johnny in Clarkesville 
near the Fairgrounds.  He told 
me that they had been receiving 911 calls of a dead horse in the field and they went out to investigate.  Jason 
found a red roan Appaloosa down but alive.  When he saw the poor condition this horse was in, he contacted 
the Sherriffõs office to try to locate the owner.  Jason also called in Dr. Gray with Cornelia Veterinary Hospital, 
as well as Johnny with the GDA.  I was told they got some badly needed water into this horse but that he could 
no longer walk to his water.  My first thoughts were itõs been in the 90õs all week.  When I inquired about why 
he couldnõt walk they told me his hooves were overgrown by at least 8 inches.  Jason explained to me they 
reached the owner, an elderly man that was out of town and in exchange for prosecution,  the owner was will-
ing to give up the horse.  Johnny felt that the horseõs hooves were in such poor condition, they would have to 
euthanize him.  Dr. Gray took X -rays and said he would send a full report.  Without hesitation, I offered my 
help and told Jason I would pick him up.   I asked that Jason meet me at the horseõs location, as I wanted a 
witness and permission to do this.      (continued on the following page)  
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Pumpkin  
(continued from the cover)  

 
After work I headed home and picked up the trailer 
and took a good friend, Dianna Neal,  with me.  At first 
we saw a horse, and we both said it doesnõt look bad, 
but then our eyes saw another.  The first thing out of 
my mouth was òoh no, there it isó.  Dusty, the horse 
we came to rescue, was standing near the fence, and 
he was so very thin, he looked like a stick from the 
front.  My first thoughts were òwhy?ó  there he was 
standing in a lush field of grass with a bunch of cattle.    
I got the trailer turned around and Jason showed up 
and we went into the field.  Dianna and I were sick-
ened by the sight of his hooves.  It took us over 30 
minutes to coax him to walk one step at a time until we 
could reach the trailer.  He knew we were helping 
him.  Jason told me they thought he was 25 to 27 
years old but he still had a beautiful sparkle in his eye.  
We drove home to our stables with our emergency 
flashers on and drove very slowly so he would not 
loose his balance.  I knew how weak he was.  When 
we got home it presented another challenge because 
he had to back out and his hooves were catching the 
back of the trailer.  After 20 minutes of trying I had to 
take the chance to turn him.  Luckily we have a stock 
trailer but he was so tall and long that I didnõt know if 
he could pivot on those feet.  He managed but almost 
fell in the process and I felt so bad but we got him off.  
He quickly settled in to his stall with about 6 inches of 
shavings and sucked down a bunch of water.   
 
We quickly realized we also had to doctor him on 
pressure sores he had from laying down so much.  His 
hips caused òbed soresó on both sides that kept being 
ripped open by lying on the hard ground.  Alushield 
we have found to work the best in keeping a Band -Aid 
on him.  If you never have tried it for a wound that can-
not be wrapped it works great.  
 
I have been fortunate to have a boarder, Dianna Neal 
that happens to work for Pete & Ivy Ramey, 
www.hoofrehab.com .  In fact one of Pete & Ivyõs 
DVDõs òThatõs my horse #1ó was filmed at our stables 
Mountain Rose in Clarkesville.    He filmed over a year 
working on Roxy an off the track Thoroughbred using 
rehabilitative hoof care to treat her poor hoof condi-
tions.   My first thing I said to Dianna was do you think 
you can call Pete and ask him if he would be willing to 
help with this poor horse.  Pete felt badly that he 
couldnõt come out till Monday but I knew if he hung on 
this long he would make it till Monday.   
 
We soon realized that everyone was calling him 
Pumpkin.  It was a name that just fit him as we talked 
to him to take baby steps to move him from the barn 
to a paddock we set up for him.  We had to put his 

hay, water and feed high to make sure he didnõt have 
to lean too far forward to eat.  He was a body score I 
would say of a 2 to 2 ½.   All along I was praying that 
he just had severe overgrowth on his hooves and 
once he would be trimmed he would find relief.   
 
Pete came out on Monday to find Pumpkin lying down.  
He had been up and down 5 to 6 times a day because 
of the pain of standing.  Pete found it easier to trim 
him lying down and went to work to give him his first 
trim probably in years.  He actually had to start with a 
saw just to get the worst of it off.  I was so anxious 
that day to come home from work to see his new feet.  
Unfortunately my happiness fell short to hear that 
Pete felt he had severe laminitis and one of the worst 
cases he has seen.  I knew though if anyone was go-
ing to save Pumpkin it would be Pete.  By Monday we 
had Pumpkin smiling for treats and he loved his feed 
and all of that had to come to an end.  Pumpkinõs diet 
had been changed to Coastal Bermuda hay, small 
amounts of grass and water only.  A friend of ours,  
Sue Crane makes Nicker Treats  which are a low 
starch/ low sugar horse cookies she sells for horses 
with insulin resistant issues.  
 
She was happy to donate cookies for Pumpkin and 
that made us feel some better having a treat to give 
him again.  
 
Each day we are seeing some improvement in Pump-
kin.  He is slowing gaining his strength back.  The 
weight and the hooves will probably take a yearõs 
worth of work and we know it is going to be a long 
slow process.  It will only be possible to partially reha-
bilitate his hooves. Radiographs show extensive calci-
fication in the pastern region and significant remodel-
ing and absorption of the coffin bones. Because of his 
insulin resistance he will never be allowed on lush 
pastures again.   He receives Bute for the bad days he 
has had walking.  He is now on hoof supplements.  
Richard my husband has been a great help in all of 
this as well and he is growing attached to Pumpkin.  
He has taken a lot of the Pumpkinõs care on as well.    
Pumpkin has loved all the visitors he has had and 
probably the first attention he has had in years.  He 
has allowed me to give him a bath and groom him and 
is quite comical at times. However when he is pain he 
has shown that he knows how to kick.   I have to be 
careful of that as well and warn others.  He moves 
when he feels like it and Pete tells us the more he 
moves the better for his circulation, the hoof healing 
process, and for developing his wasted muscles.  
 

(continued on page 7)  

http://www.hoofrehab.com/
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Rita Benfield - Douglas, Haralson, Carroll Counties  
(770) 489 -0212 / ritabenfield@yahoo.com  

Annette Raybon - Paulding , Cobb, Bartow Counties  
(770) 445 -8655 / raybonta@bellsouth.net  

Susan Wrensen - Cherokee County  
(770) 331 -6947 / swrensen@comcast.net  

LeighAnn Holton - Glynn, McIntosh, Wayne,  
Brantley & Camden Counties  

(912) 267 -0912 / jpj_associates@comcast.net  
Bob & Judy McCrory -  Harris, Meriwether, Marion,  

Chattahoochee, Talbot, Troup & Muscogee Counties  
(706) 582 -3268  /  ridgeway12@aol.com  

Lynn McMinn - Gwinnett, Walton, Oconee Counties  
(404) /372-9245 / lynn.mcminn@yahoo.com  

Tanya Kingsley - Jasper, Butts, Monroe, Jones  
& Putnam Counties  

(706) 468 -0794 / twkings@gmail.com  
Susie Bond - Newton, Morgan & Green Counties  

(770) 464 -4353  /  gerlsusie@att.net  
Kriston Glushko - Polk & Floyd Counties  

(678) 757 -1138 / krgs@earthlink.net  
Cambria Moon - Haralson, Polk, Floyd Counties  
(770) 597 -4438  /   info@willowhillfarmllc.com  

Victoria & Mark Eubanks - Banks & Franklin Counties  
(706) 335 -0122 / Victoria_is@yahoo.com  

Judy Ricketson -  Lowndes County  
(229) 300 -9926 / gerljudy@hotmail.com  

Deborah Stewart - Bartow County  
(678) 721 -0712  /  deborah4768@att.net  

Ray Ziebell - Dawson & Pickens Counties  
(770) 354 -0293 / razfences@msn.com  

Marion Cobb - Forsyth County  
(404) 625 -0346  /  macobb@bellsouth.net  

Dotti & Jack Carter - Towns & Union Counties  
(706) 896 -4997  /  (706) 835 -5677  

frogleap@windstream.net  
Charles & Linda DeVane - Brooks, Thomas &  

Cook Counties  
(229) 263 -7714  /  (229) 560 -0844  

Christina Gilham - Coweta & Heard Counties  
(770) 605 -6753  /  spotnnotfarm@bellsouth.net  

 

 
Doris & Richard Buckley - Habersham & White Counties  

(770) 365 -7198  / rdbuck@windstream.net  
Rosa Allen - Habersham. Rabun & White Counties  

(706) 782 -5969  /  (404) 316 -9417  / rpallen@windstream.net  

Debbie Whitworth - Elbert & Hart Counties  
(706) 283 -0802  /  (404) 805 -4409  /  rlwdpw@hotmail.com  

Cynthia Brayton - Rockdale & Henry Counties  
(404) 374 -2980  /  cebrayton@comcast.net  
Linda Tucker - Jackson & Barrow Counties  
(678) 770 -7704  /  lindahoschton@aol.com  

Nicki Thigpen - Warren, McDuffie & Columbia Counties  
(706) 755 -4375  /  daydreamfarmga@yahoo.com  

Suzanne Economopoulos - Fulton County  
(404) 948 -1041  /  (770) 377 -4363  /  

zan2970@mindspring.com  
Kristen Hopkins - Toombs, Montgomery, Emanuel,  

& Candler Counties  
(912) 614 -7893  /  hopkins.kristen@gmail.com  
Marla Morris - Lamar, Upson & Pike Counties  

(770) 584 -9554  /  georgiashebear@yahoo.com  
Cathy Hackle - Twiggs, Bleckley, Wilkinson Counties  

(478) 957 -3875  /  chackle@windstream.net  
Eddy O'Hern - Houston, Bibb & Peach Counties  

(478) 328 -8308  /  (478) 397 -1135  /  edo-
hern@bellsouth.net  

Ann -Maxwell Searcy -  Fannin & Gilmer Counties  
(706) 838 -4268  /  (cell) 770 363 -4589  /  

am@eastwestmorgans.com  
BJ Morris -  Fannin & Gilmer Counties  

(706) 838 -4268  /  (706) 663 -8717  /  
bj@eastwestmorgans.com  

Debora Hines - Thomas & Mitchell Counties  
(229) 403 -9386  /  dhines@mchsi.com  
Michelle Williams - Spalding County  

(770) 229 -4892  /  (404) 290 -8155  /  shelly@kuntrylivin.com  
Angela Hughes - Pierce, Bacon, Appling,  

Tattnall, Long & Liberty Counties  
(912) 202 -8554  /  info@helphorses.net  

Cynthia Anderson - Baldwin & Putnam Counties  
(770) 713 -9887  /  gomaisfat@yahoo.com  

Darla Money - Gordon, Whitfield & Murray Counties  
(678) 986 -3386  /  dmoneycat@yahoo.com  

 

GERL Area Coordinators  

 
We  Apologize For The Errors In  The June / July Newsletter  

 
The picture of the school kids were visiting the Decatur Impound - not the Mansfield Impound  

 
Charles Griffin (not Griffis), owner of Dick Tracy Trailer Sales in Covington has been a 2010 Event Sponsor  

 
Thank you for your donation Alison Mercer (not Mercen)  

 
Although we work hard to proof our newsletter layout before it goes to  

print, sometimes an error or typo is missed.   
 

mailto:info@willowhillfarmllc.com
mailto:zan2970@mindspring.com
mailto:hopkins.kristen@gmail.com
mailto:georgiashebear@yahoo.com
mailto:chackle@windstream.net
mailto:edohern@bellsouth.net
mailto:edohern@bellsouth.net
mailto:am@eastwestmorgans.com
mailto:bj@eastwestmorgans.com
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LET ME SAY THIS 
é ABOUT THAT 
By  Patty Livingston, 

President  
 
I recently read that the 
American Horse Coun-
cil performed a com-
prehensive study of the 
equine industry in the 
United States. The 
study, performed in 
2005, estimated 9.2 
million equine in this 
country at that time and 
today's estimate is 10 
million.  
 

Based on statistics gathered from equine facilities 
(primarily breeding facilities), it is estimated that of 
the 10 million horses in the United States, 35.7% were 
born in the last five years. That would mean that there 
are approximately 714,000 new foals born each year.  
We are breeding more horses than the market can 
absorb.  To a large extent, the finger of blame can be 
extended toward the backyard breeder --the person 
who has a mare or two and arbitrarily decides to raise 
a few foals. In some cases the breeder has no definite 
plans for the future of the young horses produced; he 
or she just desires to raise a few foals because the 
mares are present and perhaps there is even a stal-
lion conveniently on the premises. Sometimes these 
horses turn out to be excellent animals which receive 
training and the breeder is able to sell them for a re-
spectable price.  In many instances, however, they 
simply exist on the farm and the owner eventually 
loses interest in the animals' well -bein g.  
 
A stallion has the potential to sire hundreds of foals in 
his lifetime.  Sperm production begins as early as 12 
to 14 months of age in most colts, and stallions will 
typically remain fertile beyond their 20th year of age.  
It is estimated that less than 1 percent of each yearõs 
colt crop is good enough to become breeding stal-
lions.  This is one reason that GERL is strongly en-
couraging the castration of most colts.  The second 
reason is that stallions are testosterone -driven ani-
mals and can be aggressive and potentially danger-
ous to other horses and people.  GERL finds that it is 
much easier to place male horses which have been 
castrated.  
 
I went online to do more research about stallion cas-
tration.  I used the search phrase òStop Stallion Re-
productionó and I got over 1600 results.  I scrolled 
through 4 pages of links to various sites and 90% of 
them were associated with helping the breeder with 

the reproduction of offspring.   I was never able to find 
the type of information for which I was looking.  I 
wanted to know if other equine organizations were 
actively encouraging castration by offering free or 
cost reduced castrations.  I then tried the search 
phrase òHorse Castrationó and amazingly got 402,000 
results.  Still, most of them were informative articles 
about caring for the horse post operatively.  Finally, 
after searching for over 3 hours I found a couple of 
links to organizations which offer free gelding ser-
vices.  One was in Minnesota and the other in North 
Carolina.  We at GERL have patterned our program 
after the one in North Carolina.  The difference is that 
they only offer castration for stallions that are being 
used to reproduce.  Therefore, a stallion which may 
not be considered as a candidate for their program 
because he has never been used for breeding, could 
be sold to a new owner who might fall into the òback 
yard breederó category.   
 
I have mentioned our Stallion to Gelding program 
many times in the past, but I donõt believe that I have 
ever dedicated an entire article to the subject.  I think 
it is time that I did.  We recently added a new page to 
our website which introduces and describes the 
GERL Stallion to Gelding Program.  An application is 
available on that page. All you have to do is download 
the application, fill it out and send it back to GERL, 
along with a couple of pictures of your stallion.  After 
your application is approved, we will contact your vet-
erinarian to arrange payment.  At this point, owners 
are notified to set up an appointment.    
 
We have already gelded 17 horses through this pro-
gram, with 10 currently pending.  Fortunately, we 
have not had to turn anyone down who has applied, 
even though we do not currently have grant funds to 
pay for the castration of horses.  We continue to pay 
the first $150 because it is something that we believe 
in so strongly.  I feel that it is very important that more 
attention be given to equine castration than ever be-
fore as a very good way to help control the over abun-
dance of horses in our state.  
 
We currently have two vaccination clinics on our cal-
endar for South Georgia, where there is the highest 
incidence of EEE.  My plan is that we will gain experi-
ence from these first clinics and, as a result, we will 
learn what works and what doesnõt.  We hope there 
will be many more such clinics to follow.  It is our plan 
to also sponsor castration clinics if the vaccination 
clinics meet our high expectations for success.  

 

(continued on page 30)  
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A Note from the  
Secretaryõs Desk 
By Anne Ensminger  

 
GERL members and readers of this 
newsletter know that this organiza-
tion has been helping starved, 
abused, and abandoned horses in 
Georgia since 1992.  During that 
time, not only has the need for our 
help grown, but the work needed to 

provide that help has increased proportionately.  
There are five members of the Board of Directors and 
about that many additional key members who take the 
lead in specific areas of our work.  Then there are our 
eight hundred òevery day membersó who support us 
with their membership dues, donations, and sweat 
equity.  They are the real backbone of GERL. Every 
one of our members is greatly appreciated but in 
these extraordinary times, there is need for them to 
help even more.  
 
First I would like to remind our members and friends 
that your eyes are the first hope for horses you dis-
cover which are suffering from neglect or abuse.  We 
in Georgia are very proud that we are one of the few 
states having laws that protect equine. These laws 
are largely enforced by the Georgia Department of 
Agriculture but local Law Enforcement and Animal 
Control agencies also have the legal right and obliga-
tion to intervene on behalf of equine in need.  Sadly, at 
this time, many of the county agencies do not have 
personnel, equipment, or the knowledge to deal with 
horses, however, GERL is working with them and they 
join us in being interested in finding ways to remedy 
this.  
 
We have long listed the phone number for Georgia 
Department of Agriculture, Equine Division, in our 
newsletter where citizens can call to report cases of 
equine neglect or abuse. FYI: (404) 656 -3713 or (800) 
282-5852 Monday thru Friday 8:30 AM until 4:30 PM) 
GDA has experienced Equine Inspectors who will fol-
low up on all calls.  These Inspectors have the legal 
right to enter private property and issue citations.  
Since GERL has no such legal rights and it is very im-
portant for GDA to receive a first hand description of 
the problem as well as exact directions to the location 
of your complaint, we ask that you call them directly. 
To call GERL with such reports only delays the re-
sponse.  The folks at GDA are always very polite when 
you register a complaint and, even though they re-
quire you to give your name, your identity is always 
strictly protected.   
 
GERL encourages you to report cases of abuse and 
then continue to observe the situation, while remem-

bering that, as in all matters involving government 
regulation, the Inspectors must follow a protocol.  
They will first, if the situation warrants, issue a cita-
tion and warning to the horse owners and give them 
instructions concerning how they can better care for 
their animals.  The Inspector will then follow up with 
another visit to insure compliance.  If the owners do 
not show that the horses are receiving proper care, 
GDA will then impound said horses, rehabilitate them, 
and eventually sell them at public auction into, hope-
fully, better situations.  
 
All of this sounds very simple but it is far from simple.  
GERL has had to accept the fact that living conditions 
for equine is very loosely covered by the accepted 
standard for care.  Shelter, beyond a tree or the side 
of a building for shade, is not required by law.  Lack of 
even minimal shelter, in the absence of other factors, 
would not be considered to be cause for impound-
ment.  Debris or large amounts of wet mud and/or ma-
nure in the environment are not cause for impound-
ment, even if this is extremely deplorable to con-
cerned horse lovers, me included.   
 
Hay and clean water are basic requirements.  As frus-
trating as it is, we must caution folks who are report-
ing such cases, to refrain from throwing hay over the 
fence or providing more than minimal water for the 
animals.  If an Inspector arrives to find hay and water 
available, their hands are tied and, unless the animals 
are in very bad condition, the Inspector will not be 
unable to use their full authority to help these horses.  
When horses are impounded by GDA, it is then time 
for GERL to enter the picture.  Occasionally, GDA 
calls on us to take a horse that, for one reason or an-
other, they know they can not offer at public auction.  
Astoundingly, we have found homes for a number of 
crippled and blind horses.  We also contribute heavily 
to feed, hay, and impound facility maintenance on be-
half of GDA.  We geld all impounded stallions and pay 
for vaccinations for all impounded horses as well.  
GDA, Equine Division knows that GERL is there to 
help in any way needed.   
 
I beg you to PLEASE use your eyes on behalf of the 
horses.  Call and report cases of starvation and/or 
neglect.  Write down the date and the name of the per-
son to whom you spoke when you made your report. If 
you donõt see the situation improve within an accept-
able time, call again to check on the case.  Be proac-
tive!  Follow up!  These horses can not speak for 
themselves!  
 

 
(continued on the following page)  
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Thank You To Our Foster Homes  

 
Belinda & Hannah Carruth  

for fostering Aurora  
 

Dotti & Jack Carter  
for fostering Big Man (aka Beau)  

 
Diana & Steve DeMoss  

for fostering White Cloud, Grant  
& Snowball  

 
Anne Ensminger  

for fostering Honor  
 

April & Stoney Goss  
for fostering Highway  

 
Lisa & Randy King  

for fostering Lil Lady  
 

Patty Livingston  
for fostering Red Man  

 
Tiffany Bergdorf  

for fostering Lucky  
 

Allison Altman  
for fostering Maggie Mae, Buck,  

Sonny & Bono  
 

Sue Crane  
for fostering Bandit  

 
Alline Jones  

for fostering Jenna  
 

Patty & Nick Howard  
for fosteringEryzeka & Rosie  

 
Steven Neal  

for fostering Leroy, Smokey & Sable  
 

Susan McCullar  
for fostering Cheyenne & Gray Baby  

 
Kim & Dan Smith  

for fostering Hay Baler  
 

Debbie & Robert Whitworth  
for fostering Darla & Spanky  

 
Tamma Trump  

for fostering Hope  
 

Jacki Moore & Leslie Lambert  
for fostering Vandy  

 
Cheryl Popiel  

for fostering Charity  
 

Valerie Puryear  
for fostering Thunder  

Thank You  
Dr. Ken Marcella  

 
for providing our  

membership  
with such informative  
articles each month.  

 
See page 17  

for this monthõs article 
 

 

 
Please Help!  

GERL receives money  
for the following ...  

 
Please save Proof Of Purchase  

seals from bags  
of these Southern States  

feeds ...  
Legends, Triple Crown & Reliance  

 
and send them to:  

 
Ginny Scarritt  

4835 Kendall Court  
Atlanta, GA  30342  

A Note from the Secretaryõs Desk 
(continued from the previous page)  

 
Another thingé.., GERL desperately needs more foster homes.  
Due to budget cuts, the GDA has been forced to reduce the num-
ber of horses they are permitted to impound. GERL is sometimes 
asked to take horses after GDA has successfully persuaded their 
owners to willingly surrender them before the owners face 
prosecution.  GERL also takes horses seized by county Animal 
Control agencies which do not have facilities to house them.  We 
never know when these requests will come and we must be 
ready with temporary places to put these animals.  It is especially 
difficult for us to find foster homes for stallions.  All stallions 
which come into the GDA Impounds or the GERL Foster Care 
Program are eventually gelded but sometimes this must be de-
layed because of legal ramifications.  
 
We do not require a fancy environment for our foster horses.  
Safe fences, good food, minimal shelter, and plenty of clean wa-
ter are basic requirements.  A willingness to handle, or at least 
check on them daily, is desirable.  GERL will pay all expenses for 
foster horses.  Foster caregivers often elect to keep accurate 
records of expenses and take a tax deduction for that amount 
instead of asking for reimbursement. If you choose to do this, 
GERL will furnish documentation of the care you provide but it is 
up to you to keep accurate records of your expenses and be able 
to verify with receipts.  
 
Foster homes always have first refusal to adopt their foster horse 
when it is time for it to go to a permanent home.  
 
Having the experience of fostering three horses to date, I can tell 
you that it is quite rewarding to see a very thin horse with a dull 
coat and sad eyes, begin to gain weight, put on a shiny coat, and 
most of all, to see that brightness return to those eyes!  
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Pumpkin  
(continued page two)  

 
Since I have had him at our place I have met a few people who were see-
ing this horse daily in the field where he was and thought it was skinny 
because it was old.  One important lesson as an Area Coordinator that I 
have gathered from this, is that things donõt always appear as they are at 
first.  No one from the road would have ever seen his feet.  He was staying 
in one spot because he couldnõt walk anywhere, and if he had stayed an-
other day he probably would have died from dehydration.  His urine was 
so dark when we brought him home that his kidneys were failing.  It took 
about 5 days to re -hydrate his system again.   Also if you see a horse re-
peatedly laying down in the same spot and staying down over and over 
again there is something seriously wrong.  Pumpkin now lies down in his 
stall at night and maybe takes an afternoon nap outside but for the most 
part he remains standing now and that has allowed his sores to start heal-
ing.  I have also learned that there is more than one kind of abuse since I 
have witnessed now not only no hoof maintenance or vet care but also 
tethering for weeks on end in the same spot.  I try to be more alert as I drive by any horses.  I have also 
started folders on others that we are keeping a close eye on and updating the GDA with current photos.  

 

Pete may cast Pumpkins front feet to 
give him some extra cushion in the next 
few days.  I have watched this process 
before with Roxy with some remarkable 
results.  Pumpkin will never have to suf-
fer without water again, and has finally 
figured how he has more ònormaló feet 
to walk on.  He overcompensated for the 
long òflipper feetó he had for a few days 
even after they were gone.  I hope to 
someday find a permanent home for him 
with little grass, lots of hay and a lot of 
love and care so that he can retire and 
live his life out happily.   
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GERL Attends GDA Pulaski Impound  Auction In June  

Charles DeVane, Leigh Ann 
Holton, Eddy OõHern, Diana 

DeMoss, Steve DeMoss  

Working hard or hardly working?   
Steve DeMoss, Eddy OõHern, Trevor 

Sargent, Leigh Ann Holton  
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Starved and neglected horses impounded by the Georgia Department of Agriculture 
need your help!   Donations will be applied directly towards feed and hay for im-
pounded horses.  Currently, the cost for rehabilitating a horse is approximately $150 
per month, per horse. 
 
Make your TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation through the Georgia Equine Rescue League, 
Ltd. ñFeed a Horseò program.  We need your help so that these horses can live. 
 
Get involved!  Ask your friends, family, co-workers and others to help raise money to 
feed the horses! 

òFeed a Horseó 

I would like to make a donation of: 

Ǐ  $150.00 per month for 4 months to rehabilitate one horse. 

Ǐ $600.00 one time donation to rehabilitate one horse. 

Ǐ $____________ per month to help rehabilitate the horses. 

Ǐ $____________ any donation is gladly accepted! 

 

Name: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________ City:_____________ State:____ Zip:_________ 

Telephone #: _____________________  Email:  ________________________________ 

      

    
 

Your donation is 

tax deductible! THANK YOU!  

Make check payable to:  

GERL 

Mail to: P.O. Box 328 

Bethlehem, GA  30620        

ñFeed a Horseò 
Program 

Before After  

www.gerlltd.org 
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Dear GERL  
 
Hey there!   I hope this finds ya'll well!  
 
I wanted to update everyone on Lobo 
and Tyree.   With help from my daugh-

ter,  Tyree is now going on the trail..He loads, 
bathes, and other things with his head down.   He 
even comes to the gate to get  the halter on so he 
can have his turn  at work.   I put 4 shoes on him 
without sedation!   He was really quiet (better 
than some of my clients!).    
 
Lobo is still going well.   He really likes work-
ing.   So far I haven't be able to wear him out.   Of 
course he has 4 shoes on as well.   He is getting 
pretty quiet now    Still working on the neighbors 
donkeys.   He is not sure WHAT they are!  
 
So é when anyone wants to come up we will all go on a 
trail ride.   We are working about 2 hours at a time,   but 
looks like they can go much farther!   They're Arabians!!   I 
have plenty of room for trucks/  trailers to park.  
 
Pictures are attached.   It is hard to get both of them in 
the same picture.   My legs only fit around one at a time!  
 
Hope to see you soon.  Let's ride!  
Robert  
 
Pictures at top:  Robert Chambless with Lobo and Tyree.   
Pictures at right:  Bob &Shirley Guhl - Thank you Bob & 
Shirley for fostering Lobo and Tyree while they awaited 
their forever home with Robert Chambless.  

 

 

GERL 
HAPPY 

ENDINGS!!!  
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GERL Volunteers of the Month  
September 2010  
By Dotti Carter  
 
I am sure when Doris and Richard Buckley signed up 
to be GERL Area Coordinators for Habersham and 
White Counties at the beginning of this year, they did 
not expect the flurry of activity they experienced in 
July.   
 
It all started with the report of a starving Paint mare in 
White County.  Doris and I agreed to meet on the 
square in downtown Cleveland to go take a look.  The 
situation definitely needed attention and a resolution, 
at this time, is ongoing.  Little did we know it would be 
the beginning of a very busy month and I hope the be-
ginning of a very long friendship.  
 
Shortly after this, Doris accepted responsibility for 
planning a luncheon for  women from Habersham 
County involved in both small animal and equine res-
cue.  I was invited to represent GERL.   The goal of 
this group is to work to strengthen the animal cruelty 
laws in Habersham County with an emphasis on teth-
ering laws for horses.   The guest of honor was An-
drea Harper who was running for Habersham County 
Commissioner in District Two.  Andrea did win her 
seat in the election a few days later.  This group of 
strong women will have a great ally in their corner to 
help improve animal welfare in their county.  
 
Within just a few days after the luncheon, reality be-
gan to set in for Doris concerning how some people 
treat horses.  On July 9 th , Doris received a call from 
Habersham County Animal Control regarding an aged 
Appaloosa gelding with severely overgrown hooves ð 
so overgrown he could not walk to his water source. 
He was malnourished, dehydrated, and very weak.  
After managing to arrange for òPumpkinó to be re-
leased to GERL, Doris and her husband Richard per-
sonally took him into their care.  He is now receiving 
love, proper nourishment, regular veterinary evalua-
tions, and hoof care by famous author, lecturer, and 
barefoot hoof specialist, Pete Ramey.  Pumpkin could 
not be in better hands.  
 
Shortly after this, Doris and Richard became aware of 
a very sad situation involving an Arabian gelding in 
White County that had been purchased at auction for 
a few dollars with the intention of fattening him up and 
selling him for a profit.  This plan would have been 
successful if it had only included feed, hay, clean wa-
ter, and few tubes of wormer.  However, that was not 
the case and the little horseõs physical condition con-
tinued to decline.  After some persistent persuasion, 
he was eventually released to GERL by his owner and 
that is when Doris contacted Sue Crane who gra-

ciously agreed to foster òBanditó.  Sue is a true Ara-
bian enthusiast and was instrumental in coordinating 
the recent adoption of Tyree and Lobo by her farrier.  
Thankfully Bandit is now on the road to recovery, will 
be completely rehabilitated, and adopted into a loving 
home.  Check out òBanditõs Blogó on Sueõs website at 
www.equusdreams.com  
 
Near the end of July, the saddest situation of all was 
revealed to Doris and Richardõs attention. A small bay 
gelding with a body score of one or less was reported 
to be tied in a pit (yes, a pit!) in the mountainous back 
woods of White County. The pit was located on the 
side of a mountain, accessible only by four wheel 
drive vehicles.  It would have been impossible to get a 
horse trailer up there.   
 
òPedroó died before he could be removed from the 
deplorable conditions in which he was forced to live 
but on the last day of his life, Doris and Richard 
worked all day in extreme heat to make arrangements 
for GERL to obtain ownership while they formed a 
plan to get him out of there.  They managed to provide 
hay and water, had him examined by a veterinarian, 
and most importantly, lovingly provided kindness and 
encouragement to the little horse.  Help came too late 
for Pedro.  There was nothing more that Doris and 
Richard or GERL could do for this horse but we all 
came away with a hugely strengthened resolve to find 
a way to end this kind of cruelty.  
 
GERL would like to thank Doris and Richard for all of 
their hard work over the last few weeks.  They never 
hesitated to jump in to do what needed to be done.  I 
have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know Doris and 
Richard while working with them so closely over the 
last month and I am very proud to name them as Sep-
temberõs Volunteers of the Month for GERL.   
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TIMOTHY and/or ORCHARD ALFALFA  
HAY FOR SALE 

 
Let us be your source  

for excellent Midwestern Alfalfa -Mix horse hay  
at an extremely competitive price.  

 
We offer several varieties of hay (lower to higher % of alfalfa with a Timothy / Orchard 
grass mix).  Samples have been tested & lab analyses confirm that this is excellent horse 
hay.  We work directly with the grower to bring this hay to Georgia & the SE.  Contact us 
for pricing, samples, etc.  

HORSE HAY DIRECT, LLC  
Betty K. Evenson  

(706) 265 -5045  .  (706) 265 -9708  .  gerlbetty@aol.com  

Sylvia Mooney  
1942 - 2010  

By Anne Ensminger  
 

Georgia Equine Rescue 
League has lost another 
great friend.  Sylvia 
Mooney of Jersey, Geor-
gia (she always chuckled 
and informed people that 
she was from Alcovy 
Mountain , which is just 
across the street from 
her house), lost her battle 
with cancer on July 21 st. 
 
Sylvia is one of the very 
first members of GERL 
and was a lifetime mem-
ber.  She introduced me 
to the organization many 
years ago.  We were trail 
riding buddies for a long 
time until she began her 
second of three battles 
with cancer.   
 
Many GERL members and friends will remember meeting Syl-
via on the trail, riding her beautiful Paint mare, Maximum Sat-
isfaction (òMaxineó).  She and her family rarely missed a 
GERL event and were always first to volunteer their help.  
 
Our sincere condolences to her husband, daughters, son, 
and grandchildren who loved her very much.  We like to think 
that she is sitting on Maxine right now as she watches over 
all of us from heaven.  

GERL Needs Poop Scoopers!  
 

I am sure that 
most of you are 
experienced in 
this area!  I am 
also sure that you 
think that we are 
asking for stall 
cleaners!  
WRONG!   
 
We would like to 
òhireó some reporters for our newsletter.  
We need you to get out there and get the 
òscoopó from GERL members, foster par-
ents, adoptive parents and others that 
may have a success story they are just 
waiting to tell.  We are looking for anyone 
that would like to be more involved, but 
just havenõt found their niche.  There are 
so many stories to be told!  These 
òscoopersó need to be self motivated and 
willing to go that extra mile for GERL!  
You donõt have to have above average 
writing skills to do this!  We are all just 
regular folks and we need your help!   
 

Please contact Anne Ensminger  
if you are interested  

in being on the Poop Scooper Squad!  
  (770) 464 -3348  

or  
missanne612@bellsouth.net  
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Mansfield Impound Workday ð July 31 st  

By: Patty Livingston  
 
To say that our recent workday at the Mansfield Im-
pound was a success is definitely an understatement.  
We had over 40 people, ranging from age 4 to 72, 
show up in the boiling temperatures.  Weather -wise, 
we were actually blessed because it was overcast 
and for a little while we felt a fine little mist.  That 
lasted until about 11:00 when the sun popped out and 
the scorching began.  We had coolers with ice water 
soaking towels and bandannas for the workers to put 
around their necks to cool them down.  
 
Willie Moore and Starr Archer worked on welding all 
of the gates which were many.  Ken and Shane Ste-
vens headed up the construction crew that built the 3 
run -in sheds.  Jason Marler, Allen Davis, Dan Huling,  
Jeremy Wyman and Paul Reid were a part of the 
òDream Teamó crew who slaved out in the hot sun all 
day and accomplished the huge feat of getting the 
sheds finished.  Kudos to all of the guys, who wouldnõt 
stop working, even to eat lunch.  
 

Dream Team #2, Scott Harris, David McCannon, and 
Dave Kingsley, with the help of òtool assistant and lad-
der holderó, Leisa McCannon, worked together to get 
the new electrical wiring run for the new office trailer 
which was purchased by GERL back in April.  We did-
nõt have the actual moving of the trailer on our list of 
tasks to do that day because we didnõt think that it 
was possible to get the electric and plumbing all set 
up in time.  The next thing I saw was Scott Harris 
hooking up his truck to the new trailer and Dave 
Kingsley hooking up the tractor to the old one.  Things 
started to get downright exciting, and to think that 
this was all taking place before lunch was even ready!  
Tom Murray and Monteya Wright jumped in to help 
Scott and Dave get the trailer set up and Starr Archer 

later moved to the project to hook up the plumbing.  
No doubt, many talented people attended this work-
day.  
 
Meanwhile, chores were going on inside the barn.  
Susan and Paul Reid, Susan Archer, Barbara Cum-
ming, Linda Kundell, Cynthia Brayton, Shannon and 
Allie Marler, Tucker Shull, Ken Archer and Jennifer 
Kowley were all busy knocking down spider webs, 
bleaching and cleaning the stalls and cleaning up the 
tool/tack stall.  Our 
youngest volunteer, 
4 year old Allie Mar-
ler, made us all smile 
as she set about her 
job with broom in 
hand.  Summer Ste-
vens volunteered to 
straighten up the tool 
shed outside the 
barn.  Boy, what a 
challenge that was to 
take on!  
 
Jessie Murray, Diana 
DeMoss and I worked 
on replacing some 
broken fence boards 
in the paddock ar-
eas.  Shannon Marler came behind us with the black 
paint to make everything match, again.  It was defi-
nitely team effort that made everything flow so well 
and look so nice.  Everybody rotated to various pro-
jects during the day in an effort to get everything on 
the list checked off.  
 
Ken Archer and grandson, Tucker Shull, spent a good 
many hours with weedeaters in their hands.  What a 
dirty job, but somebody had to do it!  Kudos to both of 
them who made the fence lines look so nice and neat.  
Tanya Kingsley came behind them with the roundup.  
Mansfield employee, Nancy Bogardts, and regular 

Saturday volunteer, Greg Macey, were busy feeding 

and watering the 32 horses that are currently at the 

impound.  I couldnõt help but notice how much work is 

involved in taking care of that many horses at one 

time.  The water containers were all emptied, cleaned 

and refilled.  Hay and feed were delivered to each 

paddock housing horses.  These two often tackle this 

chore all by themselves.  What dedication it takes!  

 

 

(continued on the following pages)  

George Bailey  

Jason Marler & Allen ___ replacing decking  
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Mansfield Impound Workday ð July 31 st 
(continued from the previous page)  
 
Sherry Stevens was the chief cook for the day.  She 
stood over a hot grill, cooking hamburgers and hot-
dogs for at a good, long time.   Many people brought 
food to contribute and it was a great meal.  All of the 
hamburgers, hotdogs, buns and condiments were 
donated by Ingles Grocery Store in Madison.  It was 
a wonderful time to gather and socialize with each 
other.  We had a great view of the workers moving 
the new trailer into place while we ate.  It was cer-
tainly something to witness.  We had a good laugh at 
all of the concrete blocks that were atop the old 
trailer, holding down the roof!  No doubt it was time 
for a newer one to take its place.  

Successful workdays donõt only require the efforts 
of many volunteers, but they also require the gener-
osity and willingness to help from many others who 
are behind the scenes.  In fact, without them there 
might not be a workday, at least not one of this mag-
nitude.  Iõd like to recognize all of the businesses 
who helped.  The City of Madison gave a check for 
$300 to help with the expenses.  Madison Rental do-
nated the use of the auger.  Ken Stevens, owner of 
Georgia Roof & Building Panels, donated labor, and 
materials for the new run -in sheds.  He worked tire-
lessly, as did his crew, earlier in the week putting 
the roofing frames together. And, as I mentioned, 
Ingles in Madison donated much of the food for our 
lunch.  Lowes in Madison also donated materials for 
the run -in sheds.  If you happen to live in the area of 

these businesses, please remember to thank them for their generosity and let them know how much you ap-
preciate it by giving them your business.  Oh yeah, donõt forget to mention how much the horses love their 
new sheds!   
  

Jessie Murray, 
Frank Mann and  
Mat Thompson  

Nancy Bogardts &  
Susan Archer sorting blankets  

Photo at Right  
 

The hardworking  
crew who got  

it all done!  
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Barbara Cumming at  
Task Board  

Diana Demoss  

Frank Mann &  
Nancy Bogardts  

Run In Dream Team  

Patty Livingston &  
Scott Harris  

George Bailey  

Summer Stevens  
cleaning the tool shed  

Mansfield Impound Work Day  

The City of Madison 
presented Summer 

Stevens with a 
check for $300  

Allie Marler  


