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Foxhall Farm - Georgia Department of Agriculture Benefit Ride
By Christina Gilham

The Foxhall Farm GDA Benefit Trail
Ride was a smashing success! It was
the first event on the west side of
Georgia held specifically to raise

money for the GDA impound. We had
a total of 216 riders come out to enjoy
the scenery at the gorgeous Foxhall
Sporting Club & Resort in Douglas-
ville, Ga. We would like to thank the
following people for their help the day

of the event: Karen Mackay, Dana
Wicher, Maran Augero, and Kelsey
Lambert for guiding the large groups

around Foxhall. A very special thanks
goes to Eric Moon and John Gilham
who truly did a remarkable job facili-

tating check -in and parking for over
100 rigs, along with Donna Pieper,
Amanda Johnson (who also was a =

guide) and to Diane Reimers who graciously delivered breakfast for the volunteers and also helped with
check -in.

The weat her was gorgeous even though it rained the entire
sunny as the groups galloped along the beautiful landscape. There was a wonderfully diverse group of par-

ticipants: Reining, Gaited, Hunter, Eventing, Dressage and Pleasure riders. Each group was all smiles when

they returned. The guided rides allowed many the opportunity to make new friends and meet up with old

ones. After the groups returned, they were treated to a wonderful BBQ lunch provided by G and C catering.

As everyone ate, they were able to watch a groundwork clinic generously donated by Drew Olsen
(www.drewolsen.com ) . He worked with one of the GDA i mpound horses
adoption later that afternoon. Drew did a fantastic job getting Rez to accept a saddle pad and maintain focus.

Following Drew, Leigh Pouncey gave an informative demonstration on the benefits of Equine Massage Ther-

apy. (continued on page 8)
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5677 or frogleap@windstream.net

Newsletter Editor - Betty Evenson
(706) 265 -5045 / gerlbetty@aol.com
*Please submit all newsletter materials by the 10th

of each month for submission in the
following monthdés ne

Di vi s iy

Kristen Hopkins

Kristen Hopkins

Area Coordinators

Rita Benfield - Douglas, Haralson, Carroll Counties
(770) 489 -0212 / ritabenfield@yahoo.com
Juli Williams - Chatham, Bryan, Effingham Counties
(912) 234 -8458 / reins2go@aol.com
Annette Raybon - Paulding , Cobb, Bartow Counties
(770) 445 -8655 / raybonta@bellsouth.net
Susan Wrensen - Cherokee County
(770) 331 -6947 / swrensen@comcast.net
LeighAnn Holton - Glynn, Mcintosh, Wayne,
Brantley & Camden Counties
(912) 267 -0912 / jpj_associates@comcast.net
Bob & Judy McCrory - Harris, Meriwether, Marion,
Chattahoochee, Talbot, Troup & Muscogee Counties
(706) 582 -3268 / ridgewayl2@aol.com
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LET ME SAY THIS

é ABOUT T
By Patty Livingston,
President
Idm sure ma
!/|heard the announce-
last month that

= Ment
“J& the Decatur Equine Im-
% pound was going to be
. closed due to a large
budget cut. Almost im-
mediately, my phone
was ringing off the
hook and | had more
emails from people
than | can count, want-
ing to know if GERL
anything to chang

d do

coul
really sure, but picked up the phone and scheduled an

appointment. Less than 24 hours later, Ken Archer,
GERL VP, and | were sitting down with the Commis-
sioner and Mary Greene, Director of Equine Health, to
discuss what it would take to keep the impound open.
We discussed GERL providing more money for feed
and hay for all of the impounds in order to relieve
some financial pressure. At the end of our meeting,
they promised to look into the figures and get back
with us on the final answer. We left the meeting very
hopeful.

Another huge supporter of the Decatur Impound is
Nancy Boe. You may
profit organization, The Stacy Ann Boe Memorial
Foundati on, created in her
nated $10,000 to the GDA last summer at the Decatur
Impound horse auction, earmarked specifically for
use at the Decatur Impound. And recently, during the
Foxhall GDA horse auction, Nancy presented the
Georgia Department of Agriculture (GDA) with a letter

of intent for $12,500 to be used for the horses at the
Decatur Impound.

Little did | know that while we waited to hear back
from Mary on the final answer that would determine
the fate of the impound, Nancy was busy negotiating
with the Commissioner, letting him know that she had
more funds to donate to the Decatur impound to help
with the expenses in hopes of keeping it open.

Many of you may wonder why it should even remain
open since it only houses 15 horses at a time. Those
of you who are familiar with that impound already
know the answer. It is because it offers an education
opportunity to hundreds of school kids every year
who have never seen a horse. It is because it is also
the oCritical Carebod

al read-y

i mpound

horses so weak they <could not
[43psg it is conveniently located to most of the inter-
states and in the event of an equine emergency, such
as the severe flooding that occurred back in the fall,
or a wreck involving a horse on the interstate, they
n b at the tur Impound within an hour. The

o
igle red barn truly has much to offer.

The week after the Foxhall event, | received a phone

call from Mary Greene giving me the best news | could

ever have hoped foréthe Commi
to leave the Decatur Impound open! | walked on a

cloud for the rest of the week.

S

| have been doing a lot of thinking about my goals for
GERL, which is to expand in other areas of the state
and promote equine rescue to more law enforcement
and animal control agencies. Last month | wrote
@boug Y plara tg 'k]mplgn]erbt H"n_e frame; orkv\pfavngna t
teers and essentially, build an army of horse rescue
advocates who will do everything from education to
coordinating castration clinics. Coming up with crea-
tive ideas for impounds is one of my favorite pastimes.
And, l et me say this, about
always be budget cuts, but the number of starved and
abused horses is not going to change because of it.
By working together we can make Georgia the state
that is doing something about solving our equine
problems and, hopefully, one that other states will
want to emulate.

t h

School kids visiting the
Mansfield Impound

t hat has helped many
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A Note from the they demanded higher prices, people who can not
Secretaryés pyqyide fhe required basic care, could probably not
afford to obtain them. | would love to see that be the

By Anne Ensminger
y 9 case.

As the Secretary for Georgia - hasize this. let tell bout i
Equine Rescue League, | often tell o emphasize this, let me tell you about an email we

: received just this week from a concerned horse-
gegprleeth:ttthe ger?ddfor gurr f;elvp\)/ ils ng woman m-ﬁ/\ﬁ:\)éng gourW ?hﬂ’ as been very worried
are very true. Were it not for the about four horses and a pony which are kept in a pen
support of our members who give of less than Y4 acre with no food or water. Now a fn‘th
us their hard earned money, volun- horse has been added! The house on the property is

teer their precious time to help with our events, or a rental shack where people live in the most deplor-

take the time to send notes of encouragement, your able conditions. - This (_:iear lady has twice rt_aported
Board of Directors would, no doubt, soon loose the the case to Fhe Georgia Department Of. Agriculture
heart to continue. Because of the extraordinary sup- and an Equine Inspector has been dispatched to

port from our members, it is almost certain that GERL check on thg situation. Hay and water are how occa-
will, not only continue to help horses in need, but we sionally provided for these six unfortunate animals but

can pledge to expand our service to help even more they continue to loose weight with each passing day.
horses in additional ways.

One of the hardest things for GERL to do is to try to
make concerned people like the lady who is reporting

these horses, understand that GDA must work under
GUIDELINES. As hard as it is to tolerate, that is the
way it must be. The owners of these horses have re-
ceived a citation which serves as a warning. The GDA
Inspector will continue to check on this situation,

Patty Livingston is working her magic as she begins though not nearly to the satisfaction of those of us
organi zing oVaccination Cl }N'?P flr&dsll;éexftregl?ly d'ff'ctw(/tg F“ag'%eh ﬂBIS kE]e] .
GERL received a grant for $10,000 earlier this year c_rue after issuing the citation, the Inspector

which must be used exclusively for vaccinations. So visits the property and finds no hay and water, or the

far, this money has been used to pay the cost of vacci- condition of the horses has significantly declined, the

nating horses which enter the GDA Impoundment Pro- horses will be |mpounde_d._ Does this remind you of
gram or those which enter our own Foster Program. how a person mugt be missing for 24 hours before the
We are now making arrangements with local veteri- Ip ol %ef wi _l ! declare them

narians so that we can offer to pay part of the ex- aws can be frustrating.

pense for yearly vaccinations and Coggins tests for
privately owned Georgia horses.

| want everyone to know that we are not just sitting on
our hands and waiting for people to send money to us.
Your Board of Directors is working hard each day to
plan fund raiser events, seek grant money, and pro-
mote growth of our Foster Care Program.

We all know that these people have no business own-
ing horses. They probably bought them at a cheap

Our Stallions to Gelding Program is now in full swing. price or perhaps someone even gave the horses to

I n an exerted effort t o di‘eéncgrﬁ‘?@ eesaretra‘gfjllyagaélaglgw%sedqa&s
breedingé of horses, thus ydr % %umpeﬁ hogsgs gryalue
dance of horses in our state, we are offering to pay d probably ‘exclude the p033| |I|ty t at these
for gelding stallions for owners who need financial owners would be able to obtain six equine in the first
assistance as we actively encourage all stallion own- place.

ers to consider gelding. ) . . . . .
g 9 GERL will continue to monitor this situation even

A quick oeditorial comment otho oft yveehaVéaI@(()jlegal gl to C;cgrthgs IOREItY
thoughts are that the solution to our problem of we certainly do not want to"do anyt mg that
starved, abused, and unwanted horses all over Amer- WOUld interfere with the GDA mvestlgatlon_ in_pro-
ica, including the American Mustangs, lies in simple gresr? Naturally, what we would love lto d? IS puril up
birth control. ltés a f to{lﬁgrpper%/etf}atgqgﬁﬁgtraﬂgr %aﬁfﬁig

to improved quality of animals, as well as reduced horses, ‘and ta em to some heaven on earth
numbers. equine. What a dream! In reality, what we must do is

wait for GDA to work the case within their guidelines
until they can impound these animals. Then GERL
can step in and pay for their care at a GDA Impound.
That is how the system works.

From what we at GERL often observe, horse owner-
ship is not for just any person who thinks it would be
nice to own one. If horses were not as available and
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This newsletter issue is a

July / August combo!!!

We Want To Hear From Youl!

We wel come our member ds
Are you a foster home for GERL horses? We would love to
hear about your foster horse(s) and what the experience has
been like for you.

Have you adopted a horse from GERL? How about sending us
an update with photos and a short story about you and your
new family member?

Have you taken a great trip that involved horses? Many of us
camp and ride at some really wonderful places and we are
sure that our members would like to hear more about these
and other horsey trips.

contri bjut

Thank You

Dr. Ken Marcella Please Help!

GERL receives money
for providing our for the following ...
membership
with such informative

articles each month. Please save Proof Of Purchase

seals from bags
of these Southern States

See page 11 feeds ...

this mont

f . .
of Legends, Triple Crown & Reliance

and send them to:

Ginny Scarritt
4835 Kendall Court
Atlanta, GA 30342

Thank You To Our Foster Homes

Belinda & Hannah Carruth
for fostering Aurora

Dotti & Jack Carter
for fostering Big Man (aka Beau)

Diana DeMoss
for fostering White Cloud

Anne Ensminger
for fostering Honor

April & Stoney Goss
for fostering Highway

Bob & Shirley Guhl
for fostering Lobo & Tyree

Patti & Phil Henry
fordostering Chestery s | et t

Patty & Nick Howard
for fostering Eryzeka & Rosie

i ons

Lisa & Randy King
for fostering Shadow, Mulberry
& Lil Lady

Patty Livingston
for fostering Thunder & Cheyenne

Jean Long
for fostering Lucky

Susan McCullar
for fostering GrayBaby and HayBaler

Jacki Moore & Leslie Lambert
for fostering Vandy

Steven Neal
for fostering Leroy, Smokey and Sable

Leigh Ann holton
for fostering Snowball

Cheryl Papiel
for fostering Charity

Tamma Trump
for fostering Hope

Becky Gregory
for fostering Grant

D




GERLO®s Cheerl e Congratulations to Jack and Dottie Carter,
our new GERL Area Coordinator Directors, from Hiawassee.

Ray Ziebell is shown with the
"Marty Paulk Best Cheerleader
Award" trophy. Ray was recently
selected as the recipient of this
award at the Gene Ensminger Me-
morial Ride, but was unable to at-
tend to accept his award. Ray has
been a loyal supporter of GERL for
many years and is recognized by
many as the GERL Indian.

Donna Griggs presents GERL President Patty Livingston with $225 in proceeds

that was raised at a tack sale and saddle raffle held at Bar G Feed in Bishop. Bar
G Feed is a loyal supporter of GERL and we want to thank them for all they do to

help the horses!

TIMOTHY and/or ORCHARD ALFALFA
HAY FOR SALE

Let us be your source
for excellent Midwestern Alfalfa  -Mix horse hay
at an extremely competitive price.

We offer several varieties of hay (lower to higher % of alfalfa with a Timothy / Orchard
grass mix). Samples have been tested & lab analyses confirm that this is excellent horse
hay. We work directly with the grower to bring this hay to Georgia & the SE. Contact us
for pricing, samples, etc.
HORSE HAY DIRECT, LLC
Betty K. Evenson
(706) 265 -5045 . (706) 265 -9708 . gerlbetty@aol.com
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